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Students gather for 
classes at the Mount 
Carmel College of 
Nursing in Columbus 
in front of Eric 
Grohe’s 50-foot mural 
titled “Dedication.”
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The Editor’s Notebook

By David Garick, Editor
College and Faith

Classes are getting underway at col-
leges and universities around Ohio 
and across the nation.  It is an excit-
ing time for students as they begin that 
great transition to adulthood and their 
careers.  College is not just a time of 
football games, parties and exploring 
freedom, although that is part of it.  It 
is also not just a glorified trade school 
preparing students for a specific job.
College is a time of developing young 

people into more complete adults with a 
rich awareness of the world they are in-
heriting and preparing them for a  mean-
ingful role in that world.  No college bet-
ter prepares students for that transition 
than our Catholic colleges.
Students find that Catholic colleges and 

universities offer a strong foundation for 
growing in faith. Catholic colleges and 
universities provide environments that 
foster faith development for students 
coming from all faith traditions as well 
as the Catholic tradition. Catholic stu-
dents can choose from numerous op-
portunities for fellowship and worship 
through organizations, regular mass of-
ferings, and retreats. Students with no 
faith tradition will find a welcoming and 
accepting community.
This richness of perspectives on Catho-

lic college campuses contributes to a 
powerful learning environment. It also 
develops graduates who can speak re-
spectfully and knowledgably with peo-
ple from faiths different than their own. 
Because of this continuing conversa-
tion about faith and ethics, they will be 
ready to reflect on modern society from 
a values-oriented perspective. A values-
oriented education is what distinguishes 
Catholic colleges and universities from 
many of the other options available to 

them. And that 
is what shapes 
today’s students 
into tomorrow’s 
leaders – ethical 
decision mak-
ers, committed individuals, and fully 
prepared respondents meeting society’s 
increasing challenges.
Pope Francis wrote about the impor-

tance of Catholic higher education in 
the face of a society that has moved 
way from religion in his encyclical 
Evangelii Gaudium, “The process of 
secularization tends to reduce the faith 
and the Church to the sphere of the 
private and personal. Furthermore, by 
completely rejecting the transcendent, 
it has produced a growing deterioration 
of ethics, a weakening of the sense of 
personal and collective sin, and a steady 
increase in relativism. In response, we 
need to provide an education which 
teaches critical thinking and encour-
ages the development of mature moral 
values. Universities are outstanding en-
vironments for articulating and devel-
oping this evangelizing commitment in 
an interdisciplinary and integrated way. 
Catholic schools, which always strive 
to join their work of education with the 
explicit proclamation of the Gospel, 
are a most valuable resource for the 
evangelization of culture, even in those 
countries and cities where hostile situ-
ations challenge us to greater creativity 
in our search for suitable methods.”
It is back to school time.  There is a 

lot to learn.  But along with all of those 
facts, and theories, skills, and experi-
ences, the thing that binds it all togeth-
er and makes things work for a better 
world, is the Truth of God and the faith 
that makes us whole.

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Clergy Assignments

Father Jeffrey Coning, to Pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, Dennison, 
continuing as Pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Zoar, and Sacred Heart Church, New 
Philadelphia, effective Aug. 18. 

Father Dennis Stevenson to Adjutant Judicial Vicar, Diocesan Tribunal, effective 
Aug. 28. 

Confirming the appointment of the Prior Provincial of the Dominican Fathers and 
Brothers, Father Christopher Saliga, OP, to Parochial Vicar, St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, Zanesville, effective immediately. 

The release of recent videos of 
Planned Parenthood officials dis-
cussing the selling of fetal tissues 
obtained from abortions has shocked 
Catholics and all persons of good 
will. Their casual indifference, while 
discussing this commoditization 
of human life, is appalling to any 
thoughtful person.
Pope Francis has brought the world’s 

attention to the evils of our emerging 
“throwaway culture,” which trades 
compassion and justice for expedi-
ency and convenience.   The Catholic 
Church has long stood as the cham-
pion of human life, from conception 
until natural death.  This case makes 
clear the wisdom of this teaching; the 
actions of Planned Parenthood reveal 
the unavoidable result in discounting 
the fundamental value of life.  It is 
actions such as these that prompt the 
Holy Father to call for a rejection of 
our culture’s technological and intel-
lectual detachment, and be mindful 
of the words of Christ in Matthew: 
“He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say 
to you, what you did not do for one 
of these” least ones, you did not do 
for me.’ ”  

There are currently legislative ef-
forts in Ohio to increase the penalty 
for this practice, as well as deny 
public funding for organizations 
that provide elective abortions.  We 
encourage all to contact their state 
representative in support of this leg-
islation through the Catholic Con-
ference of Ohio’s website at www.
ohiocathconf.org.
Lastly, we urge all to support and 

utilize those services which support 
the dignity of life and our teaching: 
Catholic hospitals which provide 
women’s health screenings; pro-life 
pregnancy centers that provide life-
affirming counseling and assistance; 
and Catholic Social Services’ Project 
Rachel and Bethesda Healing Minis-
try, which offer care and comfort to 
those who have experienced firsthand 
the pain of abortion in their lives. 
It is my sincere wish that all Catho-

lics, as well as people of good will 
throughout our diocese, give careful 
consideration to the ultimate conse-
quences of these practices – and con-
sider how they lead us away from 
Christ and diminish the humanity of 
each of us.

Statement on Planned Parenthood’s Selling of Fetal Tissues
Most. Rev. Frederick F. Campbell

Bishop of Columbus
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Articles by By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service
In an extraordinary gesture for the Year 

of Mercy, Pope Francis has extended to 
priests worldwide the authority to ab-
solve women for the sin of abortion and 
has decreed the full validity during the 
year of the sacrament of confession cel-
ebrated by priests of the traditionalist 
Society of St. Pius X.
“This jubilee Year of Mercy excludes 

no one,” the pope wrote in a letter to 
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president 
of the Pontifical Council for the Pro-
motion of New Evangelization, the of-
fice organizing events for the holy year, 
which opens on Dec. 8.
Pope Francis said one of the most seri-

ous problems facing people today is a 
“widespread and insensitive mentality” 
toward the sacredness of human life.
“The tragedy of abortion is experienced 

by some with a superficial awareness, 
as if not realizing the extreme harm that 
such an act entails,” while many other 
women believe  “they have no other op-
tion” but to have an abortion, the pope 
wrote in the letter, released Tuesday, 
Sept. 1 by the Vatican.
The pressures exerted on many wom-

en to abort lead to “an existential and 
moral ordeal,” Pope Francis said. “I 
have met so many women who bear in 
their heart the scar of this agonizing and 
painful decision.”
When such a woman has repented and 

seeks absolution in the sacrament of 

confession, he said, “the forgiveness of 
God cannot be denied.”
Although church law generally re-

quires a priest to have special permis-
sion from his bishop to grant absolu-
tion to a person who has procured or 
helped another to procure an abortion, 
the pope said he decided “to concede 
to all priests for the jubilee year the 
discretion to absolve of the sin of 
abortion those who have procured it 
and who, with contrite heart, seek for-
giveness for it.”
Pope Francis urged priests to welcome 

to the sacrament women who had an 
abortion, explain “the gravity of the sin 
committed” and indicate to them. “a 
path of authentic conversion by which 
to obtain the true and generous forgive-
ness of the Father who renews all with 
his presence.”

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, 
Vatican spokesman, told reporters the 
pope’s letter “highlights the wideness 
of God’s mercy” and is “not in any way 
minimizing the gravity of the sin” of 
abortion.
In his letter, Pope Francis also grant-

ed another exception to church rules 
out of concern for “those faithful who 
for various reasons choose to attend 
churches officiated by priests” belong-
ing to the traditionalist Society of St 
Pius X. Although the society no longer 
is considered to be in schism and the 
excommunication of its bishops was 
lifted in 2009, questions remain over 
whether the sacraments they celebrate 
are valid and licit.
The pope’s decision was “taken with 

the faithful in mind” and is limited to 
the holy year, which runs through Nov. 
20, 2016, Father Lombardi said.
The spokesman also confirmed that 

the Vatican’s contacts with leaders of 
the Society of St. Pius X have contin-
ued. Pope Francis wrote in his letter 
that he hoped “in the near future solu-
tions may be found to recover full com-
munion with the priests and superiors 
of the fraternity.”
Pope Francis’ letter also explained ex-

panded opportunities for obtaining the 
indulgences that are a normal part of 
the celebration of a holy year. An indul-
gence is the remission of the temporal 
punishment a person is due because of 
his or her sins. In a holy year, it is of-
fered to pilgrims who cross the thresh-

old of the Holy Door at the Vatican or 
in their local diocese, confess their sins, 
receive the Eucharist, and pray for the 
pope’s intentions.
The celebration of God’s mercy, the 

pope said, is “linked, first and fore-
most, to the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion and to the celebration of the holy 
Eucharist with a reflection on mercy. 
It will be necessary to accompany 
these celebrations with the profession 
of faith and with prayer for me and for 
the intentions that I bear in my heart 
for the good of the church and of the 
entire world.”
Those who are confined to their homes 

can obtain the indulgence by offering 
up their sickness and suffering, he said.
Pope Francis also included special 

consideration for people who are incar-
cerated, touching on the Old Testament 
tradition of a jubilee year as a time for 
granting prisoners amnesty.
Those who, “despite deserving pun-

ishment, have become conscious of 
the injustice they committed,” may re-
ceive the indulgence with prayers and 
the reception of the sacraments in their 
prison chapel, he wrote.
“May the gesture of directing their 

thought and prayer to the Father each 
time they cross the threshold of their cell 
signify for them their passage through 
the Holy Door, because the mercy of 
God is able to transform hearts, and is 
also able to transform bars into an ex-
perience of freedom,” he wrote.

