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The Editor’s Notebook

By David Garick, Editor

Indian Summer
The past few weeks have provided 

some really beautiful weather.  Indian 
Summer was here in all itsglory.  Clear 
blue skies spread over absolutely bril-
liant trees and bushes blazing in red, 
gold, and purple. Temperatures ap-
proaching 70 degrees mandated a few 
final outings in short-sleeved shirts 
that had been on the way to their win-
ter storage. The wonderful natural in-
cense of burning leaves … I know you 
are not supposed to burn leaves any 
more, but out in the country where I 
live, most folks still do… and those 
rising curls of smoke and the scent 
that defined autumn during my child-
hood remains a powerful connection 
in my mind to this part of the cycle of 
the seasons.
Indian Summer is defined as a period 

of unseasonably warm days after the 
first frost of autumn. Our first frost 
occurred a month ago, and we have 
enjoyed these clear, warm days ever 
since.
In Europe, Indian Summer is called 

St. Martin’s Summer.  The name de-
rives from St. Martin of Tours, whose 
feast day we celebrated this week 
(Nov. 11). The legend is that when 
his body was moved from its original 
burial place to the shrine erected for 
him in Tours, flowers bloomed along 
the riverbanks as his body passed by 
that November day.  
In fact, from the fourth century until 

the late Middle Ages, this week was 
something of a fall Mardi Gras.  These 
brief, warm days were a time of great 
feasting that preceded a 40-day fast 
that began the day after St. Martin’s 
Day.  That fast evolved into what we 
now observe as Advent.

 These autumn 
days tell us of 
the changes that 
lie ahead. The 
cold winds of 
winter may not 
be with us yet, but we can sense them 
on the horizon. I guess the thing about 
Indian Summer is that, while we know 
full well the cold, gray time that lies 
ahead, God gives us these wonderful 
days as a reminder of the comforting 
warmth we enjoyed through the spring 
and summer.  He adds the harvest of 
all we accomplished during those pro-
ductive days.  He splashes everything 
with color to add an exclamation point 
to the beauty of the world he created 
for us.  This gives us reason to remem-
ber God’s blessing and to be grateful. 
But it also allows us to move ahead 
in hope in the face of the dark, cold 
days of winter, the difficult struggles 
of economic losses, the challenges that 
bear down on the spirit and lead to de-
pression, and the dangers that threaten 
us from all sides.  
A God who can make a day such as 

this can come down from heaven and 
be with us on our journey through this 
world, and, through his unfathomable 
love, can lead us to an even more beau-
tiful world with him for all eternity.  
That’s what you can see in an Indian 

Summer day … a wonderful memo-
ry and an overwhelmingly beautiful 
promise.  As Emily Dickinson wrote:
Oh, sacrament of summer days,
Oh, last communion in the haze,
Permit a child to join,
Thy sacred emblems to partake,
Thy consecrated bread to break,
Taste thine immortal wine!

The U.S. Supreme Court said 
on Friday, Nov. 6 that it will hear 
seven pending appeals in lawsuits 
brought by several Catholic and 
other faith-based entities against 
the Obama administration’s contra-
ceptive mandate.
The court will hear appeals from 

groups in Colorado, Maryland, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Penn-
sylvania, Texas, and the District of 
Columbia.
Among the plaintiffs are the Little 

Sisters of the Poor, the Archdiocese 
of Washington, Priests for Life, 
Southern Nazarene University, Tex-
as Baptist University, and several 
Pennsylvania Catholic institutions.
Under the federal Affordable Care 

Act, most employers, including re-
ligious ones, are required to cover 
employees’ artificial birth control, 
sterilization, and abortifacients, 
even if employers are morally op-
posed to such coverage.
In all the cases to be argued before 

the high court in March, appellate 
courts in various jurisdictions sided 
with the Obama administration. 
The rulings said the religious en-
tities’ freedom of religion was not 
burdened by having to comply with 
the mandate, as they have argued, 
because the federal government has 
in place an accommodation for a 
third party to provide the contested 
coverage.
The religious groups object to that 

notification, saying they still would 
be complicit in supporting practic-
es they oppose. While their appeals 
worked their way to the high court, 
the government has not been able 
to force the groups to comply with 
the mandate or face daily “fines for 
noncompliance. “Charitable minis-

tries across the nation simply want 
to provide life-affirming health 
care for their employees, without 
fear of massive government pen-
alties,” said Baltimore Archbishop 
William E. Lori, chairman of the 
U.S. bishops’ ad hoc committee for 
religious liberty.
He called on Catholics to pray that 

“this basic freedom” that no one in 
this nation has to violate their re-
ligious convictions “will prevail. 
This freedom is not only common 
sense, it is what the law requires,” 
the archbishop said. The Archdio-
cese of Washington said it “is heart-
ened to learn that the U.S. Supreme 
Court has agreed to review the D.C. 
Circuit’s flawed ruling in our chal-
lenge to the HHS (Health and Hu-
man Services) mandate, together 
with the other challenges pending 
before the court.”
“A particular concern for the arch-

diocese is the government’s treat-
ment of Catholic educational and 
charitable ministries as if they are 
somehow less religious than houses 
of worship, and therefore less de-
serving of the right to operate in ac-
cord with the church’s teachings,” 
it said. “The archdiocese is hopeful 
that the court will vindicate our re-
ligious freedom and the freedom of 
Catholic ministries also seeking to 
practice their faith freely, as guaran-
teed under the law.
Only those religious employers 

that meet narrow criteria set by the 
Obama administration are exempt 
from the mandate. Houses of wor-
ship are exempt, for example, but 
most Catholic and other religious 
employers are not.

Supreme Court will hear appeals in Catholic, 
other groups’ mandate cases

See CASES, Page 6
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Cardinal Peter Turkson concluded a 
three-day visit to Columbus by tell-
ing 1,200 people of his hope that the 
papal encyclical for which he was the 
lead consultant will have a significant 
impact on the coming United Nations 
Climate Change Conference in Paris.
“The world is turning its gaze to-

ward Paris” for the event, which be-
gins Monday, Nov. 30 and continues 
through Friday, Dec. 11, said the Gha-
naian cardinal, president of the Pontifi-
cal Council for Justice and Peace. “It is 
the hope and desire of the Holy See that 
the guidance of (the encyclical) Lau-
dato Si’ will provide the moral fiber” to 
enable leaders of the 196 nations taking 
part in the conference to come to the 
hard decisions they need to make.
The conference’s stated goal is to 

achieve a new international agree-
ment on the climate, applicable to all 
nations, with the aim of keeping the 
earth’s average temperature below two 
degrees Celsius (35.6 degrees Fahren-
heit), widely seen as the benchmark for 
avoiding catastrophic global warming.
“I am hoping the world’s leaders in 

Paris will come away with concrete 
gestures and actions” related to climate 
change, Cardinal Turkson said. The 
coming meeting is the 21st such gath-
ering of partners to a U.N. convention 
on climate change which was adopted 
in 1992. The cardinal noted that the first 
20 meetings have resulted in little prog-
ress, but said he felt people are slowly 
beginning to realize the threat posed by 
global warming and the need to take 
better care of the environment.
“Government leaders are preparing to 

take action, and now business leaders 
have accepted an invitation from Pope 
Francis” to come to the Vatican for a 
dialogue on the environment in Decem-
ber, Cardinal Turkson said. In addition, 
he said several national bishops’ con-
ferences have committed themselves 
to encouraging their nations’ leaders to 
take decisive steps on climate change at 
the meeting and at home.
“Catholic social teaching demands 

a sense of justice in which we respect 
the demands of relationships in which 
we exist, including a respect for the de-
mands of our relationship with Mother 
Earth,” he said.  