For Year of Mercy, pope extends possibilities for absolution

While a juridical process is necessary 
for making accurate judgments, the 
Catholic Church’s marriage annulment 
process must be quicker, cheaper and 
much more of a pastoral ministry, Pope 
Francis said.  
Rewriting a section of the Latin-rite 

Code of Canon Law and of the Code 
of Canons of the Eastern Churches, 
Pope Francis said he was not “promot-
ing the nullity of marriages, but the 
quickness of the processes, as well as 
a correct simplicity” of the procedures 
so that Catholic couples are not “op-
pressed by the shadow of doubt” for 
prolonged periods.
The Vatican released Sept. 8 the texts 

of two papal documents, “Mitis Iudex 
Dominus Iesus” (“The Lord Jesus, the 

Gentle Judge”) for the Latin-rite church 
and “Mitis et misericors Iesus,” (“The 
Meek and Merciful Jesus”) for the 
Eastern Catholic churches.
The changes, including the option of 

a brief process without the obligatory 
automatic appeal, go into effect Dec. 8, 
the opening day of the Year of Mercy.
Pope Francis said the changes in the 

annulment process were motivated by 
“concern for the salvation of souls,” 
and particularly “charity and mercy” 
toward those who feel alienated from 
the church because of their marriage 
situations and the perceived complex-
ity of the church’s annulment process.
The changes made by Pope Francis, 

particularly the responsibility and trust 
placed in local bishops, are the most 

substantial changes in the church’s 
marriage law since the pontificate of 
Pope Benedict XIV in the mid-1700s, 
Msgr. Pinto said. Even with the 1917 
and 1983 new Codes of Canon Law, 
the process for recognizing the nullity 
of a marriage remained “substantially 
unchanged,” he said.
“Putting the poor at the center is what 

distinguishes the reform of Pope Fran-
cis from those made by Pope Pius X and 
Pope Benedict XIV,” Msgr. Pinto said.
In fact, Pope Francis ordered that the 

“gratuity of the procedure be assured 
so that, in a matter so closely tied to 
the salvation of souls, the church -- by 
demonstrating to the faithful that she is 
a generous mother -- may demonstrate 
the gratuitous love of Christ, which 

saves us all.”
Msgr. Alejandro Bunge, secretary of 

the commission and a member of the 
Roman Rota, said the new processes are 
motivated by recognition of the church 
as a “field hospital,” as Pope Francis 
has described it. “For those who have 
special injuries -- a marriage null from 
the beginning -- we will have intensive 
care” in the form of more rapid annul-
ment procedures.
While many marriage cases will con-

tinue to require time in order to arrive at 
the truth, he said, the longer procedure 
will be reserved to those cases in which 
it is not obvious that the marriage was 
null from the beginning and in which 
the couple does not agree that a real 
marriage never existed.

Pope simplifies annulment process, asks that it be free of charge
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Grove City Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church and School, 3730 Broad-
way, will celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of final profession of vows by Sr. Mary 
Patricia Gallagher, OP, on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, with a 5 p.m. Mass followed 
by a reception in the parish life center. 
Sister Mary Pat made her final com-

mitment in August 1965, witnessed by 
Columbus Bishop John Carberry at the 
Pontifical College Josephinum, and sur-
rounded by sisters, friends, and family.  
She taught for many years at Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help and at Columbus St. 
Stephen, London St. Patrick, Lancaster 
St. Mary, and Coshocton Sacred Heart 
schools. 
Her next assignment takes her to the 

Dominican Sisters of Peace in New Ha-
ven, Connecticut, living in the order’s 
“Welcoming Community” Convent, 
where young women will live while they 
discern their vocation to Dominican life.
For more information on the anniver-

sary event, contact Marti Hurd at (614) 
875-3322.

The diocesan Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal will sponsor a healing Mass at 
4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20, at Columbus 
Christ the King Catholic Church, 2777 
Livingston Ave., celebrated by Father 
Dean Mathewson, with Father Jim 
Coleman as concelebrant.
It will be preceded by the rosary at 2:30 

and praise and worship at 3:00 p.m. 
Trained prayer teams will be available 
from 3 to 4 for those desiring personal 

prayer for healing of spiritual, emotion-
al, or physical needs. The Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick will be 
offered during Mass for those with se-
rious illnesses. Mass will be followed 
by a fellowship dinner. Those attend-
ing are asked to being a side dish, if 
possible.
For more information, call (614) 

500-8115 or send an email message to 
info@ccrcolumbus.org

Sister Mary Patricia Gallagher, OP, 50th Jubilee

Healing Mass

PRACTICAL          STEWARDSHIP
By Rick Jeric

Stressed
 Did you enjoy your Labor Day weekend?  That 

extra day off feels especially good when the rea-
son is to rest.  Work is important, and most of us 
cannot sustain a living without it.  We work hard 
to support our families and communities, and 
one extra day off per year is very worthwhile, 
especially when we spend it with our families, 
loved ones, and co-workers.  Of course, God comes first, and the grace 
we pray together before our picnic and party meals takes on special 
significance.  I hope that many of us were able to extend the spiritual 
weekend by even one more day by attending Mass on Tuesday, the Feast 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Thanking God for the special 
gift of Mary takes no work at all, just a little extra effort.  We only have 
Jesus thanks to the “Yes” of Mary, and her own labor.  And the rosary 
we prayed in thanksgiving for Sts. Joachim and Anne was a special one.  
The grace we need to make us holy and get to Heaven is readily avail-
able.  We must be receptive.  The saints can help us, along with our 
regular reception of our God in the Eucharist.
The incredible number of times I have heard the word “stressed” re-

cently is stressful.  Our language and changes in colloquial habits are 
forever interesting.  It just seems fashionable to talk about how stressed 
we all are.  Let me cite some recent examples.  What else can our chil-
dren be but stressed to begin another academic year?  How stressed 
were some people – both shareholders and employees – when the 
stock market went on one of its infamous roller-coaster rides recent-
ly?  We have all heard how stressed the Ohio State football team and 
coaches must be from the pressure of being a unanimous number-one 
pick at the start of this season.  I hear the same radio ad much too 
often regarding the guy who took a particular hormone treatment and 
now feels “less stressed out.”  Finally, I had to endure a television news 
report about an overcrowded dog shelter that was causing its inhab-
itants to be incredibly stressed.  Really?  If those dogs could actually 
know what real stress is, well, that is another story for another time.  
Imagine being stressed by being a teacher in a poor, inner-city school 
where challenges like violence are common.  Imagine being stressed by 
the joy and comfort of living under a bridge in decent weather, know-
ing that winter is just a few months away.  Imagine being stressed by 
supporting your family at minimum wage, having no access to a college 
education, let alone a sports scholarship.  Imagine being stressed by 
having no access whatsoever to drugs – for both good and bad uses.  
Imagine being stressed by the quick murder at the hands of a Planned 
Parenthood butcher, harvesting body parts for both sport and profit.  I 
wonder if we really know what it means to be stressed.
Our practical challenge this week is to do whatever we can to keep 

ourselves from being stressed by things that are not really important.  
In addition, let us refrain from being a source of stress for our spouse, 
family, friends, co-workers, etc.  I have no doubt that being stressed is 
very real for all of us, even our animal friends.  Instead of waiting to 
react, let us be proactive and pray that we can be a source of calm and 
comfort.  The world could use a strong dose of that kind of love right 
about now.

Jeric is director of development and planning for the Columbus Diocese.

Saint Paul the Apostle Parish, a 4,000 family Catholic community in 
Westerville, Ohio (Columbus) is in search of a Development Director.  
This is a full time salaried position with an excellent benefit package re-
porting directly to the pastor.
The Development Director is responsible for creating a comprehensive 

development plan for the parish and school.  This individual is account-
able for the design and execution of all fundraising and expansion pro-
grams including; stewardship, capital campaigns, land use, special gifts, 
planned giving, identification of new funding sources, and the completion 
of projects currently in progress.  
This individual is also responsible for the creation and implementation of 

a social media strategy to optimize parish exposure including; marketing, 
parish website operation, community involvement, evaluation of market 
trends, and application of new approaches based on those trends.  
The qualified individual will have a minimum of a baccalaureate degree, 

five years of parish and school development experience, and possess strong 
communication skills; a working knowledge of building construction and 
graphic design is a plus.  This position requires specific knowledge of the 
Catholic Church and its procedures.   This individual must be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing. 

Compensation is open and commensurate with experience.
For more information, please contact; Deacon Dean Racine, Director of 

Parish Administration at (614) 882-2109. Résumés may be sent with a 
cover letter by e-mail to deanr@stpacc.org .

Saint Paul the Apostle Parish
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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Xavier University is an iconic Cincin-
nati institution that’s been around for 
almost two centuries, but there’s no ivy 
growing under its feet. Like the point 
that comes together in the center of its 
“X” logo, it provides a perfect balance 
of classic and cutting-edge education. 

It’s a school where challenging aca-
demics are enriched by a strong com-
munity of support, where state-of-the-
art buildings stand side-by-side with 
beautiful, historic structures, and where 
enduring Jesuit Catholic values are ex-
pressed through 21st-century means.

Several publications have taken notice 
of the school’s strong points. U.S. News 
and World Report has selected it as one 
of the Top 10 Midwest master’s-level 
colleges for 20 straight years, ranking it 
fifth in that category for 2015.

Xavier also has been chosen as one 
of “America’s Top Colleges” (Forbes 
magazine); one of the “Best 380 Colleg-
es in America” (The Princeton Review); 
one of the “Best Colleges for Veterans” 
(U.S. News & World Report); one of the 
“100 Best Values” in private universi-
ties (Kiplinger’s Personal Finance); 
one of the nation’s best part-time mas-
ter of business administration programs 
and best graduate schools for health 

care management (U.S. News & World 
Report); and one of the “Best Business 
Schools” (The Princeton Review, for 11 
straight years).

Xavier’s approach sets it apart – its fo-
cus on the whole person and on develop-
ing intelligent minds and compassionate 
spirits. As a Jesuit institution, it takes its 
cue from a religious order which has been 
educating people since the 1500s. 

It carries on long-standing Jesuit tra-
ditions not only through excellent aca-
demics, but also through community 
service, religious inclusion, and a fo-

cus on sustainability that permeates 
the classrooms and the campus. Xavier 
wants to give students the tools they 
need to live a life that truly matters. 

Its freshman retention rate of 84 per-
cent is among the best in the nation, and 
its six-year graduation rate of 76 percent 
is the best in the Midwest, according to 
U.S. News & World Report. More than 
200 companies recruit on campus annu-
ally, contributing to 91 percent of Xavier 
graduates being employed, volunteering, 
or in graduate school within six months 
of graduation. In addition, its 80-percent 

medical school acceptance rate is nearly 
double the national average.

This energy for success is palpable, 
not just in students but throughout the 
Xavier community. Alumni return often 
for basketball games and mingle with 
current students. They become mentors 
to guide a young student toward gradu-
ation and beyond. The entire campus 
welcomes new students and helps them 
move into their dorm rooms. Jesuit 
priests live in the halls and are hosts for 
dinners. It’s not just a sense of commu-
nity; it’s a true community.

Thomas More College is a small lib-
eral-arts college with a big reputation. 

The college was ranked number-one 
for return on investment in the  Cincin-
nati-northern Kentucky metropolitan 
area by a 2015 PayScale report.  In ad-
dition, Money magazine ranks Thomas 
More as one of its best college buys 
in higher education, and the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching praises the college as a “se-
lective liberal arts college.”

Founded in 1921 by the Benedic-
tine Sisters as Villa Madonna Col-
lege, Thomas More serves about 1,600 
students from across the nation and 
around the world on its campus in 
Crestview Hills, Kentucky, about 10 
minutes from downtown Cincinnati.

TMC offers more than 40 majors with 
a 13-to-1 student-faculty ratio.  Students 
also have more than 45 student clubs and 
organizations to choose from, as well as 
21 intercollegiate athletic teams.

Whether you plan to earn an advanced 
degree at another university, go on to 
medical school or law school, or pur-
sue your career upon graduation, a de-
gree from Thomas More prepares you 
well for your next challenge in life.

The value of a Thomas More educa-
tion can be measured by the extraor-
dinary achievements of the school’s 
graduates. Leading employers seek 
out Thomas More graduates, many 
of whom receive job offers prior to 
graduation.