The cardinal’s comments came on 
Monday, Nov. 2, in a talk which drew a 
capacity crowd to The Ohio State Uni-
versity’s Mershon Auditorium. It was 
part of a series of events OSU is con-
ducting relating to sustainability of the 
planet’s resources.
Cardinal Turkson repeated several of 

the points he had made at his other Co-
lumbus stops about how the encyclical 
is at its heart a document on how we 
show our love for God by the way we 
treat the people and the resources God 
has made.

Pope Francis had the encyclical in 
mind since the beginning of his papa-
cy, Cardinal Turkson said, noting that 
the former Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio 
was deeply affected by the words of a 
Brazilian cardinal who,  moments after 
he accepted the results of the conclave 
which elected him, said to the new 
pope, “Do not forget the poor.”  
The talk was part of an hourlong pro-

gram which also included an informal 
“fireside chat” with Dr. Michael Drake, 
Ohio State president, and Dr. Bruce 
McPheron, dean of OSU’s college of 
food, agricultural and environmental 
sciences.
In response to a student’s question on 

how individuals can help control cli-
mate change, Cardinal Turkson made 
“one suggestion the Holy Father men-
tioned which I know won’t be too pop-

ular here in the United States – turn off 
your air conditioners,” then mentioned 
other actions such as turning off lights 
when not in use and paying attention to 
what’s in the food we buy. “Every small 
gesture that reduces carbon in the atmo-
sphere can help,” he said. “They don’t 
have to be big initiatives.”
Drake recalled that when he was in 

college, there was great concern about 
Paul Ehrlich’s book The Population 
Bomb, which predicted food short-
ages and mass starvation in the late 
20th century. “The result was that as 
we watched the population grow, we 
also saw a greater focus on science and 
technology, allowing food production 
to grow with much greater effective-
ness,” he said.
“We made progress, but not without 

cost. We have to think about the effects 
of our progress. We saw that big prog-
ress led to big solutions, but also saw 
the collateral damage this can do, mak-
ing us recognize we all have to be vigi-
lant on a daily basis” about what we do 
to the environment. He also noted that 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constanti-
nople, leader of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, shares the pope’s and the car-
dinal’s ecological concerns and often 
has described our treatment of the en-
vironment as sinful.
Cardinal Turkson’s Columbus visit be-

gan on Saturday, Oct. 31, at a forum at 
the Martin de Porres Center with about 
150 invited guests representing Ohio’s 
political, business, scientific, and spiri-
tual communities. It continued on Sun-
day, Nov. 1 as he celebrated a Mass 
sponsored by central Ohio’s Ghanaian 
community at St. Anthony Church.
Much of his final day in the city was 

spent with young people. He talked to 
high school students from throughout 
the diocese at St. Francis DeSales High 
School, then visited OSU to see the 
university’s EcoCAR project, in which 
students are re-engineering a 2016 Ca-
maro into a performance hybrid, and to 
view ice core samples from the world’s 
highest, most remote ice fields at the 
Byrd Polar Research Center.
“I saw students displaying creativity, 

innovation, and skills in responding to 
some of the difficult challenges facing 
society,” he said. “I don’t think there’s 
any reason to doubt the competence 
and willingness of young people to em-
brace those challenges. We can be very 
hopeful about their efforts.”
At a news conference before the talk, 

Cardinal Turkson said, “Age doesn’t 
matter. The pope’s appeal should have 
particular interest for young people, but 
we all should be concerned about the 
kind of world we leave for those who 
come after us. Some students desire a 
new toy or a new product every day, 
and discipline in controlling their tastes 
and desires will be of great help.”
Responding to a question from the au-

ditorium audience asking how his own 
experience might have affected his en-
vironmental consciousness, Cardinal 
Turkson said he was raised in a man-
ganese mining town in southern Ghana, 
with the town’s young people using the 
area around the mine as a playground.
“I grew up with environmental degra-

dation,” he said. “I remember how the 
forest and the topsoil were taken away, 
and all that was left were gaping holes 
that we were told it wasn’t cost-effec-
tive to fill. I can’t say this is what led 
me to my present position, but it’s what 
I grew up in.” 

BY TIM PUET
Reporter, Catholic Times

Turkson hopes encyclical will influence U.N. climate conference

“... we all should be 
concerned about the kind 

of world we leave for those 
who come after us.”                         

From left: Dr. Michael Drake, president of The Ohio State University; Cardinal Peter Turkson; 
and Dr. Bruce McPheron, OSU agriculture college dean, at a “fireside chat.”  CT photos by Tim Puet
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By Rick Jeric

Miss America
Did you take a brief look at how you handle 

yourself publicly this past week?  No need to 
become self-conscious, but more conscious of 
ourselves.  That goes for both our inner and 
outer selves.  The example we set is incredibly 
important, especially for the most impression-
able among us – our youth.  Our manners and etiquette as human be-
ings are a big part of who we are and how we impact people.  We want 
to be perceived and thought of as people who have a message, and we 
base it on the Gospel of Jesus Christ and His presence in the Eucharist.  
If we are to evangelize as Catholic Christians, we must exude respect, 
joy, and love.  A negative attitude, focused on our own selfish needs 
and wants, is not a good place to start.  Again, think about our parents, 
our teachers, and our veterans.  We are products of our environment, 
including those who taught us.  But it is always our challenge and re-
sponsibility to be receptive, to listen, and to grow.  We do so with the 
Gospel, the Eucharist, and one another.  We cannot journey alone.
Here she comes, Miss America!  I had never met a winner of the Miss 

America pageant until last month, when I attended the International 
Catholic Stewardship Council’s annual conference.  I have referred to 
this event often over the years.  It is an excellent and inspirational 
conference each year.  One of this year’s keynote speakers was Miss 
America 2001,  Angela Perez Baraquio Grey.  I was very curious to see 
and hear her presentation for a variety of reasons.  Of course, I had 
some preconceived notions of what it would be.  I was very pleasantly 
surprised by a very rich, spiritual, and inspirational presentation about 
her Catholic faith and its impact on her life.  Angela was part of a large 
family with nine brothers and sisters.  She was raised in Hawaii by her 
parents, both Filipino immigrants.  All the children sang in the parish 
choir and served Mass regularly.  Their faith always came first.  A dra-
matic and emotional loss in the state basketball championship in high 
school helped form Angela and teach her not only to win with grace, 
but to lose with grace.  She achieved her dream of a college degree 
and taught in a Catholic parish school.  While she had won a few local 
beauty pageants when she was younger, she entered the Miss America 
pageant on a dare by some of her students, and was at the maximum 
entry age of 24.  When she won, as the first Miss America of Asian 
descent, she committed to keeping her faith as a top priority as she 
spent the next year traveling around the nation and world.  She even 
rearranged her schedule on Sundays to be sure she always attended 
Mass.  One of her greatest challenges has been dealing with the suicide 
of one of her brothers.  Through it all,  Angela is a remarkable witness 
to her faith and love in Jesus Christ.  She is married, with four beautiful 
children, and is the principal of a Catholic school in California.
Our practical challenge this week is to consider our greatest accom-

plishment, other than our spouse and children.  Whatever it is that 
makes us “tick,” think about how we handle it, what we do with it, 
and how it impacts the rest of our life.  Does our faith remain a top 
priority, or is it something separate from our livelihood and peak ac-
complishments?  Let us pray for the grace to win and lose with grace, 
and also to champion our “greatness” with faith-filled grace.
Jeric is director of development and planning for the Columbus Diocese.

A Mass of healing and a healing ser-
vice will take place at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 16 at Columbus St. Joseph 
Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St. Father Paul 
Noble will celebrate the Mass and pro-
vide the homily.  
Following the Mass, a healing service 

will take place, beginning with Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
veneration of relics of the True Cross. 
Each person present will have the op-
portunity to speak individually with 

one of several priests who will be avail-
able to discuss particular situations and 
offer prayers of healing. The Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick also will be 
available. The service will conclude 
with Benediction.  
All persons who seek healing from 

physical illnesses and infirmities are 
invited, as are family members, care-
givers, and medical professionals.  For 
questions, call the cathedral at (614) 
224-1295.