The Thomas More campus is friendly 
and comfortable, creating a peaceful 
community committed to nurturing 
the whole person. It is situated on 100 
acres of beautiful rolling hills, with 
the scenic Ohio River nearby. Student 
activities are as diverse as the student 
body itself. 

Scholarships are available.  One hun-
dred percent of Thomas More students 
receive financial aid. Go to www.thom-
asmore.edu for more information and to 
schedule a personalized campus visit.

Xavier University

Thomas More College
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Communion from priest only?; 
Meeting for black clergy and religious

Q. It has been 30 years since I last saw this 
happen, but at Sunday Mass yesterday, a 

couple and their two children got up from a pew 
in front of me just as Communion was about to be 
distributed and walked around our section of pews 
in order to get in line to receive from the priest in-
stead of from a lay Eucharistic minister. I am fight-
ing being judgmental, but I can’t believe that this 
still happens. How might a priest deal with this? 
How might those who witness it best react? (St. 
Paul, Minnesota)

A. It is, of course, the same Eucharist -- 
whether received from a priest or from a lay 

minister -- and, like you, I am a bit surprised when 
someone feels compelled to make a choice. You 
may have not seen it for 30 years, but my expe-
rience is more current. Until a few weeks ago, a 
man in our parish consistently refused to take the 
consecrated host from a layperson. (I say until a 
few weeks ago because the man has since passed 
away.)
 When the distribution of Communion began, he 

would remain in the back of the church. At the end, 
when I would go up to give Communion to those 
unable to negotiate the aisle (our floor is sloped 
downward toward the altar), he would walk over to 
me, fall to his knees and take the host in his mouth.
 I respected his choice and never made an effort 

to change his behavior. In the scope of things, I felt 
that his preference was a small issue. For me, it 
came under the heading of the “big tent” that em-
braces a wide variety of Catholics. (For safety rea-
sons, I did, some years ago, speak to him about his 
habit of walking down the Communion aisle and 
suddenly dropping to his knees when he reached 

the priest, leaving the people behind him hard-
pressed not to fall in a pile on top of him!)

Q. I raised my children to respect all people, 
to understand differences in nationalities, 

races, and family traits and to know that God cre-
ated everyone. But this week’s issue of our Cath-
olic newspaper raises a serious question for me. 
I opened it to find two pages dedicated to a joint 
conference of national black sisters, national black 
clergy, national black deacons, and national black 
seminarians.
 My question is this: If the conference had re-

ferred to national white sisters, white clergy, white 
deacons, etc., don’t you think it would have incited 
a frenzy? Please help me to understand how one 
is acceptable to the church and society while the 
other is not. (Charleston, South Carolina)

A. Black clergy and religious -- rather logical-
ly, I would think -- have combined their ef-

forts to deal with issues of special concern to black 
people in the church and in society. This coordi-
nation first began in 1968 during the civil rights 
movement, when our nation was beginning to give 
greater attention to the sin of racism.
 The primary focus currently seems to be evan-

gelization -- how to give the Catholic Church 
greater relevance with African-Americans, in part 
through the joy and enthusiasm of liturgical cel-
ebration. Attention also is given to societal issues 
that impact black people in particular. The 2015 
joint conference of the National Black Sisters 
Conference, the National Association of Black 
Catholic Deacons, the National Black Catholic 
Seminarians Association, and the National Black 
Catholic Clergy Caucus in Charleston, South Car-
olina, for example, called for the abolition of the 
death penalty and referenced studies that show 
race and poverty are often determining factors in 
our criminal justice system.
 Questions may be sent to Father Kenneth Doyle 

at askfatherdoyle@gmail.com and 40 Hopewell St., 
Albany NY 12208.

QUESTION & ANSWER
by: FATHER KENNETH DOYLE
Catholic News Service
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Are you living a mediocre life? Are 
you a better vision of yourself today 
than you were yesterday or last year? 
Join Dan DeMatte, nationally known 

author and speaker and lifelong resi-
dent of the Diocese of Columbus, for 
Holiness Revolution, a transformative 
event that will inspire you to live a life 
of passion and purpose and encour-
age you to become the best version of 
yourself.

DeMatte will speak at Pickerington 
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish, 600 Hill 
Road N., at 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 26. 
Tickets are $20 each and include a 

paperback copy of The Four Signs of 
a Dynamic Catholic by Matthew Kel-
ly and an inspirational journal, which 
have a combined retail value of $24. 
For more information, call the parish 

office at (614) 833-0482.     
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Mount St. Joseph University wel-
comes the new school year with more 
freshmen and new programs.

Nearly 330 first-year students, one 
of the largest freshman classes in the 
school’s recent history, began classes at 
Mount St. Joseph University in Cincin-
nati on Monday, Aug. 24. Two-thirds of 
them will be living on campus, said Bill 
Minor, vice president of enrollment. 

“This is an 18 percent increase from 
last year’s class of freshmen,” Mi-
nor said. “Our residence hall is nearly 
filled and our freshmen are an exciting, 
talented group of incoming students. 
We’re looking forward to a great year.”

The school year brings new changes 
to the Mount. As the search for a new 
president takes place, the university has 
unveiled new additions to the campus 
and its programs. This summer, the 
Health Sciences Center expanded into 
a building less than one mile from cam-
pus, adding more than 7,500 additional 
square feet of space to accommodate 
graduate students in areas such as phys-
ical therapy and graduate nursing. 

The college also has been approved 
to develop the curriculum for a physi-
cian assistant programl. In other areas, 

undergraduate students can now major 
specifically in financial economics, 
management, marketing, and math-
ematics/financial economics. These ad-
ditions allow for a more broad-based 
background of business specialties.

Student organizations will have their 
own office space and a conference area 
this year with creation of the Student 
Leadership and Involvement Center in 
the Harrington Center. The Archbishop 
Alter Library is undergoing renovations 
to accommodate the Center for Teach-
ing and Learning Excellence.

Greek life is coming to the Mount for 
the first time with the arrival of the in-
ternational fraternity Delta Tau Delta. 

Other sororities and fraternities have 
been invited to come to the college.

Mount St. Joseph University is an 
undergraduate and graduate Catholic 

university that provides an interdisci-
plinary liberal-arts and professional 
curriculum emphasizing values, ser-
vice, and social responsibility. 

In an effort to continue providing de-
gree programs in the latest in-demand 
fields, Walsh University in North Can-
ton has introduced 14 new undergradu-
ate major programs during the past two 
years, including eight this fall.

This year’s new majors are in digital 
media, computer science digital appli-
cations, computer science networking, 
computer science programming, fi-
nance, professional writing, art history, 
and music. Each new major includes 
substantial experiential learning and 

internship opportunities to optimize 
student success after graduation. 

Walsh also has established a new divi-
sion of fine and performing arts, which 
will house the new art history and music 
majors, as well as the university’s mu-
seum studies program, one of the only 
programs of its kind in the Midwest.

The university’s newest building, the 
St. John Paul II Center for Science In-
novation, opened in the spring and 
serves as home for expanded science 
and health care programs. Annexed to 

the Timken Natural Sci-
ences Center, the build-
ing was designed for stu-
dents to easily navigate 
between the existing fa-
cility and the new state-
of-the-art laboratories.

The center features 
multiple learning and 
research labs, including 
exercise science, hu-
man anatomy, advanced 
chemistry, occupational 
therapy, and physics. 
Each lab is equipped with the latest in 
technology, including Anatomage vir-
tual dissection tables that display 3-D 
images of human anatomy with stun-
ning detail in a multitude of layers, 
views, and perspectives.

A new interactive simulation class-
room for the Byers School of Nursing has 
been added to the Aultman Health Sci-
ence Center for this fall. This  hands-on 
facility will allow nursing students  to ex-
tend learning beyond textbooks to  real-

life situations.
Walsh, the University of Dayton, and 

Xavier University, are the only three 
Catholic colleges in Ohio to be recog-
nized as colleges of distinction by the 
rating site CollegesofDistinction.com, 
which features schools dedicated to a 
teaching-centered undergraduate edu-
cation. Across the nation, 74 Catholic 
schools were selected for this honor 
because they offer environments that 
are conducive to spiritual growth while 
preparing students for the future. 

Mount St. Joseph University

Walsh University
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Less than a year after graduating, Ohio 
Dominican University’s entire inaugu-
ral class of physician assistants (PAs) 
is employed in the medical field and 
serving patients across the region and 
the United States. Approximately 87 
percent of graduates are practicing full-
time in Ohio. The rest are working in 
cities such as Chicago, Charlotte, and 
Salt Lake City.
ODU awarded master’s degrees to the 

inaugural graduating class of its master 
of science in physician assistant stud-
ies program (pictured) last December. 
Class members took the Physician As-
sistant National Certification Board 
exam in January, posting a 98 percent 
first-time passage rate. The class now 
has a 100 percent pass rate.
Ohio Dominican launched its PA pro-

gram – the first in central Ohio – in July 
2012. Nationwide Children’s Hospital, 
OhioHealth, Mount Carmel Health,and 
The Ohio State University support the 
program with lecturers and clinical op-
portunities for PA students. Approxi-
mately 33 percent of ODU’s physician 
assistant graduates work in emergency 
medicine, 27 percent in surgery, 16 
percent in primary care, 16 percent in 
internal medicine, and eight percent in 
dermatology, pediatrics, or behavioral 
and mental health.
ODU also has overhauled its online 

and on-campus offerings to better meet 
the needs of busy adult learners. This 
fall, the university’s adult and continu-
ing education program launched majors 
in insurance and risk management and 
cross-disciplinary studies, plus minors 

in computer science, marketing, and 
management. 
ODU also introduced an adult student 

version of its four-plus-one MBA pro-
gram, giving adult learners an opportu-
nity to save time and money by earning 
their master of business administration 
degree in just one additional year of 
study. In addition, it recently converted 
to a three-credit-hour standard for adult 
courses, giving it the ability to accept 
more transfer credits than it was able to 
in the past.
ODU offers a variety of courses for 

adult learners in both online and once-
a-week classes, including a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration. The 
university’s nine-week project manage-
ment boot camp also continues to grow 
in popularity. It prepares students to 

take both the project management pro-
fessional and certified associate in proj-
ect management certification exams. Its 
next series of adult classes begins Mon-
day, Sept. 21.
In addition to its Sunbury Road cam-

pus, ODU also has a new Dublin loca-
tion near State Route 161 and U.S. 33, 

at 6805 Bobcat Way. This location is 
easily accessible to those who live or 
work in Columbus’ northwest suburbs.
For more information on the physician 

assistant studies program, visit ohio-
dominican.edu/PA. For more on adult 
student programs, visit ohiodominican.
edu/adult or call (614) 251-7400.
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LIVINGFaith
Encountering the Other

A few days ago, while driving to work, I heard a 
story on NPR about the thousands of immigrants 
arriving on the small Greek island of Lesbos, refugees 
fleeing war and oppression in Syria, looking for a 
place to live. They risked a dangerous journey leaving 
everything behind and set off toward an unknown 
future. Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
friends and relatives, all willing to trust their lives to 
people and places they do not know.

Listening to reporters interviewing newly arrived 
refugees, I marveled at the joy in their voices. Thrilled 
to have survived the journey and to be standing on 
solid ground in a place free of war and the atrocities 
that accompany it, they spoke with such hope, such 
faith in God, or if not in God, in fellow human beings. 

I wanted to rejoice with them, but concern tempered 
my delight as I wondered what the road ahead would 
bring for them: Mounds of paperwork and bureaucracy 
from governments hesitant to welcome so many 
people needing work and aid. Hostility and resistance 
from those who will feel threatened by their presence, 
by their “otherness.” Soon, frustration will replace the 

euphoria of the refugees’ 
first taste of freedom 
from constant fear and 
suffering.

Tragedy already 
darkens Syrian refugees’ 
arrival. The United 
Nations refugee agency 
reports that over 2,500 
people have died this 
year trying to make 
the dangerous ocean 
crossing. 

Driving home from 
work that same day, I 
heard an inspiring story 
of Icelanders who had 
formed a Facebook 
group, “Syria is Calling,” 
and is pressuring their 
government to take 
in more than the 50 
refugees it had offered 
to accept—a lot more, 
5,000. While the large 
number of people the 
group is proposing to 
welcome is impressive, 
it was the outpouring of 
individuals’ willingness 
to help that stirred my 
heart. 

People offered to open up extra bedrooms in their 
homes and provide food, money, and house wares 
to help new arrivals settle in. This personal response 
is more demanding than putting a check in the mail, 
which is my plan. It means living with people who 
have different beliefs and values. In some cases, like 
sharing one’s home with strangers or welcoming them 
into your city, such action means daily encountering 
the “other” with openness and reverence for their 
personhood. It means, in the midst of serious 
complexities, maintaining the belief that we are more 
alike than different.

This post from “Syria is Calling” eloquently 
proclaims this truth: “Refugees are our future spouses, 
best friends, our next soul mate, the drummer in our 
children’s band, our next colleague, Miss Iceland 
2022, the carpenter who finally fixes our bathroom, 
the chef in the cafeteria, the fireman, the hacker and 
the television host. People who we’ll never be able to 
say to: ‘Your life is worth less than mine.’”

These words challenge all of us around the globe to 
examine our own attitude toward the “other,” not only 
the Syrian refugees, but the marginalized people who 
live in our own cities and neighborhoods. 

The Letter of Saint James, included in this Sunday’s 
readings, speaks forcefully about the responsibility of 
Christians to put their faith into action: “If a brother 
or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the 
day, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, keep 
warm, and eat well,’ but you do not give them the 
necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith 
of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

Fear of those who are not like us is no excuse; it 
is a human failing that must be confronted and 
transformed by love, a process that can take a lifetime. 
It is a process that requires encounter.

But suffering and injustice can’t wait for lifetimes. 
Our faith, our humanity, requires action before we 
are comfortable. We must respond with love despite 
our fear, and incrementally, our hearts will change. 
As Jesus said, love will cast out fear. We are all other 
to someone. Encounter will transform us: those in 
position to give and those who receive, privileged 
with voice and marginalized with none.

© 2015 Mary van Balen.  Visit van Balen’s blog at  
http://www.maryvanbalen.com/the-scallop/
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As the nation’s health care system con-
tinues to evolve, the demand for well-
prepared nurses becomes greater. Mount 
Carmel College of Nursing is responding 
to that need in a variety of ways, adding 
a new doctoral track this year while con-
tinuing the graduate and undergraduate 
programs that have seen its enrollment 
grow steadily in the 25 years it has been a 
degree-granting college.
Its president, Dr. Christine Wynd, who 

in July began her second year leading the 
college, said she would like Mount Car-
mel to become “the Catholic college of 
choice for anyone who wants to pursue a 
nursing career.”  
Its new doctor of nursing practice (DNP) 

program is a significant step toward that 
goal. The DNP is the highest-level degree 
for the nursing profession. “A PhD, the 
doctoral degree most people are familiar 
with, is primarily focused on research,” 
Wynd said. “The DNP is an alternative 
to the PhD, with the difference that it is 
centered on practice. 
“It’s a two- to three-year program pre-

paring advanced-practice clinical nurs-
ing specialists or nurse practitioners to 
take their practice to a higher level in 
systems where they can develop policies 
and suggest methods of intervention and 
change.”
Wynd said six students are enrolled in 

the DNP program, which began on Aug. 

17. “Since 
it’s for 
nurses who 
a l r e a d y 
have mas-
ter ’s-level 
d e g r e e s , 
it’s not de-
signed to be 
a large pro-
gram,” she 
said. “We 
had a maxi-
mum enroll-
ment goal 
of eight stu-
dents for the 
first year, so 

we’re pleased with the results of the mar-
keting program we had for the program 
in the spring.” The college received ap-
proval to offer the program in December 
2014 from the Ohio Board of Nursing.
The program includes online courses, 

enabling students to mix course work 
with their job and family responsibilities. 
They will complete 35 semester hours 
online and a DNP project in a health care 
setting. In their final semester, they will 
come to Mount Carmel for a public pre-
sentation of their project.
Course subjects for the DNP degree in-

clude biostatistics, epidemiology, trans-
lating evidence into practice, outcome 

measurement and analysis, and fiscal 
management of projects. 
“One of the program’s principal goals 

involves giving participants a chance to 
work with organizations and professional 
teams on policy development.” Wynd 
said. “Nurses working to earn a DNP are 
not researchers, but through developing 
their DNP projects, they will learn how to 
find champions to help them pursue their 
work and how to use political action to 
benefit patient care.
“Ultimately, they could be helping write 

significant policies and sitting at the 
highest tables of federal health care plan-
ning. As they come to us with already 
advanced skills, we will be giving them 
added value through the DNP degree.”
The college has been affiliated with 

Mount Carmel Health, the only Catholic 
health care system in the Columbus area, 
since 1903, when it was founded by the 
Sisters of the Holy Cross at the original 
Mount Carmel Hospital in the Franklin-
ton neighborhood on the city’s west 
side. It has continued at that location as 
the Mount Carmel system has expanded 
throughout Franklin County and into 
Fairfield and Delaware counties. 
For most of its history, it was known as 

a nursing school rather than a college be-
cause its academic offerings were limited 
to nurses’ training courses. That changed 
in 1990, when it began granting college 
degrees. It added a graduate program 
in 2003. It is accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Cen-
tral Association of Colleges and Schools 
and by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education.
From small beginnings, it has main-

tained steady growth. It began as a col-
lege with 36 students 25 years ago. In 
2010, that number had reached about 
820. This year, enrollment stood at 1,073 
for all programs when classes began last 
month. 
This includes 162 students studying for 

master’s degrees, and 71 in the school’s 
satellite campus at Fairfield Medical Cen-
ter in Lancaster, which has been offering 
bachelor’s-degree programs since 2008. 

Mount Car-
mel is the 
state’s larg-
est hospital-
based nurs-
ing college 
and is sec-
ond state-
wide only to 
Kent State 
U n i v e r -
sity in total 
nursing en-
rollment. 
M o s t 

Mount Car-
mel stu-
dents are 
from central Ohio, but construction of 
two resident apartment facilities adjacent 
to the college has allowed more people 
from elsewhere to attend. The apartments 
house a total of 144 students. The per-
centage of male students at the college is 
about 10 percent and minority enrollment 
is about 13 percent – figures that have 
been consistent during the last few years.  
The school awards the bachelor of sci-

ence degree in nursing (BSN) upon com-
pletion of one of four tracks: a traditional 
four-year course of studies; an online 
RN-BSN completion program for those 
who already are registered nurses, which 
has about 200 students; a 13-month sec-

ond-degree accelerated program, only 
offered at the Columbus campus; and an 
advanced placement program.
Track options for the master’s degree 

program include adult health; online 
nursing education; nursing administra-
tion; and nurse practitioner options in 
family practice and adult gerontology 
acute care. The nurse practitioner field is 
another rapidly growing segment of the 
nursing profession. Nurse practitioners 
have duties similar to those of primary-
care physicians, allowing them to serve 
as a patient’s chief health care provider 
and to see patients of all ages.
Mount Carmel has partnerships for 

nursing education with the Trinity Health 
System, a national network which in-
cludes Mount Carmel Health, and with 
Ohio University-Lancaster, Columbus 

State Community College, The Ohio 
State University, Ohio Dominican Uni-
versity, Wilmington College, and Lake 
Erie College.
The institution grew to its current 

prominence under the leadership of Dr. 
Ann Schiele, who came to the hospital 
at Franklinton as a nurse in 1961, then 
began teaching at the nursing school in 
1965. She remained there for the next 49 
years, was chosen as its president and 
dean when the school became a college 
in 1990, and served in that position until 
her retirement in 2014, when Wynd, who 
had been dean of the nursing school at 
Ursuline College in suburban Cleveland, 
succeeded her.
“Ann and I had known each other for 

years when she told me she planned to 
retire,” Wynd said. “She had begun talk-

ing a few years earlier about what a great 
position her job would be for her suc-
cessor. I wasn’t ready to leave Ursuline, 
but Ann talked me into coming down to 
Columbus and talking with the leaders 
at Mount Carmel to see what I could do. 
When the opportunity came, it was easy 
to make the move because my time at Ur-
suline had prepared me well.  
“Mount Carmel has offered a wonderful 

foundation for nursing education since 
1903,” she said. “Ann moved it to a high-
er level, and I want to continue enhancing 
its scholarly and research programs. We 
have attracted a high caliber of students, 
and offering a DNP program allows us to 
go to the next level. The DNP program 
emphasizes clinical scholarship, and I ex-
pect its graduates to publish papers and 
go after funding which will result from 
their work.”
Wynd is hoping the college can open an 

office for nursing research, in coopera-
tion with Mount Carmel Health and Trin-
ity Health. It would be led by Dr. Dar-
rell Spurlock Jr., the college’s director of 
scholarship and institutional effective-
ness, who has done extensive research 
in nursing-related topics such as how 
emergency-room staffing levels affect 
the timeliness of pain medication. Wynd 
said he would be joined in such an office 
by a staff which would  including a grant 
writer, a statistician, and others.
“Nursing research has become much 

more sophisticated as a result of forma-
tion 30 years ago of the National Insti-
tute of Nursing Research, which is part 
of the National Institutes of Health,” she 
said. “The institute focuses on acute-care 
programs. We would look more at the 

primary-care level. Giving nurses more 
opportunities to do research and use the 
evidence they gain from that research is 
bound to result in higher-quality, safer 
patient care.
“Changes resulting from the federal Af-

fordable Care Act emphasize the need for 
all forms of nursing – RNs, advanced-
degree nurses, nurse practitioners, and 
DNPs – to cover all the bases in health 
care. If there is a physician shortage, 
there is even more of a shortage of nurse 
practitioners. NPs are really positioned 
well, because they can deliver care that’s 
different from, yet overlaps with what 
MDs do. NPs also are less costly than 
physicians, but I expect their salaries to 
grow as people realize their importance.”
The work of the national research in-

stitute and others has led to changes in 
the way nursing courses are being taught, 
said Dr. Theresa Skybo, associate profes-
sor of nursing, who has been at the col-
lege for the past eight years and has been 
involved in nursing education at Mount 
Carmel and Ohio State since 1996.
“Today, what we’re teaching is based 

much more than it used to be on what’s 
known as evidence-based practice,” she 
said. “This combines the practitioner’s 
individual expertise and the best avail-
able evidence with a patient’s own values 
and expectations. 
“What this means is we’re treating 

people based on what’s best for their 
own unique situation, as opposed to ‘do-
ing things the way they’ve always been 
done.’ This makes it more likely a course 
of treatment will have the best result.”