Columbus St. 
Charles Prepa-
ratory School 
graduates Dan 
Sullivan and 
Msgr. William 
Dunn received 
the school’s 
highest honors 
on Wednesday, 
Nov. 4 at the 
school’s annual 
Mass for the 
feast of its pa-
tron, St. Charles 
Borromeo. An 
all-school Mass 
was celebrated 
by Bishop Frederick Campbell and con-
celebrated by alumni and guest priests.
Sullivan, a 1983 St. Charles graduate, 

was presented the Principal’s Award for 
Leadership and Service. He was hon-
ored particularly for his help setting up 
a talk by businessman and investor Pe-
ter Lynch which benefited the school’s 

e n d o w m e n t 
funds, and for 
his expertise in 
helping develop 
new marketing 
initiatives that 
have resulted in 
a growing enroll-
ment and a more 
prominent stature 
for the school.
Msgr. Dunn, a 

member of the 
Class of 1957, 
received the Bor-
romean Medal 
for a lifetime of 

service to the Diocese of Columbus and 
its people as a priest, pastor, spiritual 
leader, and role model. He has served 
the school as a member of the faculty 
(1968-76) and dean of students, a mem-
ber of the school advisory board (1996-
2003), and as annual fund chairman 
(1988-89).

Photo courtesy St. Charles Preparatory School

HEALING MASS AND SERVICE

ST. CHARLES CELEBRATES HONOREES

Ohio Dominican University seeks a Roman Catholic priest to serve a 
community of 3,000 students, faculty and staff from various faith tradi-
tions, cultures and life experiences.  

The Chaplain provides for their sacramental life and pastoral needs; the 
Associate Director of Campus Ministry assists the Director in offering 
programs and activities that address their spiritual well-being.

A full position description is available and applications may be submit-
ted at www.ohiodominican.edu/jobs. 

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 
Inquiries can be emailed to hr@ohiodominican.edu, or by contacting 

614-251-4560.  

Associate Director of Campus Ministry 
and University Chaplain
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You may have read recently that Pope 
Francis prayed to St. Peregrine. Just who 
is St. Peregrine, you might have asked? 

Peregrine was born in Forli, Italy, 
around 1265. At that time, Forli was 
part of the Papal States. Peregrine and 
his family were very active in the anti-
papal party. When Peregrine was 18, St. 
Philip Benizi arrived in Forli to preach 
reconciliation. Peregrine was part of 
the crowd that heckled and harassed 
Philip. At one point, Peregrine struck 
Philip. Philip did not erupt in violence 
against Peregrine. Instead, he forgave 
Peregrine.

The encounter with Philip changed 
Peregrine. He eventually joined the Ser-
vants of Mary in Siena, Italy. When Per-

egrine returned to Forli, he focused on 
helping the sick, the poor, and those on 
the fringes of society. He imposed many 
penances on himself because of his pre-
vious life, One of the penances was that 
he had to stand as much as he could.

The constant standing led to varicose 
veins. This led to an open sore on his 
leg and, eventually, cancer. The night 
before Peregrine’s leg was to be ampu-
tated, he prayed before an image of the 
crucified Christ. When he woke up the 
next morning, his leg was healed. Per-
egrine lived another 20 years and died 
on May 1, 1345 at age 80.

Peregrine was canonized on Dec. 27, 
1726. He is the patron saint of those suf-
fering from cancer.

The call for entries 
has been announced 
for the 2016 “Try 
Prayer! It Works!” 
contest. In this national 
competition sponsored 
by Family Rosary, 
children participate in 
an inspiring faith expe-
rience as they express 
their belief through art, 
poetry, and prose.

The “Try Prayer! 
It Works!” contest is 
open to students in 
kindergarten through 
12th grade. The na-
tional competition at-
tracts more than 1,000 finalist en-
tries from approximately 22,000 
participants nationwide. Children 
and teens from Catholic schools, 
parishes, home schools, and other 
Catholic organizations use their 
talent to convey their beliefs.

This year’s theme – “Who Is My 
Mother? Who Are My Brothers and 
Sisters?” – is about doing God’s 
will. By listening to the Father and 
understanding his wishes for us,  
we join the family of Heaven.

In Matthew 12:46-50, Jesus is 
told that his mother and brothers 
are waiting to speak to Him. Jesus 
asks, “Who is My mother and who 
are My brothers?” He then holds 
out His hand toward His disciples 
and says, “Behold My mother and 
My brothers! For whoever does the 
will of My Father who is in Heav-
en, he is My brother and sister and 
mother.”

“By doing God’s will, we are wel-
comed into the family of Jesus and 
His holy mother Mary,” said Father 
Willy Raymond, CSC, president 
of Holy Cross Family Ministries. 
“That’s why we must listen ever so 
closely. It is difficult to hear God 
speak when we are distracted by so 
many things: texting, email, com-
mercials, friends, activities. It is 
important to set aside quiet time 
for prayer and meditation so we 
can connect with God and learn of 
his desires for us.”

The “Try Prayer! It Works!” con-
test asks entrants to use creativity 
to depict their faith. Children in 
grades kindergarten to 12 enrolled 

in a Catholic school, religious 
education program, parish, home 
school, or other organization are el-
igible to participate. For details or 
to download an application, go to 
www.FamilyRosary.org/TryPrayer. 
All entries must be postmarked by 
Feb. 1, 2016. For more informa-
tion, call Holy Cross Family Minis-
tries at (1-800) 299-PRAY (7729).

Family Rosary was founded in 
1942 by Servant of God Patrick 
Peyton, also known as the “Ro-
sary priest,” to help families pray 
together. Father Peyton and the 
ministry are known for two pow-
erful and memorable sayings: “the 
family that prays together stays to-
gether” and “a world at prayer is a 
world at peace.” Father Peyton was 
one of the most influential Ameri-
can Catholic priests of the 20th 
century, using the entertainment 
industry to further his mission of 
family Rosary prayer in honor of 
Mary and her Son Jesus.

In the spirit of its founder, Servant 
of God Patrick Peyton, CSC, Holy 
Cross Family Ministries serves Je-
sus Christ and His church by pro-
moting and supporting the spiritual 
wellbeing of the family. Faithful to 
Mary, the mother of God, the Fam-
ily Rosary, a member ministry, en-
courages family prayer, especially 
the Rosary. 

For more information, call 
(1-800) 299-PRAY (7729) or visit 
www.Family Rosary.org.

Holy Cross Family Ministries 
is sponsored by the 
Congregation of the Holy Cross: 
www.HolyCrossUSA.org.

NEW Northwest
4661 Kenny Rd.

614.451.5900

Central
403 E. Broad St.

614.221.6665

East
4019 E. Livingston Ave.

614.235.8000

Our Family Serving Yours...

Our family of Funeral Directors 
has expanded to include 

Bob Ryan’s son, Kevin. 
Kevin’s great-great-grandfather 

Patrick Egan established 
the company in 1859. 
Our commitment to 

Central Ohio families 
has never changed. 

Personal, dignified, quality services at a reasonable cost

L-R Funeral Directors, Kevin, Andy & Bob Ryan
with spouses, Gini, Khristy & Mary Ginn Ryan

Now for 5 Generations,
Over 150 Years

NATIONAL COMPETITION FOR PRAYERS

This artwork by Remy Lambert of St. Peter Chanel School 
in Paulina, Louisiana, tied for first in the first-grade cat-
egory of the 2015 “Try Prayer! It Works!” contest

WHO IS ST. PEREGRINE?