MOUNT CARMEL COLLEGE OF NURSING
BY TIM PUET, CATHOLIC TIMES/PHOTOS BY KEN SNOW

Dr. Christine Wynd, in her sec-
ond year as college president.

Students in Dr. Kim Loscko’s anatomy and phys-
iology (top left, bottom right) and Olivia Hick-
ey’s human growth and development classes.

Dr. Theresa Skybo, associate 
professor of nursing.

See MT. CARMEL, Page 12



Skybo said this willingness to chal-
lenge accepted practice is reflected 
in the current generation of students. 
“They seem to be more creative, more 
willing to work together than they were 
a few years ago,” she said. “They’re 
more invested in their education, both 
in financial terms and in terms of in-
volvement. There’s a recognition that 
nursing is more of a profession than a 
discipline or series of rules. Teaching 
also has changed. It’s a lot more active, 
with much less ‘standing up and doing 
a lecture.’”
One of those students is Samira Hashi, 

a sophomore from Columbus who 
wants to be a trauma nurse practitioner. 
“I decided to come to Mount Carmel 
because of its reputation,” she said. “I 
noticed that the nurses who graduate 
from here are so well-prepared, and 
found in researching schools that their 
scores on the state Nursing Board tests 
were the best among any of the schools 
I was interested in.
“I always knew I wanted to be in health 

care. Mount Carmel’s holistic view of 
health care – taking care of the whole 
person, body, mind, and spirit – exempli-
fied what I want to take part in. Trauma 
care is fast-paced; you’ve got to think on 
your feet. It’s something I can see myself 
doing for the rest of my life.”
Hashi said she’s been particularly 

affected by anatomy and physiology 
classes taught by faculty member Dr. 
Kim Loscko. “I thought those would 
be boring classes, but she went way be-
yond the way the body works,” Hashi 
said. “The way she makes the body 

come alive makes me feel I’ve learned 
way more in a year than I ever could 
have imagined. She’s also made me re-
alize how important a positive attitude 
is in communicating with patients and 
peers, and has inspired me to always 
keep going and give my best.”
Josh Getzinger, taking part in Mount 

Carmel’s accelerated program for stu-
dents already with a college degree, is 
switching his focus from legal briefs 
to patient charts. “I graduated from 
Ohio State and worked in a bankruptcy 
law office for a few years, but real-
ized I didn’t feel fulfilled by that type 
of work,” he said. “A co-worker was 
an emergency medical technician, and 
he helped me realize that a career in 
health care would make me feel more 
fully realized in terms of my emotional 
and intellectual capacity.
“An acquaintance who is a physician 

assistant helped me compare the de-
gree transition programs at local col-
leges. She felt Mount Carmel provided 
the best experience for students, and 
at 13 months, it also was the fastest. I 
started here in January and it’s been a 
great experience. 
“You learn to be an effective nurse, 

and you get to work both with real pa-
tients and in a lab with an ‘electronic 
patient’ where you can simulate a lot of 
things. It makes you realize you have 
so much to learn, and the door of in-
quiry is always open. To me, that’s ex-
citing,” he said.
“Having gone to OSU, though for a 

different reason, I recognize the differ-
ence that smaller classes make here. 

They allow professors to give you 
more individual attention. There’s not 
the sheer volume of people that forces 
the instructor’s time to be diluted. It 
also was important this is a Catholic 
program, because of the philosophy of 
care for the whole person which results 
from that.”
Skybo also said being Catholic makes 

a difference. “I’ve taught both here and 
at OSU, and I know some students and 

a lot of faculty come here because our 
Catholic atmosphere allows us to bet-
ter care for each other and take a fam-
ily approach to what we do,” she said.
“Catholic spirituality is something 

you see everywhere here, in external 
and internal ways. That’s very im-
portant. I’ve had many students say 
they’re grateful that here they can pray 
and talk about God, while elsewhere, 
that’s not allowed.”
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Mount Carmel Medical Group includes more than 200 primary 
care and specialty providers in over 40 office locations 
throughout central Ohio, so you can be sure to receive the 
patient–centered care you expect, in a location that’s convenient.

Find your nearest location at mountcarmelmedicalgroup.com  
or contact HealthCall at 614-234-2222 to be 
connected with a primary care or  
specialty physician.

THE RIGHT DOCTORS, RIGHT HERE.
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MT. CARMEL, continued from Page 11

Four of the approximately 100 freshmen taking 
Dr. Kim Loscko’s introductory anatomy and 

physiology class this semester.

Teacher Olivia Hickey talks to 
Mount Carmel students about 

how individual development af-
fects approaches to health care.

John Carroll University, located in 
the Cleveland suburb of University 
Heights, and the Ohio University Heri-
tage College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(OU-HCOM) have established a new 
partnership to help talented Ohio high 
school seniors reserve an assured seat 
in medical school.
Each year, as many as 10 John Carroll 

students from Ohio will be able to gain 
early admission to OU-HCOM, the 
state’s only osteopathic medical school, 
which is recognized nationally for its 

excellence in preparing primary care 
physicians.
Students in this program will first pur-

sue an undergraduate program at John 
Carroll for four years. On completing 
studies at JCU, they will transition to 
a reserved seat in OU-HCOM’s medi-
cal school. Students must fulfill all pro-
gram requirements and meet certain ac-
ademic standards. OU-HCOM waives 
its Medical College Admissions Test 
requirement for students in the early 
acceptance program.
JCU pre-health students can conduct 

advanced research with faculty and 
gain valuable internship experience at 
world-class health care institutions in 
Cleveland. Students in the early accep-
tance program also have opportunities 
to connect with current OU-HCOM 
students and activities, providing in-
sight into life as a medical student.
John Carroll also has a four-year pro-

fessional development program which 

is  dedicated to preparing its Boler 
School of Business students for their 
future careers.
Beginning in the freshman year, the 

program follows a professional readi-
ness timeline, providing students with 
step-by-step career building experi-
ences in professional branding, resume 
writing, behavior-based interviewing, 

professional networking, navigating 
LinkedIn, business etiquette, and ne-
gotiating an offer, as well as an execu-
tive mentor program and a professional 
speaker series.                                                  
The professional development pro-

gram allows students to build and pol-
ish professional skills throughout their 
four years at JCU.
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Franciscan University of 
Steubenville is getting the 
Year of Mercy declared 
by Pope Francis off to an 
early start by adopting it as 
the theme for the academic 
year. The pope in April pro-
claimed that what officially 
is known as an Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy will take 
place from Dec. 8 of this year to Nov. 
20, 2016.
“Mercy brings conversion,” Father 

Sean O. Sheridan, TOR, president of 
the university, said at a faculty and 
staff meeting announcing Franciscan’s 
plans for the year. He said students will 
encounter a wide range of events de-
signed to bolster the pope’s call to “see 
the face of mercy” in others. 
The first Year of Mercy event on cam-

pus will be a talk on “The Blessed 
Virgin as the Mother of Mercy” on 
Thursday, Sept. 10 by well-known 
Catholic author and speaker Father Mi-
chael Gaitley, MIC, director of the As-
sociation of Marian Helpers.
The academic year began on Saturday, 

Aug. 22, with four new faculty and staff 
members taking an oath of fidelity to 
the teaching authority of the Church, as 
administered by Bishop Jeffrey Mon-
forton of Steubenville. “In my words 

and in my actions, I shall 
always reserve communion 
with the Catholic Church,” 
the four declared.
Those who took the oath 

were Dr. Alexander Plato, 
philosophy professor; Kim-
berly Sponseller, executive 
director of marketing and 
communications; Brother 

Jason Wooleyhan, TOR, pastoral as-
sociate for evangelization; and Father 
John Shanahan, TOR, pastoral coun-
selor. Pictured are (from left) Plato, 
Bishop Monforton, Sponseller, Father 
Sheridan, Brother Wooleyhan, and Fa-
ther Shanahan.
New theology faculty members, 

priests, and other appropriate personnel 
at the university have publicly prom-
ised to remain faithful to the teaching 
authority of the Church since 1989, 
when the Sacred Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith issued a decree 
for Catholic colleges and universities. 
Franciscan was the first U.S. Catholic 
university to respond to the decree. In 
2013, new Franciscan philosophy fac-
ulty took the oath for the first time.
Earlier this year, the university’s ath-

letic director, Chris Ledyard, was en-
shrined in the Sports Faith Hall of 
Fame in Chicago for his dedication 

to sports and the Catholic Church. He 
was among 12 outstanding Catholic 
athletes, coaches, and teams to be hon-
ored. Other inductees included basket-
ball legend Bob Cousy, 1953 Heisman 
Trophy winner John Lattner, and speed 
skater Bonnie Blair.
The university also announced that its 

online master of arts in catechetics and 
evangelization degree has deepened its 

reach into Europe, with the School of the 
Annunciation (SOTA) – the United King-
dom’s only higher-education institution 
dedicated to the new evangelization 
– enrolling European students in Fran-
ciscan’s program. Most courses will be 
online, coupled with a short residential 
summer program at Buckfast Abbey, a 
medieval monastery located in the Dev-
onshire countryside, south of London. 

Franciscan University of Steubenville

John Carroll University



Isaiah 50:5-9a

James 2:14-18

Mark 8:27-35 
The Isaiah reading is the third of four “Servant 

Songs” found in Isaiah 40-54. These chapters have 
been called Deutero-Isaiah because they contain ma-
terial which developed during and after the Babylo-
nian exile (586 BC) and long after the historical Isa-
iah had prophesied. 
The servant songs spoke about an unnamed and un-

known servant of the Lord who would faithfully carry 
out the will of the Lord in all things. For this reason, 
some scholars identified the servant with an idealized 
image of a personified Israel in a post-exilic period in 
the future. Others thought this servant would be the 
long-awaited Messiah of the Lord, who would restore 
Israel’s good fortune and place in the world. Still oth-
ers thought it was the author of Isaiah 40-54 himself.
Even if the identity of this servant was unknown, 

what is absolutely clear is that the evangelists all had 
an awareness of this servant when they wrote the gos-
pels, and they framed their portrait of Jesus in terms 
of the servant from these songs.
Sunday’s Gospel has been called “the hinge” of 

Mark. Everything before this in Mark has been writ-
ten with an eye toward this confession by Peter of 
Jesus as the Messiah. The rest of the Gospel flows 
from this confession. The Messiah’s identity finally 
becomes clear to Peter, as the speaker for the group 
of disciples – that Jesus is the Messiah (in Greek, the 
Christ). It is now no longer up to demoniacs or those 
who were ill or non-members of the group to identify 
Jesus. Now, his own have finally discovered it.   
The confession comes in response to the question 

Jesus poses to the disciples: “Who do people say I 
am?” They answer, “John the Baptist, Elijah or one 
of the prophets.” Then Jesus asks them directly, 
“Who do you (second-person plural) say I am?” Peter 
alone speaks for the group in noting that “You are 
the Christ.” It is not possible to say what Peter meant 
by his answer, but it certainly suggests that he and 
the rest of the disciples believed at the very least that 
Jesus was God’s agent who had come to restore Israel 
to its place at the head of the nations.
Jesus then orders them not to tell anyone about him. 

This is another example of a stylistic device Mark 
uses to keep the narrative developing until the ar-
rest, trial, and persecution of Jesus, culminating in his 
death on the cross. Immediately upon his death, the 
Roman centurion says unequivocally, “Truly this man 
was the Son of God.” At that point, there is no longer 
cause for secrecy because all has been revealed. 
Once Peter makes his confession, Jesus spells out 

the implications of his identity as the Christ and as 
Son of Man. He “must suffer greatly and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and 
be killed, and rise after three days.” Obviously, when 
Peter takes him aside and tries to talk Jesus out of this 
kind of talk, he demonstrates that his confession is 
limited to his own expectations of greatness for the 
Messiah he awaited; however, that could be said for 
practically all the disciples. 
Jesus calls Peter “Satan” as he explains that Peter 

is thinking as humans do, not as God does. He illus-
trates the point with the demand that “anyone who 
wishes to follow me must deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
and that of the gospel will save it.” That instruction 
is still valid.    
Father Lawrence Hummer, pastor at Chillicothe 

St. Mary Church, can be reached at 
hummerl@stmarychillicothe.com.   
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The Weekday Bible Readings
MONDAY

Numbers 21:4b-9 
Psalm 78:1b-2,34-38

Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

TUESDAY
1 Timothy 3:1-13 

Psalm 101:1b-3b,5-6
John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35

WEDNESDAY
1 Timothy 3:14-16 

Psalm 111:1-6
Luke 7:31-35

THURSDAY
1 Timothy 4:12-16 

Psalm 111:7-10
Luke 7:36-50

FRIDAY
1 Timothy 6:2c-12 

Psalm 49:6-10,17-20
Luke 8:1-3

SATURDAY
1 Timothy 6:13-16 

Psalm 100:1b-5
Luke 8:4-15

The Messiah’s identity finally becomes clear 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle B)

Father
Lawrence L. Hummer

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND 
TELEVISION MASS SCHEDULE
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2015

SUNDAY MASS
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph 

Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Co-
lumbus, and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 
7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 53, 
Columbus. and 10:30 a.m. on WHIZ-TV, Chan-
nel 18, Zanesville. Check local cable system 

for cable channel listing.
 Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery, 

Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN (Time 
Warner Channel 385, Insight Channel 382, or 

WOW Channel 378).  
(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight).

 Mass from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee at 
6:30 a.m. on ION TV (AT&T U-verse Channel 

195, Dish Network Channel 250,
 or DirecTV Channel 305).

DAILY MASS
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in 
Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and 
midnight). See EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv 

(Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, Millersburg, Mur-
ray City and Washington C.H.; Channel 125 in 
Marion, Newark, Newcomerstown and New 

Philadelphia; and Channel 207 in Zanesville); 
8 p.m., St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus, 

and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week IV, Seasonal Proper
 of the Liturgy of the Hours

Len Barbe, CFP®, CRPC® 
Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager, PIA Program
614.825.4048 • 800.254.6671
8425 Pulsar Place, Suite 200, Columbus, OH 43240

© 2014 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.  
ARTRNKJD | AD-10-14-1107 | 470944PM-0314 | 11/2014

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, 
Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (“MLPF&S”), a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and 
other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, 
member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.

Two contemporary Christian bands will be featured in 
a concert that will help kick off the 2015-16 program 
year for youth ministries throughout the diocese.
The concert, featuring City of Bright and Carry the 

Cost, will be at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20 in the 
Catholic Community Center of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, 1033 W. 5th St.
Special guest performers will be HE not m.e., featur-

ing Marysville High School students Micayla Kester-
son and Ethan Pugh, and Voices of Reason, with Our 
Lady of Lourdes parishioners Emma Klaus and Ava 
Lopez, plus other Bunsold Middle School students.
Admission is free to the family-friendly event, which 

is open to all but targeted particularly toward youth 
groups.  

Marysville Youth Concert
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The perils of “preferred peers”

Pontifical College Josephinum 

On Catholic campuses that aspire to Top 10 or Top 
20 status in publicity sweepstakes such as the U.S. 
News and World Report college rankings, one some-
times hears the phrase “preferred peers.” Translated 
into plain English from faux-sociologese, that means 
the schools to which they would like to be compared 
(and be ranked with). At the University of Notre 
Dame, for example, administrators use the term “pre-
ferred peers” to refer to universities such as Duke, 
Stanford, and Princeton, suggesting that these are the 
benchmarks by which Notre Dame measures its own 
aspirations to excellence.

By the current standards of American higher learn-
ing, Duke, Stanford, and Princeton are indeed excel-
lent schools. But is their excellence the excellence 
to which a Catholic institution of higher education 
should aspire? Are they the benchmarks by which a 
Catholic university with dreams of glory should mea-
sure itself?

I doubt it. Boasting vast endowments, many very 
fine teachers, and excellent programs in some fields, 
Duke, Stanford, and Princeton nonetheless partici-
pate in the intellectual incoherence that is the chief 
hallmark of 21st-century American higher education. 
None of the three has a serious, demanding core cur-
riculum, in which students absorb the intellectual pat-
rimony of the West and are thus equipped to meet and 
engage other cultures. Duke has an excellent divinity 
school and a glorious chapel, but it would be a stretch 
to say that serious theology and an appreciation of 
human beings as innately worshipping creatures are 
hallmarks of a Duke undergraduate education. Princ-
eton has the great professor Robert P. George, but its 

philosophy department is adept at turning out gradu-
ates who doubt that there is anything properly describ-
able as “the truth.” As for Stanford, its response to the 
decadence of campus life today has been to institute a 
monitored regime of political correctness that would 
be laghable if it were not sinister. 

Aspirations to excellence should be applauded in 
any field. The real question is “Wwhat do you mean 
by excellence?” And as I survey the higher altitudes 
of American higher education in the first decades of 
the 21st century, at least as measured by U.S. News 
and World Report, I don’t see a lot that Blessed John 
Henry Newman, author of The Idea of a University, 
would recognize as “excellence.” 

I see extremely bright students, often ill-served by 
ideologically distorted teaching. I see extraordinary 
wealth used for endless fundraising. I see lots of sci-
entific and technological innovation, usually unteth-
ered from any serious consideration of whether some-
thing new is good or bad, ennobling or dehumanizing. 
At the undergraduate level, I see a curricular smorgas-
bord that not even the brightest 18-year old could rea-
sonably be expected to navigate, so as to graduate as 

a well-rounded, well-educated young adult. The high-
priced-spread schools may be excellent by their own 
guild standards (for those vaunted rankings depend 
heavily on peer reviews, one academic hand scratch-
ing another academic back). But would Newman ac-
cept those standards or find these schools excellent? 
My hunch is he’d find them deeply confused, no mat-
ter how wealthy.

Catholic higher education in the United States is, in 
my experience, the best Catholic higher education in 
the world. But it could be better. And the notion that it 
will become better by aspiring to be like today’s Ivies 
(or Ivy wannabes like Duke and Stanford) strikes 
me as a hangover from the vertigo of the immediate 
post-Vatican II years. Then, a lot of Catholic educa-
tors, seeking to let some fresh air blow through the 
windows of their classrooms, imagined that refresh-
ing breezes would be imitating schools like Harvard, 
Cornell, and California-Berkeley (which in those 
days was widely regarded as not only the nation’s 
greatest public university, but its greatest university, 
period). The problem was that Harvard, Cornell, and 
Berkeley were on the cusp of losing their minds and 
deconstructing their souls.

Rather than aiming to be like the “preferred peers,” 
why shouldn’t a proudly Catholic university like 
Notre Dame set a new standard of true excellence, 
based on and measured by the Catholic tradition of 
integrated learning and integral human formation?  

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of 
the Ethics and Public Policy Center in  Washington, 
D.C.

THE CATHOLIC
DIFFERENCE
George Weigel

The Pontifical College Josephinum 
began the new academic year with a 
Mass of the Holy Spirit celebrated by 
Bishop Frederick Campbell, the col-
lege’s vice chancellor, on Sunday, Aug. 
30. The liturgy invoking the Holy Spir-
it’s blessings on the community was 
attended by faculty and staff members 
and their families, in addition to nearly 
200 seminarians. 

Each year, the Josephinum is entrust-
ed with the priestly formation of semi-
narians from an average of 25 dioceses 
in the United States. The Diocese of 
Columbus currently has 32 men study-
ing in its undergraduate and graduate 
programs. 

The Josephinum continues to thrive 
under the leadership of Msgr. Christo-
pher Schreck, a priest of the Diocese 
of Savannah, Georgia, who is in his 
fourth year as the seminary’s rector-
president. The faculty consists of 24 lay 

and ordained professors and 16 resident 
priests from many dioceses across the 
nation. 

New to the faculty are Father Juan Car-
los Sack, IVE, former provincial supe-

rior of the Institute of the Incarnate Word 
in Tajikistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, and 
Russia, and Dr. Kevin Poole, former as-
sistant professor of Spanish and medi-
eval studies at Yale University. 

The coming year will be highlighted 
by a variety of special events, includ-
ing Fall Tour Day on Saturday, Oct. 17 
and the Clergy Who Cook program in 
January. 

The Josephinum’s annual lecture se-
ries begins on Thursday, Sept. 17 with 
“Growing Threats to Pro-Life Ameri-
cans’ Rights of Conscience,” presented 
by Richard M. Doerflinger of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ sec-
retariat of pro-life activities. The series 
also will feature Dr. John Grabowski, 
Father Jared Wicks, SJ, Dr. Thomas 
Madden, and Dr. Robert George. A 
complete schedule of lectures and 
events may be found at www.pcj.edu.

Photo: At the opening Mass of the new 
academic year, Bishop Frederick Campbell, 
assisted by Deacon Jeremiah Guappone, in-
censes the altar in the St. Turibius Chapel at 
the Pontifical College Josephinum. 

                                                     Photo by Carolyn Dinovo
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Pray for our dead

Gina Atanasoff
Funeral Mass for Gina “Jeanne” 

Atanasoff, 85, who died Wednesday, 
Sept. 2, was held Saturday, Sept. 5 at 
Columbus St. Andrew Church. Burial 
was at Resurrection Cemetery, Lewis 
Center.
She was a longtime art teacher at Co-

lumbus St. Timothy School and was 
a volunteer for the Buckeye Ranch 
and other organizations. She grew up 
in Lorain, attended Case Western Re-

serve University, and worked as an X-
ray technician and for the physiology 
department of The Ohio State Univer-
sity.
Survivors include her husband, Ger-

ald; sons, David (Terri Frazier) and 
Mark (Brooke); daughters, Mary Jo 
(Jim) Balk, Gigi (John) Stomps, and 
Jeanie (David) Adducchio; and 10 
grandchildren. 