PRAYER TO ST. PEREGRINE
Oh great St. Peregrine, you who have been called 

“The Mighty” and “The Wonder-Worker” 
because of the numerous miracles which you have 

obtained from God for those who have had recourse to you. 
For so many years you bore in your own flesh 

this cancerous disease that destroys the very fiber of our being, 
and had recourse to the source of all grace 
when the power of man could do no more. 

You were favored with the vision of Jesus coming down 
from His cross to heal your affliction. 

We seek your merciful aid, St. Peregrine, especially for those 
afflicted or threatened by cancer or by any incurable diseases. 

Please, help us quickly to find a cure for cancer and a remedy for all our 
human infirmities of soul, mind, and body. 

Amen.
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Abbreviating the Gospel; 
Indulgences during Holy Year

Q. Are priests allowed 
to edit the scriptural 

readings at Mass? Re-
cently, our priest, when 
reading a Gospel about 
marriage, cut off the 
verses that say “Whoev-
er divorces his wife and 
marries another commits 
adultery against her; and 
if she divorces her hus-
band and marries another, 
she commits adultery.”
 I can understand that 

the priest might feel un-
comfortable, thinking 
that this passage could 
offend some of those who 
hear it, but aren’t priests 
supposed to read the 
Scriptures as they are? 
Sometimes we need to 
hear direct teaching, even 
if it offends us. (Indiana)

A. Priests are some-
times given the op-

tion, in the official guide-
lines of the church, to use 
shorter forms of the litur-
gical readings.  But the 
priest in question was not 
empowered to do what 
he did. Generally, when 
a choice is offered, it is 
meant to keep the congre-
gation’s interest by short-
ening what would oth-
erwise be an overly long 
passage -- not to avoid 
verses that might be con-
troversial or challenging.
 By exception, though, 

on the 21st Sunday of 
Ordinary Time of Year B 
(Aug. 23, 2015), the read-
er was allowed to skip the 
part of Ephesians that in-
cluded the verse, “As the 
church is subordinate to 

Christ, so wives should 
be subordinate to their 
husbands in everything.” 
The reason is that Paul 
made that observation in 
a much different cultural 
context that, thankfully, 
no longer applies.
By contrast, the earlier 

passage you mention in 
Mark’s Gospel (about 
divorce) reflects Jesus’ 
statement of an enduring 
theological truth.

Q. I understand that 
during the upcom-

ing papal-declared year, 
we can seek plenary in-
dulgences for the dead. 
Naturally, as I age, I have 
more and more friends 
who have died. What a 
wonderful thing if I could 
include them in this. Is it 
possible to gain multiple 
plenary indulgences for 
the deceased, and, if so, 
how do I accomplish this? 
(Hull, Massachusetts)

A. Pope Francis has 
declared an ex-

traordinary Holy Year 
of Mercy that begins on 
Dec. 8, 2015, and closes 
on Nov. 20, 2016. A holy 
year is also known as a 
jubilee year.
 Among the privileges 

granted to the faithful 
during this Holy Year 
of Mercy is the oppor-
tunity to gain a plenary 
indulgence, which is the 
remission of all the tem-
poral punishment due to 
sins whose guilt already 
has been forgiven. This 
indulgence also can be 

applied to the deceased 
-- to whom, in the words 
of Pope Francis, “we are 
bound … by the witness 
of faith and charity that 
they have left us.”
 In the past, indulgences 

during a holy year nor-
mally required a pilgrim-
age to Rome and a visit 
to one of the papal basili-
cas, but for the upcoming 
Holy Year of Mercy, the 
pope has determined that 
a visit to a diocesan ca-
thedral or designated lo-
cal church will suffice, to-
gether with the reception 
of the sacrament of pen-
ance and Communion, as 
well as a profession of 
faith and prayers for the 
intention of the pope.
 (Pope Francis has taken 

care to extend the privi-
lege to those who are 
precluded from visiting 
one of the designated 
churches, e.g., those who 
are homebound or incar-
cerated.)
 A unique element this 

time is that the pope also 
has granted the jubilee 
indulgence to those who 
perform the traditional 
spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy (shelter-
ing the homeless, for ex-
ample, or comforting the 
sorrowful.)
 As to your question 

about “multiple” benefi-
ciaries, the jubilee indul-
gence may be obtained 
only once a day. (A single 
sacramental confession 
suffices for several ple-
nary indulgences, but re-
ceiving Communion and 
praying for the intentions 
of the pope are required 
for each indulgence.)
Questions may be sent 

to Father Kenneth Doyle 
at askfatherdoyle@gmail.
com and 40 Hopewell St., 
Albany NY 12208.

QUESTION & ANSWER
by: FATHER KENNETH DOYLE
Catholic News Service

Third-grade students at Columbus St. Andrew School celebrated All Saints 
Day by researching a saint of their choosing and dressing as their subject. 
Each student made a presentation to the school, parents, relatives, and 
parish members after an all-school Mass. Pictured are (from left) Belle 
Studer (St. Margaret Mary), Ava Harrigan (St. Teresa of Avila), and Maria 
Fusco (St. Mary Magdalene).                               Photo courtesy St. Andrew School

ST. ANDREW SAINTS

CASES, continued from Page 2
Non-exempt religious employ-

ers can opt out of providing the 
coverage using what the adminis-
tration calls an accommodation, 
or “work-around.” 
They must notify Health and 

Human Services in writing of 
their religious objections. Then, 
HHS or the Labor Department in 
turn tells insurers and third-party 
administrators that they must 
cover the services at no charge to 
employees. 
In a telephone news confer-

ence, a spokesman for the Becket 
Fund, whose lawyers represent 
the Little Sisters of the Poor, said 
the Obama administration had 
“strenuously argued” that the 
high court not take the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor case.
The government “argued hard 

and the court granted it anyway,” 
said Mark Rienzi, Becket’s senior 
counsel. “So the government will 
have to explain why they fought 
hard to make the Little Sisters 
cover contraceptives.”
Josh Earnest, White House press 

secretary, was quoting as saying 
the Obama administration is cer-
tain “the policy that we have in 
place balances the need for mil-
lions of Americans to have ac-
cess to birth control while also 
protecting the right of religious 
freedom that is protected in our 
Constitution.”
Robert Muise of the American 

Freedom Law Center, which rep-
resents Priests for Life, called it 
“great news” that the organiza-
tion’s appeal will be heard along 
with the others.

The Catholic Men’s Luncheon 
Club is accepting nominations for 
the diocese’s 2016 Catholic Man 
of the Year award. Since 1957, the 
award program has recognized 
one layman who, through his 
daily actions, words, and prayers, 
exemplifies the “good and faithful 
servant.”  
Bishop Frederick Campbell will 

present the award on Friday, Feb. 
5, 2016 at the club’s monthly lun-
cheon. Nominations will be ac-
cepted through Monday, Dec. 28. 
For details and nomination instruc-
tions, go to www.plugInCatholic-
Men.com. Completed nomina-
tions and supporting letters should 
be emailed to catholicmanofthe-
year@gmail.com.

Catholic Man of Year Nominations
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From the Desk of 
Dr. Joseph Brettnacher

Diocesan Superintendent of Schools
On Saturday, Oct. 28, I had the opportunity to 

attend the dialogue on Laudato Si’, Pope Fran-
cis’ encyclical on the environment, at the Mar-
tin de Porres Center. I also attended  Cardinal 
Peter Turkson’s visit to Columbus St. Francis 
DeSales High School on Monday, Nov. 2.  

Both events were a worthwhile experience.  
It was great to dialogue about the care for our 
common home that is the encyclical’s theme.  
At DeSales, I issued a challenge to those in 
attendance to consider how they as individu-
als, students, teachers, and citizens  could act 
in some small ways to shape the future of our 
planet.  The challenge follows: 

In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis issued a new dia-
logue about how we are shaping our planet. 

I wish to echo Pope Francis’ call and issue a 
challenge for those who are present to act and 
shape the future of our planet. We can do this as 
individuals, in our schools, and globally. 

As Individuals, we can care for God’s creation 
and the poor and vulnerable.
• I challenge youth and adults to pray for cre-

ation, especially the poor and vulnerable. Fur-
thermore, pray in gratitude for the many gifts of 
God’s creation. 
• Take the St. Francis pledge to pray, learn, as-

sess, act, and advocate. 
• Be unique, overcome consumerism and in-

dividualism, develop a different lifestyle, bring 
about changes in yourself so you can change 
society by: 

-- Volunteering your time to work in   
  a soup kitchen, because many people  
  cannot afford the cost of food. 

-- Visiting the elderly, who often are alone  
  and discarded because they no longer  
  serve our needs.

-- Volunteering your time to baby-sit for a  
  poor family who cannot afford a sitter  
  because of low wages. 

-- Using your God-given gifts and talents  
  to help others.
• Be environmentally and economically re-

sponsible: Reduce, reuse, and recycle. Use 
technology appropriately to respect the human 
person.

I have a special challenge for our schools: An-
swer the call. 
• As a school, pray for the care of creation and 

the protection of the poor and vulnerable.
• Develop plans to educate students about en-

vironmental responsibility and encourage act-

ing in ways that directly 
and significantly affect the 
world around us.
• Create a creation care 

team that enables you as 
a committed Catholic school to do your part to 
help solve the problem of the environmental cri-
sis together. 
• Become a green school, form a team, have a 

vision, conduct an energy audit, develop an ac-
tion plan, set goals to reduce energy consump-
tion, evaluate progress, and integrate concern 
about climate change into the curriculum. 
• Students, talk to your administrators about 

how they have reduced, reused, and recycled to 
save money, energy, and natural resources and 
how you can help the school to do more. 

I know some schools in the diocese already are 
doing this. Plant a tree or garden. If possible, 
donate a portion of the produce to a local soup 
kitchen or food pantry. Demonstrate integral 
ecology in action. 

All of us can think globally and act locally in 
the following ways:
• Be in solidarity with others around the world 

affected by changes in the climate. Visit Catho-
lic Relief Services’ Care for Creation resources 
for ideas. 
• See others as members of the human fam-

ily. Be part of the dialogue. Start a conversation 
about care for our common home. 
• Be an advocate for Catholic principles and 

priorities in discussions and decisions as they 
relate to the environment, especially as they im-
pact the poor and vulnerable.
• Advocate for cleaner energy, waste reduc-

tion, green building designs, production and 
purchase of healthier food, and safer chemicals. 
• A lack of housing is a grave problem in many 

parts of the world, including our nation, so help 
to raise money or volunteer at places such as 
Habitat for Humanity. 
• Clean water is a basic human right and saves 

lives, so make a global impact by raising money 
to build a drinking well in a developing nation. 
There are Catholic schools in our diocese who 
have participated in this great work.  

In closing, as Blessed Mother Teresa said, 
“We can do no great things, only small things 
with great love.” By caring for God’s creation 
and protecting the poor and vulnerable, you 
will have accomplished many small things with 
great love. Thank you!
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Columbus St. Anthony School students and staff 
dressed up in costumes to celebrate All Saints Day 

and Halloween. A movie was shown in the gym and 
students participated in classroom parties, games, and 
group-building activities. The students also researched 
the lives of their teacher’s favorite saint. The informa-

tion gathered on each saint was shared at a school 
wide assembly. School staff members in costume 

are (from left), standing, Renata Thompson, Kathy 
McBride, Kelly Buzenski, Gina Greer, Claire Hatem, and 

Steve Kelly; kneeling, Amy Kish.
Photos courtesy St. Anthony School

Students at Logan St. John School celebrated All Saints 
Day by dressing as their favorite saint and telling three 

important facts about him or her. Pictured are (from 
left): above, James Bartolovich (St. Augustine), Breanna 
Sams (St. Cecilia), Mia Gedeon (St. Maria Goretti), Callie 

Mohney (St. Philomena), and Parry Boyle (St. Cecilia); 
right, Lydia Martin (St. Elizabeth Seton), Sophie Shaw (St. 
Madeleine Sophie Barat), Maya North (St. Maria Goretti), 

and Josie Rimkus (St. Ann). 
Photos courtesy St. John School

COLUMBUS 
ST. ANTHONY SCHOOL

LOGAN 
ST. JOHN SCHOOL

DIOCESAN ALL SAINTS DAY CELEBRATIONS
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LIVINGFaith

Organ Donation: An Act of Charity 

Coming Home

By Phil Petrosky
Each year in November, National Donor Sabbath is 

celebrated as a time for religious communities to show 
support for organ, eye, and tissue donation, to respond 
to myths of non-support, and to encourage the faithful 
to become registered donors.  This year’s National 
Donor Sabbath weekend will be from Friday, Nov. 13 
to Sunday, Nov. 15.

In our Catholic faith, organ, eye, and tissue donation 
is viewed as an act of charity and has been supported 
for decades by our popes.  In 1956, Pope Pius XII 
declared,  “A person may will to dispose of his body 
and to destine it to ends that are useful, morally 
irreproachable and even noble, among them the desire 
to aid the sick and suffering. … This decision should 
not be condemned but positively justified.”

In August 2000, Pope St. John Paul II told attendees 
at the International Congress on Transplants in Rome,  
“Transplants are a great step forward in science’s 
service of man, and not a few people today owe their 
lives to an organ transplant.  Increasingly, the technique 
of transplants has proven to be a valid means of 
attaining the primary goal of all medicine—the service 

of human life. … There is a need to instill in people’s 
hearts, especially in the hearts of the young, a genuine 
and deep appreciation of the need for brotherly love, a 
love that can find expression in the decision to become 
an organ donor.”

More recently, Pope Benedict XVI, a card-carrying 
organ donor, said, “To donate one’s organs is an act 
of love that is morally licit, so long as it is free and 
spontaneous.”  And just a year ago this past October, 
Pope Francis described the act of organ donation as a 
“testimony of love for our neighbor.”

The need for our own personal act of charity, our 
willingness to give the gift of life, grows greater each 
year.  Today, across the United States, there are more 
than 123,000 people on waiting lists for organs.  In 
Ohio, 3,342 people – more than 675 in central Ohio – are 
waiting for an organ transplant at any time, and hundreds 
more await tissue transplants.  Once every 48 hours, an 
Ohioan dies waiting. In the last 10 years, more than 
2,000 Ohioans have died waiting for a transplant.

As a single donor, you potentially can save the 
lives of eight people and enhance the lives of as 
many as 50 more by donating vital organs (heart, 

two lungs, two kidneys, liver, pancreas, and small 
bowel) and tissue (corneas, bone, fascia, skin, veins, 
and heart valves).  In 2014, 325 Ohioans shared the 
gift of life through organ donation at the time of 
their death. Through their unselfish generosity, 1,074 
people received a second chance at life through 
transplantation. Twelve central Ohio recipients who 
celebrated transplant anniversaries in October have 
lived a combined 104 years, free of debilitating 
illness and life-supporting machines, through the 
charitable act of organ donation.

My wife, who received a lifesaving kidney transplant 
nearly 13 years ago, and I are registered organ, eye, 
and tissue donors.  We learned and are amazed that 
while 95 percent of Americans support organ donation, 
only 55 percent of Ohioans are registered.  We ask 
Catholic Times readers who have not registered to 
perform a much-needed act of charity and join us on 
the Ohio Donor Registry, during this National Donor 
Sabbath Weekend, at the Lifeline of Ohio website: 
www.lifelineofohio.org, 

Phil Petrosky is a member of Columbus 
St. Catharine Church.

In our everyday lives, there are struggles and joys.  
How we deal with those situations depends on our 
strength of courage, our character of spirit, and our 
wisdom of experience.  