START YOUR DAY  
A BETTER WAY!

BARR, Thomas V., 71, Aug. 30
  St. Paul Church, Westerville

CLARKE, John J., 90, formerly of Columbus, 
Aug. 28
  St. Andrew Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

CRAWFORD, Joan M., 78, Sept. 2
  St. Matthias Church, Columbus

DALPIAZ, Irene, 90, Aug. 29
  St. Joseph Church, Dover

FABIAN, Ruth E., 92, Aug. 22
  St. Mary Church, Marion

FINN, William M. Jr., 69, Aug. 28
  St. John Neumann Church, Sunbury

FRIES, Elizabeth, 65, of Columbus, Aug. 28
  Corpus Christi Church, Dayton

MORETTI, Ronald A., 72, formerly of Colum-
bus, Aug. 27
  St. Ann Church, Ruskin, Fla.

O’BRIEN, R.T. “Terry,” 86, Aug. 27
  Our Lady of Victory Church, Columbus

PRAHIN, Robert “Bob Allen,” 75, Aug. 29
  St. John the Baptist Church, Columbus

RIPPLE RHETT, Suzy, 50, Sept. 2
  St. Timothy Church, Columbus

SCOTT, Charles E., 89, Aug. 26
  St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Zanesville

VANIK, Gabriel P., 89, Aug. 29
  St. Matthias Church, Columbus

VOLLMER, Michael W., 48, Aug. 29
  St. Patrick Church, Columbus

WAGGONER, Deborah, 66, Aug. 28
  St. Paul Church, Westerville

WEBER, Arlene J., 88, Aug. 25
  Church of the Nativity, Utica

WILHELM, Marie, 91, Aug. 27
  St. Mary Church, Marion

WOOD, Warren, 72, Aug. 28
  St. Mary Church, Marion

Sept. 8, 2015 (Columbus, Ohio) – Ohio Dominican University (ODU) and 
Education First Credit Union will present free seminars on a variety topics re-
lated to financial literacy on select dates from Sept. 22 to Nov. 14. The free 
seminars will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the Bishop James A. Griffin Student 
Center, rooms 258-259, located on ODU’s main campus, 1216 Sunbury Road, 
Columbus, 43219. 
The following sessions are available for ODU students, the campus commu-

nity and local residents.
• Sept. 22 – Understanding Credit, Budgeting and Identity Theft in this  

         Electronic Banking Age
• Oct. 20 – Retirement Planning and Understanding Your Investment Choices
The following sessions are available for high school students.
• Oct. 10 – Banking Basics
• Nov. 7 – Establishing Credit
• Nov. 14 – Budgeting
To register for a seminar, email Tiffany Pirwitz, administrative assistant in 

ODU’s Division of Business, at pirwitzt@ohiodominican.edu.
The seminars will be led by Education First staff and a team of ODU junior 

and senior students majoring in Finance and Economics who have met estab-
lished criteria. The seminars will cover topics including banking, financing and 
investing, debt management, and financial instruments, and will include short 
presentations, case analyses, and projects on financial planning.
The seminars are offered as part of a new partnership between ODU and Edu-

cation First Credit Union to offer seminars on financial literacy to Central Ohio 
high school students, as well as ODU students, faculty and staff over the next 
five years.
Education First Credit Union received funding assistance for the first year of 

the program through a grant from the Ohio Credit Union Foundation. 

ODU, Education First Announce 
Financial Literacy Seminars Sept. 22 – Nov. 14

Columbus St. Margaret of Corto-
na Church is sponsoring a monthly 
“Catholic Conversations” series for 
anyone 21 and older featuring discus-
sion of current topics and trends, the 
Bible, and more, all from a Catholic 
perspective.
The event will take place in the private 

room of the Old Bag of Nails restau-
rant, 4065 Main St., Hilliard. There is 
no charge, with participants paying for 
food and drinks if they choose. The for-

mat will include social time, a presenta-
tion, and a question-and-answer period.
The first program will be on Sunday 

September 20 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
The topic is “Social Justice Isn’t Left 
or Right” with Mark Huddy, diocesan 
moderator for social concerns.
Anyone wishing to attend is asked 

to RSVP for planning purposes. Con-
tact Nancy Whetstone at nancywhet-
stone@gmail.com or Julie Naproano 
at julienaporano1@gmail.com.

CATHOLIC CONVERSATIONS SERIES

Submit Obituaries - To have obituaries printed, send it to: 
tpuet@colsdioc.org, or Catholic Times, Obituaries, 197 E. Gay St., Columbus, OH 

43215; or fax to 614-241-2518. Obituaries cannot be taken by phone. 

SEPTEMBER
10, THURSDAY
  Cradling Christianity Dinner at St. Charles
  5:30 p.m., St. Charles Preparatory School, 2010 E. Broad 

St., Columbus. 10th annual Cradling Christianity fun-
draiser for Christians in the Holy Land, beginning with 
Mass celebrated by Father Peter Vasko, OFM, president 
of the board of trustees of the Franciscan Foundation for 
the Holy Land. Speaker: Patrick Madrid, noted Catholic 
author and broadcaster.                               614-890-6996

  Cenacle at Holy Name
  6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave., Colum-

bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, with prayers in 
the Cenacle format of the Marian Movement of Priests.                                                                                                                                         
“Staying Indian in Ohio” at Corpus Christi

  6:30 p.m., Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111 E. Stewart 
Ave., Columbus. “Staying Indian in Ohio,” a documentary 
film produced by the Native American Indian Center of 
Central Ohio, followed by discussion with representa-
tives of the center.                                           614-512-3731

   Alpha Course at St. John Neumann
  6:30 to 9 p.m., St. John Neumann Church, 9633 E. State 

Route 37, Sunbury. Opening of nine-week Alpha course, a 
practical introduction to Christianity.  

                                                                           740-965-1358
  Holy Hour of Reparation at Columbus Sacred Heart
  7 to 8 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., Colum-

bus. Eucharistic Holy Hour following Holy Hour of Repa-
ration prayer format, concluding with Benediction and 
social period. Prayers for intention of deepened holiness 
and an increase in the virtue of fortitude for bishops and 
priests.                                                             614-372-5249

  Rwandan Genocide Survivor Speaks at Ohio Wesleyan
  7 p.m., Gray Chapel, Ohio Wesleyan University, 61 S. San-

dusky St., Delaware. Rwandan genocide survivor Immacu-
lee Ilibagiza speaks about her experiences.

  Abortion Recovery Network Group
  7 p.m., Gateway Center, 2670 N. Columbus St., Lancaster.  

Pregnancy Decision Health Center abortion recovery net-
work group meeting for anyone interested in recovering 
from abortion or who has been through a recovery pro-
gram and wants to stay connected.              614-888-8774

  Back in His Arms Again Meeting
  7 p.m., Panera restaurant, 782 N. State St., Westerville. 

Monthly meeting of Back in His Arms Again group for 
mothers who have experienced the loss of a child.  

  Theology on Tap Meeting
  7 to 9 p.m., El Vaquero Restaurant, 3230 Olentangy River 

Road, Columbus. Meeting of Theology on Tap discus-
sion and social group for young Catholics. Topic: “Moral 
Theology Surrounding Health Care and Bioethics” with 
Father Bob Penhallurick, pastor of Hilliard St. Brendan  
Church. RSVP to cbustheologyontap@gmail.com or Co-
lumbus Theology on Tap Facebook page.

11, FRIDAY 
  Genocide Survivor Speaks at Delaware St. Mary
  9:30 a.m., St. Mary Church, 82 E, William St., Delaware.  

Immaculee Ilibagiza speaks about her book “Our Lady of 
Kibeho,” which tells of how Jesus and the Virgin Mary ap-
peared to eight young Rwandans several years before the 
genocide to warn of the impending violence.

  Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center Open House
  10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 987 

N. Waggoner Road, Blacklick. Center, a ministry of the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace, will be open, weather per-
mitting, for tours.                                           614-866-4302

  Blue Mass at St. Timothy
  5 p.m., St. Timothy Church, 1088 Thomas Lane, Columbus. 

Annual Blue Mass honoring first responders and victims 
of the Sept. 11 attacks, celebrated by Bishop Frederick 
Campbell and sponsored by Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 14345.                                                           614-451-2671

11-12, FRIDAY-SATURDAY
  Prayer Retreat at St. John Neumann
  6:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, St. John 

Neumann Church, 9633 E. State Route 37, Sunbury. “Lord. 
Teach Us to Pray,” a retreat on prayer led by Sister Mary 
Catherine Kauboski, TOR, of the Franciscan Sisters of 
Penance of the Sorrowful Mother.                740-965-1358

11-13, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
  Men’s Silent Retreat at St. Therese’s
  St. Therese’s Retreat Center, 5277 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

Men’s silent retreat sponsored by Catholic Laymen’s Re-
treat League, with Father Joseph Klee. Theme: “St. Joseph, 
Model of Manly Virtue.”                                614-268-0175

12, SATURDAY
  Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
  9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave., Plain City.   

Saturday Life and Mercy Mass,  followed  by  rosary and
  confession.
  Tuscarawas County Walk for Life
  9:30 a.m., Sacred Heart Church, 139 3rd St. N.E., New 

Philadelphia. Fourth annual Tuscarawas County Walk 
for Life, from church to county courthouse for rally and 
back again. Speaker: Beth Vanderkooi, director, Greater 
Columbus Right to Life.                                  330-343-6976

12-13, SATURDAY-SUNDAY
  Founders of Faith Program at Somerset St. Joseph  
  St. Joseph Church, 5757 State Route 383 N.E., Somerset. 

Annual Founders of Faith program, sponsored by dioc-
esan Catholic Committee on Scouting, examining the 
early days of the Catholic Church in Ohio. For anyone 11 
and older. Includes Sunday Mass.                 614-882-7806

13, SUNDAY
  Reception for Deacon Staker at St. Nicholas  
  12:30 to 3 p.m., Parish activity center, St. Nicholas Church, 

1030 E. Main St., Zanesville. Retirement reception in hon-
or of Deacon Gene Staker.                             740-453-0597

  Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic Meeting  
   1:30 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus. 

Meeting of St. Catherine of Siena chapter, Lay Fraternities 
of St. Dominic. 

  Solafide Benefit Concert at St. Pius X  
  3 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner Road, Reyn-

oldsburg. Concert by Solafide men’s quartet to benefit St. 
Francis Center in McArthur.                           614-866-2859

  Logan St. John 175th Anniversary Celebration Opens  
  4 p.m., St. John Church, 351 N. Market St., Logan. Vespers 

service to open church’s 175th anniversary celebration, 
followed by potluck.                                      740-385-2549

  Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
  5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E. Livingston 

Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass entrance). Weekly 
parish prayer group meets for praise, worship, ministry, 
and teaching.                                                  614-886-8266

  St. Margaret of Cortona Catholic Conversation Series
  6 to 7:30 p.m., Old Bag of Nails Restaurant, 4065 Main St., 

Hilliard. Second talk in Columbus St. Margaret of Cortona 
Church “Catholic Conversations” series for anyone 21 and 
older, with Mark Huddy, moderator of the diocesan Of-
fice for Social Concerns, speaking on “Social Justice Isn’t 
Left or Right.”  