There have been many times where I have doubted 
my decisions and myself, but I am heartened because 
Someone has been with me along the way.  Jesus 
comes to us in our moments of need, in the birth of a 
baby or in the death of a loved one.  He is our guide 
throughout life and resides within each of us.

For some, their battles against humanity paint a 
much different picture. They shy away from their 
faith and get lost in the shuffle of everyday life.  They 
believe there is no hope, no charity found especially 
for them.  But a growing number of young Christian 
men and women on college campuses today have 
begun a movement to proclaim their faith. They 
are committed followers of Christ. They provide a 
Catholic refuge and a home away from home for 
those whose faith is lacking. 

Saint Paul’s Outreach is filled with many of these 
wonderful people.  They are a beacon of light to 
generations of students who struggle with everyday 
life choices. They strive to be centers of love and 
evangelization in an ever more secular society. 

We all need the helping hand that comes by just 
sitting and talking with people or inviting them to sit 
around the dinner table and share their experiences 
and concerns.  Often, through this sharing, we begin 
to break down the barriers that hold people from truly 
living out their dreams. We begin to realize just how 
much alike we are, and that we are never alone.

Through prayer and friendship, SPO provides 
this kind of assistance, which is relevant to young 
Catholics today.  It offers ways of enlightening 
the soul and enriching a life that can be enjoyable 
methods of getting together and just celebrating our 
faith.  A simple handshake, a tailgate party, a meeting 
over a cup of coffee, discussing a good book, a Bible 
study -- all are ways being used by SPO participants  
to reach out to their fellow college students.

We have all become concerned with today’s throw-
away culture and our need to become instantly 

gratified.  Life presents many blinders to us which 
try and lure us out of our witness to Christ Jesus and  
His power of grace, truth, and faith.  By reaching just 
one soul, we can turn the tide back to Him.  We have 
Christ as our shield and warrior throughout our lives 
on Earth.

The prayers, resources, and advocacy given and 
shown to Saint Paul’s Outreach give its students and 
missionaries courage and confidence to continue 
laboring for Christ.  Through your support, the 
organization is able to respond to Pope Francis’ call to 
go to the fringes and reach out to those who are lost.

The pope tells us that “the doors of the church are 
wide open, so that all those who are touched by grace 
can find the certainty of forgiveness.”  May Saint 
Paul’s Outreach continue to open the doors to the 
hearts of those who need it most and to Christ, our 
Lord and redeemer.

For more information on how to contact your local 
(Ohio Dominican or Ohio State) Saint Paul’s Outreach 
chapter, go to www.spoweb.org/ohio or get in touch 
with the mission leader at Ohio Mission Center, 161 
E. Patterson  Ave., Columbus OH  43202.

J.P. Leo Thomas is a parishioner at Gahanna St. 
Matthew Church.

Lighting the Way
J. P. Leo Thomas
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There’s a new sound in the air in the 
Northland area of Columbus – the 
sound of church bells from an elec-
tronic carillon installed in September 
at St. Matthias Church.
The bells toll the hours, play hymns, 

let people know when Masses are 
about to start, and are a regular re-
minder of the parish’s constant pres-
ence in an area which has undergone 
frequent change in the six decades of 
the parish’s existence and continues 
to evolve.
Bishop Michael Ready established 

the parish, located at 1582 Ferris 
Road, in 1956 on what until then had 
been 21 acres of farmland. The sur-
rounding rural area wasn’t destined 
to stay that way for much longer 
because of housing construction in 
northeast Columbus and Franklin 
County.
The parish began with 210 families, 

with its first Mass celebrated on July 
8, 1956 by founding pastor Father 
Ralph Dermody at Clinton Junior 
High School. A barn on the parish 
property was used for daily Mass and 
devotions until a combined school 
and church building was dedicated 
in 1958. That building has served the 
parish ever since, with a parish cen-
ter added in 1997 as part of a renova-
tion of the entire complex.
As more houses were built in the 

parish area, commerce followed. By 
1964, central Ohio’s first enclosed 
shopping center, Northland Mall, 
opened at Morse and Karl roads, a 
short distance from the church, and 
the Morse Road corridor became the 
area’s leading shopping destination. 
The parish built a convent and rec-
tory, with enrollment at the school 
reaching its peak of 929 in 1963-64.
The area around Morse Road 

became known as the Northland 
neighborhood because of the mall, 
which remained a top shopping 
destination for the next three de-
cades. By the end of the 1990s, 
the parish had 1,100 families, al-
though enrollment in the school 

had declined to about 300.
By that time, the area surrounding 

St. Matthias had become fully de-
veloped. Central Ohio’s population 
continued to grow, and development 
was taking place in other once-rural 
areas located farther from downtown 
Columbus than Northland.
Newer, larger shopping areas – Tut-

tle Crossing in 1997, Easton, just five 
miles from Northland, in 1999, and 
Polaris in 2001 – replaced Northland 
as the region’s shopping destina-
tions of choice. Northland ultimately 
closed in 2002 and was demolished 
in 2004
The Northland neighborhood’s pop-

ulation became smaller, but a rebirth 
has begun to take place. The mall has 
been replaced by buildings housing 
other stores, government agencies, 
and a performing arts center. 
Today, the commercial buildings 

along Morse Road are being filled 
by a multitude of small shops, serv-
ing customers of varied ethnic back-
grounds who have come to Colum-
bus during the past two decades, 
settling in homes that became avail-
able in the Northland area as the 
original occupants moved to newer 
neighborhoods.
That diversity has been an impor-

tant part of St. Matthias for the last 
decade. The parish, which currently 
has about 800 families, is the site 
for two ethnic Masses every Sunday 
and a third once a month. A Mass 
for the Haitian community in both 
the Creole dialect and French is cel-
ebrated every Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 
The church has Masses in Portu-
guese for Brazilians at 7 p.m. every 
Sunday, and in the Ibo language of 
Nigeria at 3 p.m. on the third Sunday 
of each month. Weekend Masses in 
English are at 5 p.m. Saturday and 
9 and 11 a.m. Sunday, with coffee 
and doughnuts available between 
Masses throughout the school year, 
except in Lent.
“We lost people as the neighbor-

hood changed, but we’ve gained a 
lot of them back,” said parishioner 
Tom Mulligan. “Having the ethnic 
Masses played a big part in that. 

People also recognize that this is a 
parish where people really care for 
each other, and that makes a big dif-
ference. Father (James T.) Smith (the 
parish’s pastor from 1991 until his 
death in early 2013) was known for 
how he cared for people, and that has 
continued under Father (Raymond) 
Larussa,” the current pastor.
Mulligan and other parishioners 

who gathered after a recent weekday 
morning Mass to talk to the Catho-
lic Times said they feel a closeness 
which makes St. Matthias more like 
a small-town parish than one in a 
large urban community.
“I can’t emphasize enough the 

sense of family I’ve always felt 
here,” said Rudy Brown, a longtime 
parish volunteer. Added parishioner 
Jan MacKay, “I’ve been to other par-
ishes that aren’t far from here, and 
people there don’t come up to talk 
to you if they don’t recognize you. 
We don’t seem to have that problem 
here with newcomers.” “And when 
you don’t show up, people notice. 
They worry and they’ll ask me to see 
what’s wrong,” said longtime parish 
secretary Winnie Durbin.
“One thing that’s been a part of 

this parish is great preaching,” said 
parishioner James Slayton. “Father 
Smith was known for his sermons. 
He contributed to a national pub-
lication on homilies, and many of 
his best were collected in a book a 
group of parishioners published after 
he died. Father Larussa continues in 
that tradition. He does an excellent 
job breaking down the Scriptures, 
making them easy to understand and 
relating them to people’s own expe-
riences.”         
“Having so many cultures here 