  St. Matthew GriefShare Support Group Meeting  
  6:15 to 7:45 p.m., St. Raphael Room, St. Matthew Church, 

807 Havens Corners Road, Gahanna. Opening session of 
GriefShare support group for anyone dealing with the 
loss of a loved one. Sessions continue weekly through 
Dec. 13, except for Nov. 29. $30 fee. Contact Mary Lager 
at mary613@hotmail.com.

  Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
  7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum- 

bus. Mass in Spanish.                                      706-761-4054

  
14, MONDAY 
  Aquinas Alumni Luncheon  
  11 a.m., TAT Ristorante di Famiglia, 1210 S. James Road, Co-

lumbus. Monthly Columbus Aquinas High School alumni 
luncheon.

  Bethesda Post-Abortion Healing Ministry
  6:30 p.m., support group meeting, 2744 Dover Road, Co-

lumbus (Christ the King convent, first building west of 
the church).      614-718-0277, 614-309-2651, 614-309-0157

  Our Lady of Peace Men’s Bible Study
  7 p.m., Our Lady of Peace Church, 20 E. Dominion Blvd., 

Columbus. Bible study of Sunday Scripture readings.   
  Program for Returning Catholics at St. Anthony
  7 to 9 p.m., St. Anthony Church, 1300 Urban Drive, Co-

lumbus. First meeting of five-week program for returning 
Catholics, based on “Returning Home to Your Catholic 
Faith: An Invitation” by Sally Mews.              614-885-4857

15, TUESDAY
  Rosary for Life at St. Joan of Arc
  Following 6:15 p.m. Mass, St. Joan of Arc Church, 10700 

Liberty Road, Powell. Recital of Rosary for Life, spon-
sored by church’s respect life committee.

  Death Penalty Discussion at St. Paul
 7 p.m., St. Paul Church, 313 N. State St., Westerville. 

Second of two evenings of discussion of the Catho-
lic perspective on the death penalty and restorative 
justice, sponsored by the diocesan Office for Social 
Concerns, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and Ohioans 
to Stop Executions. Speakers include Wendy Tarr, com-
munity organizer of the St. Vincent de Paul Society’s 
Restored Citizens and Communities for Change project.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                         614-882-2109

  Death Penalty Discussion at Chillicothe St. Mary
  7 p.m., St. Mary Church, 61 S. Paint St., Chillicothe. 

First of two evenings of discussion of the Catho-
lic perspective on the death penalty and restorative 
justice, sponsored by the diocesan Office for Social 
Concerns, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and Ohio-
ans to Stop Executions. Speakers include Terry Collins, 
former Ohio state prisons director, who oversaw more 
than 30 executions and opposes the death penalty.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                         740-772-2061

  Prayer Group Meeting at St. Mark  
  7:30 p.m., St. Raymond Room, St. Mark Center, 324 Gay St., 

Lancaster. Light of Life prayer group meeting.  
                                                                          740-654-6928

16, WEDNESDAY
  Catholic Social Services Breakfast with the Bishop
  7:30 to 9 a.m., Regency Ballroom, Hyatt Regency Hotel, 

350 N. High St., Columbus. Catholic Social Services an-
nual Breakfast with the Bishop, with talks by Bishop Fred-
erick Campbell and Frank Santoni, who will present a ho-
listic poverty-ending program model being used in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with the help of the University of Notre 
Dame and Catholic Charities USA.                 614-221-5891

  ‘Laudato Si’’ Study Group at Shepherd’s Corner
  7 to 8:30 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 987 N. 

Waggoner Road, Blacklick. First meeting of four-week 
study group discussing Pope Benedict’s encyclical “Lau-
dato Si’.” led by Sister Diane Kozlowski, OP, and Ameri-
Corps volunteer Kaitlyn Lowry. Suggested donation $3. 
Registration deadline Sept. 14.                  614-866-4302 
Death Penalty Discussion at Chillicothe St. Mary

  7 p.m., St. Mary Church, 61 S. Paint St., Chillicothe. Con-
clusion of discussion of the Catholic perspective on the 
death penalty and restorative justice. Speakers include 
Wendy Tarr of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

                                                                           740-772-2061
  Divorce Healing Program at Two Churches
  7 p.m., St. Catharine Church, 500 S. Gould Road, Co-

lumbus, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 3730 
Broadway, Grove City. Opening of 12-week program run-
ning through Dec. 9 titled “The Catholic’s Divorce Sur-
vival Guide,” featuring 30-minute videos on a variety of 
divorce-related topics.

17, THURSDAY
  Cenacle at Holy Name
  6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave., Colum-

bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, with prayers in 
the Cenacle format of the Marian Movement of Priests.

  Holy Hour of Reparation at Columbus Sacred Heart
  7 to 8 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., Co-

lumbus. Eucharistic Holy Hour following Holy Hour of 
Reparation prayer format, concluding with Benediction 
and social period.                                            614-372-5249
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All fund-raising events (festivals, 
bazaars, spaghetti dinners, fish 

fries, bake sales, pizza/sub sales, 
candy sales, etc.) will be placed in 

the “Fund-Raising Guide.” 
An entry into the Guide will be 

$18.50 for the first six lines, and 
$2.65 for each additional line. 

For more information, 
call David Garick at 614-224-5195.

Notices for items of Catholic interest 
must be received at least 12 days be-
fore expected publication date. We will 

print them as space permits. 
Items not received before this deadline 

may not be published. 
Listings cannot be taken by phone.

Mail to: The Catholic Times
Happenings, 

197 East Gay St., Columbus, OH  43215 
Fax to: 614-241-2518

E-mail as text to tpuet@colsdioc.org

‘Happenings’ submissions
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The University of Dayton rededicated the spiritu-
al and geographical focal point of its mission – the 
iconic Chapel of the Immaculate Conception – after a 
14-month, $12-million renovation. 
The privately funded renovation addressed space, 

design aesthetics, and seating to accommodate the 
full range of the Catholic Church’s liturgical activities 
and to enhance prayer, said Father  James Fitz, SM, 
the university’s vice president for mission and rector. 
Father Fitz said the chapel renovation committee re-

mained faithful to the chapel’s historical dimensions, 
while providing universal accessibility and meeting 
other building code requirements.
Among the renovated chapel’s features are a restored 

dome; refurbished and accessible front doors;a baptis-
mal font fashioned from woodcuts of Mary and the four 
evangelists which were preserved from the chapel’s for-
mer wooden pulpit; a new altar, lectern, presider’s chair, 
processional crucifix, cantor stand, and Easter candle 
stand; a Eucharistic reservation chapel for private prayer 
and adoration; a reconciliation room that accommodates 
face-to-face or anonymous confessions; curved, solid 
walnut wooden pews and kneelers which bring the as-
sembly together more closely in community (the main 
floor and balcony seat 376 people); a state-of-the-art 
digital organ; restored stained glass windows; new de-
votional spaces for private prayer; new restrooms; a wed-

ding preparation space; meeting room, sacristy, storage 
and office spaces; and up-to-date information technol-
ogy and WiFi connections.
An estimated 8,300 full-time undergraduates, in-

cluding about 2,150 first-year students, began classes 
on Wednesday, Aug. 26, topping last year’s record 
enrollment of 7,918. About 60 percent of the student 
body is from outside Ohio. More than 55 nations are 
represented on campus. Overall, a record 12 percent 
of undergraduates are from another country.    

Lourdes University, located in the To-
ledo suburb of Sylvania, has enhanced 
its academic, student life, and athletics 
programs, provided more study abroad 
and internship opportunities, and es-
tablished home fields and soon a home 
court for its athletic teams.
Academic enhancements include cre-

ation of a new bachelor’s degree in pub-
lic health, and a collaboration between 
Lourdes and Saint Louis University 
which allows students to pursue a mas-
ter of social work degree at Lourdes. 
In addition, the master of organiza-

tional leadership degree is being offered 
onsite at the Toledo Jeep plant, and a 
new scholarship has been established 
for educators employed in Toledo di-
ocesan schools who pursue a master of 
education degree in educational leader-
ship at Lourdes.
The university’s new athletic complex 

allows the Lourdes Gray Wolves men’s 
and women’s lacrosse and soccer trams 
to have a home field. 
The soccer teams are beginning their 

inaugural season this fall and are mem-

bers of the National Association of In-
tercollegiate Athletics and the Wolver-
ine-Hoosier Athletic Conference.
Ground has been broken on the new 

Russell J. Ebeid Recreation Center, 
which will open in the fall of 2016. The 
facility will feature cardio, yoga, free 
weight, aerobics and spinning rooms; 
locker rooms; and classrooms. 
The athletic components will include 

indoor competition-level basketball 
and volleyball courts, home and visiting 
locker rooms, a training room, the Gray 
Wolves suite, a ticket office, concession 
area, two-story atrium with mezzanine 
level, a spirit wall, and coaches’ offices.
Rooted in the Catholic Franciscan tra-

dition, Lourdes offers baccalaureate de-
grees in more than 30 academic majors, 
as well as graduate degrees in business, 
education, nursing, organizational lead-
ership, and theology. 
Community outreach programs in-

clude the Appold Planetarium, the Cen-
ter for Science Education and the Envi-
ronment, and lifelong learning. 

Named a “Best in the 
Midwest” college by 
the Princeton Review, 
Lourdes University is a 
nationally accredited vet-
eran- and transfer-friend-
ly institution, offering a 
variety of scholarships. 

Explore the possibilities 
online at www.lourdes.
edu or by phone at (419) 
885-3211.  

The University 
of Dayton

Lourdes University

614-276-1439 modlich-monument.com

Beautifully
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NEWS IN PHOTOS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

A 225-foot mural featuring an image of Pope Francis nears completion in New 
York City Sept. 1. The artwork was commissioned by DeSales Media Group, the 

communications and technology arm of the Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz

Migrants, hoping to cross into Hungary, walk along 
a railway track near the village of Horgos in Serbia, 
towards the border it shares with Hungary.
CNS photo/Marko Djurica‚ Reuters

Members of Sacred Heart Church in McAllen, Texas, 
participate in a virtual town hall meeting with Pope Francis 
via satellite link from the Vatican Aug. 31. The meeting also 
included Catholics from Chicago and Los Angeles and was 

arranged and hosted by ABC News. 
CNS photo/courtesy of ABC News



Mount Carmel College of Nursing isn’t just another large institution that centers its attention 

on only getting you a degree and sending you on your way. Here, you focus on building 

a foundation to become not only an outstanding nurse, but also build upon a tradition 

of excellence in Catholic higher education. Your drive and dedication are matched with 

our exceptional curriculum for both undergraduate and graduate programs. We also offer 

intimate class sizes which give you more access to your instructors and greater opportunities 

to learn and grow. For more information, visit mccn.edu or call 614.234.4CON.

ready to become the 

you of your dreams? 

we’re ready for you.