makes for a good mix,” said Sister 
Marie Shields, SNDdeN, pastoral 
associate at the parish for 24 years. 
“The Nigerians came here in 2005 
asking for permission to have a reg-
ular Mass because they had a priest 
available, and Father Smith agreed. 
The Brazilians and the Haitians 
learned about this, also had their 
own priests, and came here the fol-
lowing year. Having them here has 

been a wonderful way to show the 
church’s universal nature. 
“Father Larussa is a strong sup-

porter of the Masses and has added 
his own touch since he came here, 
with a special Mass for all the ethnic 
groups on Pentecost Sunday, the day 
the Apostles first began preaching to 
all nations,” she said.
The Pentecost Mass takes place out-

doors under a tent, includes Scripture 
readers from different cultures, and 
is followed by a picnic. Mulligan 
said 21 different cultures were rep-
resented at last year’s Mass. During 
the Pentecost season, red banners are 
placed around the church grounds, 
representing the tongues of fire 
which descended on the Apostles at 
the first Pentecost, as a symbol to the 
neighborhood of the parish’s unity in 
diversity.
The ethnic Masses are celebrated 

by three priests stationed in the dio-
cese – Father Hillary Ike for the Ni-
gerians, Father Sylvester Onyeacho-
nam for the Haitian community and 
Father Antonio Carvalho for the Bra-
zilians. 
“The Nigerian Mass is very impor-

tant to me and the Nigerian commu-
nity overall,” said Emeka Anyadoh, 
who with his wife, Doris, are among 
the pioneers who organized the Mass 
at St. Matthias. “To receive the Mass 
in my own language and fellowship 
with other native Nigerians is both 
uplifting and spiritually edifying. 
This particular service means every-
thing to me, and I am very apprecia-
tive of ot.”
 “Being able to attend a Mass cel-

ebrated in Creole and French is ex-
tremely important to us for a couple 
of reasons,” said Haitian Mass coor-
dinator Nedy Melidor. “For the el-
dest in our community who can’t un-
derstand English, it’s a link to home 
and something that keeps them com-
ing to church. As for the little ones 
who were born here, they don’t get 
much of a chance to speak Creole, 
and this gives their parents a chance 
to educate them in the language of 
their ancestors and connect them 
with their origins.”

St. Matthias School has 254 stu-
dents whose parents are from many 
lands, including Haiti, Brazil, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Nigeria, Gha-
na, Sierra Leone, Mexico, and Ne-
pal, said Dan Kinley, who has been 
its principal for 23 years and is in his 
25th year with Columbus diocesan 
schools and 37th as an educator.
“This wide range of diversity is 

such a joy to see, especially how 
children accept each other,” he said. 
“No matter where their parents come 
from, they are all God’s children. We 
are very blessed.
“Our students continue to do vari-

ous ongoing service learning proj-
ects, such as making cards monthly 
for our homebound parishioners, 
packing lunches for the homeless on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7 a.m., taking part in the annual 
Rice Bowl Lenten collection and the 
annual canned food drive with (St. 
Francis) DeSales (High School) in 
November. They recently joined the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 
their clean water project. Our stu-
dents continue to think of others, 
both locally and worldwide.”
The school also is a participant in 

the Battle of the Books program, the 
diocesan school art show, and ac-
celerated reading, writing, and math 
programs. 
St. Matthias and DeSales are lo-

cated adjacent to each other and co-
operate in many activities, creating a 
campus of Catholic education from 
kindergarten to 12th grade. St. Mat-
thias eighth-graders take part in the 
marching band and math classes at 
DeSales. The church hosts the high 
school’s annual freshman retreat and 
the close of the Kairos retreat for se-
niors, and is where DeSales athletic 
teams gather for Sunday Masses.
The schools share a parking lot, 

with the St. Matthias Athletic Asso-
ciation using parking revenue to help 
pay for St. Matthias School’s exten-
sive athletic program.
The Parish School of Religion has 

about 75 students, from preschool to 
eighth grade. They have participated 
in service activities including the 

Sisters of Notre Dame’s water purifi-
cation project, and collecting clothes 
and making items for the homeless. 
During a recent trip to the Lynd Fruit 
Farm, PSR students filled 27 leaf 
bags with apples they picked for the 
homeless.  
The parish was one of the first in 

the area to introduce Friday Lenten 
fish fries in the 1960s. MacKay said 
about 600 dinners, not counting car-
ryouts, are served each week, with 
some regulars driving a half-hour 
each week from distant parishes.
Another big parish event is its annu-

al garage sale in late July. Mulligan’s 
wife, Mary Kay, is chairwoman. She 
said the sale has occurred for at least 
the past 20 years and raises $10,000 
to $11,000 annually.
“We fill the gymnasium,” she said. 

“One thing that’s different about our 
sale is that we don’t have clothes, 
but we’ve got everything else in the 
way of knickknacks, with everything 

washed and cleaned, and electronic 
items tested. People might wonder 
about some of the items they see, but 
we don’t do junk. One year, we even 
had a kitchen sink.”
For a number of years, the parish 

has donated 10 percent of its Sun-
day collection to various church 
and charitable service organizations. 
Some of the recipients have been the 
Joint Organization for Inner-City 
Needs, the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith, the Salvation Army, 
and the Helping Hands free clinic. 
One year, the money went to build a 
small orphanage in Haiti.
The parish also takes part in a num-

ber of other community outreach 
efforts. On the second Wednesday 
of each month, parishioners send a 
group to Faith on Eighth, an organi-
zation that takes and serves food to 
about 75 men at Faith Mission.  Be-

Photos, top to bottom: A scene from a Mass for Brazilians at Columbus St. Matthias 
Church; adults and children work together at the parish school to pack sandwiches for 
the homeless; the combined church and school building which has served the parish 
since 1958.            CT file photo by Jack Kustron; photo courtesy St. Matthias Church; CT photo by Tim Puet

St. Matthias Church hosts ethnic Masses for members of the central Ohio Haitian 
(above) and Nigerian (below) Catholic communities.                   CT file photos by Jack Kustron

ST. MATTHIAS CHURCH ADAPTS TO CHANGES
PEOPLE FROM MANY CULTURES ATTEND PARISH IN COLUMBUS’ NORTHLAND AREA 

BY TIM PUET
Reporter, Catholic Times

See CHURCH, Page 12



fore the 8:30 a.m. Mass on the fourth 
Tuesday of every month, the parish pre-
pares lunches for 200 homeless people. 
The parish also makes donations 

throughout the year to the St. Francis 
Center at McArthur in Vinton County, 
providing food for Thanksgiving, toys 
and clothing for children and teens at 
Christmastime, and clothes for Easter. 
It also has a food cupboard filled with 
nonperishable foods, which is available 
to anyone with no questions asked dur-
ing parish office hours.
Gift certificates to local stores benefit 

the parish. Certificates for Giant Eagle 
are available after Sunday Mass and 
during the week at the school and par-
ish offices. The parish makes money 
on each certificate sold. Kroger has an 
online gift certificate program which 
works in a similar way. MacKay said 
it distributes $700 to $800 to the parish 
every three months.
The parish has two music ministries: 

a contemporary music group which 
sings at the 11 a.m. Mass on the second 
and fourth Sundays of each month, and 
cantors, who lead singing while accom-
panied by an organist or pianist. It also 
has a choir available for funerals, and 
provides funeral lunches at no cost to 
bereaved families. 
The parish women’s group, the Merry 

Widows, meets from 3 to 5 p.m. on 
the second Monday of each month. It 
sponsors an annual Lenten Holy Hour 
and recently visited St. 
Therese’s Retreat Center 
in Columbus and the Ba-
silica of the Assumption 
in Carey. For some time, 
it has collected manu-
facturer’s coupons for 
an organization in Flor-
ida which sends the cou-
pons overseas, where 
they are used in military 
commissaries by sol-
diers’ wives. MacKay 
said the group has col-
lected about $700,000 in 
coupons over the years.
Assumption Council 

3727 of the Knights of 
Columbus has been part 
of the parish throughout 
its history, performing  
charitable and fraternal 
activities for the church 
and community. One 
longstanding parish tra-

dition sponsored by the Knights is an 
ice cream social on the Sunday before 
school starts.
Earlier this month, loved ones who 

died in the last year and were part of  
families in the parish were remembered 
at Mass for All Saints Day, Sunday, 
Nov. 1. As their names were prayed, 
a family member or the whole family 
came to the altar to light a candle.
Advent begins at the end of this 

month, on Sunday, Nov. 29. This will 
be marked by a parish tradition of 
planting grass seeds in a box during 
a prayer service at a school assembly, 
then placing it in front of the pulpit for 
Advent and Christmas. The box is kept 
under a grow light, with the greening of 
the grass serving as a sign of spiritual 
growth and providing a pleasant place 
for Jesus to come.   
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Photos, clockwise from upper left: Fish 
fry greeter Joe Borghese and Sister Marie 
Shields, SNDdeN; students pack sandwiches 
for the homeless; Sister Marie and school 
principal Dan Kinley; the crowd at a Friday 
Lenten fish fry.     Photos courtesy St. Matthias Church

New in Columbus, Side by Side provides emotional and spiritual support for families 
and caregivers of older adults who themselves are coping with “caregiver stress” and 
other challenges that often present themselves when an older loved one becomes 

increasingly frail.

Feeling frustrated and overwhelmed by the stress 
of caring for your older loved one?

LET SIDE BY SIDE BE YOUR COMPANION ON THIS STRETCH OF LIFE’S ROAD

Call: (614) 214-3954           
Email: Cary@Choosesidebyside.com
Visit us online at ChooseSidebySide.com and find us on Facebook

For over 25 years, Cary Kozberg has been a Board Certified Chaplain 
and Spiritual Care Provider, helping hundreds of older adults and 
their families cope with the emotional and spiritual challenges that 
later life may bring. 
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Researcher finds something deep, life-changing within nuns’ cloister
By Elizabeth Eisenstadt Evans 
Catholic News Service
When independent filmmaker and art-

ist Abbie Reese inaugurated her collab-
oration with the Poor Clare Colettine 
nuns at the Corpus Christi Monastery 
in Rockford, Illinois, she had a pro-
fessional goal: nurturing a collabora-
tive relationship that would serve as a 
backdrop to a young woman’s transi-
tion from secular life into an alterna-
tive community.
Ten years down the road, Reese ad-

mits that the time she has spent with 
the nuns, who practice a form of strict 
enclosure relatively rare in contempo-
rary culture, has affected her in a way 
that goes well beyond scholarly objec-
tivity and curiosity.
A relationship that began a decade ago 

as a long-term project has, over time, 
evolved into a project she described as 
broader and more profound.
Reese was fresh off a yearlong vol-

unteer stint as a media liaison in the 
communications department for a huge 
hospital ship, another form of enclosed 
community, when she began her oral 
history collaboration with the nuns, 
whom she first approached in 2005.
In the introduction to her 2014 book 

Dedicated to God: An Oral History 
of Cloistered Nuns, Reese writes that 
the call to leave the secular world and 
embrace a cloistered existence -- these 
nuns rarely leave the monastery -- was, 
for many, quite unexpected: “It defied 
their God-given temperaments. It vio-
lated dreams. It dashed plans for mar-
riage and children. It meant their world 
would shrink, temporally, to a 14-acre 
campus so that their minds could dwell 
on God,” she said.
As her relationships with the nuns 

deepened, they began to open up not 
only the physical space they inhab-
ited, but their own vocational stories. 
“Looking back, I think they wanted 
to see if I could respect their faith and 
honor their tradition while within their 
space,” Reese said.
While at first she would dress in the 

street clothes she normally wore, she 
eventually found herself dressing with 
deliberate modesty. “They only see the 
hands and faces of other (women), so 
to see more skin on somebody else is 
quite distracting. ... I would not wear 
makeup, and would take off my dangly 

earrings before going in,” she said.
She makes it clear that the nuns didn’t 

impose their expectations on her. Nor 
did her growing knowledge of monas-
tery life impel her to discover a hith-
erto unknown call, she added.
“It’s clear your calling is to tell sto-

ries,” one of the nuns told her.
Given that the nuns only speak to each 

other when strictly necessary, even the 
act of interviewing one of them was 
eye-opening, said Reese. “Sister Ni-
colette (a pseudonym), who was really 
worldly before she entered, fluent in 
four languages and grew up in Europe, 
would get hoarse in half an hour. It 
takes an emotional toll to communi-
cate like that. She was so deliberate in 
the words she chose, so thoughtful and 
contemplative,” she said.
“I experienced the monastic pace 

through them. It is incredibly compel-
ling,” Reese said in a telephone interview 
with the National Catholic Reporter’s 
Global Sisters Report. She added that 
while she spent nights in the guest quar-
ters and visited the enclosure on occasion 
as the project evolved, she never spent a 
night inside the nuns’ residence.
In her book, Reese describes the way 

nuns order their days, in a rhythm 
that moves between manual labor and 
prayer, with a particular and sustained 
focus on veneration of the Eucharist. A 
few are deputized to answer the phone, 
a link to the personal and global sor-
rows and crises outside their walls.
When they aren’t gathered for the Di-

vine Office seven times a day -- includ-
ing at midnight -- or engaged in private 
prayer, the nuns can be found working 
in the garden, baking altar breads to be 
packaged and mailed to different con-
gregations, or fixing furniture in their 
workshop. Though they depend chiefly 
on donations to run their household, 
they also have a gift shop in which 
they sell hand-sewn Communion veils, 
as well as cards and rosaries.
As do other cloistered communities, 

the nuns at Corpus Christi seem to 
have great confidence in the efficacy of 
their calling: healing the world through 
the power of intercessory prayer.
“They intervene in the course of his-

tory, believing that their prayers and 
penances for strangers and family can 
alter outcomes,” writes Reese. “At the 
ceremony when a nun makes final, 
permanent vows, she hugs her family 
for one final time. This sacrifice serves 
a purpose: The material world is not 
the end, and their sufferings and mar-
tyrdoms allow God’s will to become 
manifest in the world.”
These final hugs happen six years after 

a sister enters as a postulant. “It’s a re-
ally emotional ceremony,” said Reese. 
“Their mothers don’t want to let go.”
Thereafter, nuns will only see their 

families seated behind a grille, and 
they are allowed only four visits per 
year. Reese said some of the older nuns 
told her that after they departed for the 
monastery, their mothers would con-
tinue to set a place at the dinner table 
for them: “The separation was so ex-
treme that it was like a death.”
Nonetheless, she said, the community 

continues to attract vocations. At the 
moment, there are approximately 22 
nuns in Rockford, some of whom had 
transferred from active orders. One, 
she said, had served in the military.
Like other religious communities, 

these Corpus Christi nuns -- theirs is 
a Franciscan order (Clare was a friend 
and follower of St. Francis) -- have 
pets. Though the nuns told Reese that 
the dogs are there to protect them, 

“God sent them a cat. They found it in 
the dumpster one day.”
“People keep asking me why I spent 

10 years on the project” said Reese, a 
non-Catholic raised by two veterans 
of the 1960s’ Jesus movement. “These 
are really fun women. That’s part of the 
reason it was so enjoyable for so long.”
But they also are very open about the 

cost of shutting the door on the secu-
lar world. “When a young woman en-
ters, she isn’t immediately expected to 
wake up every night (for prayer). It’s 
something they are gradually assimi-
lated into,” Reese said.
As Reese spent more and more time 

getting to know the Corpus Christi 
community, her interest in telling the 
story in greater depth grew.
“The whole reason I wanted to do this 

project was to follow young women 
through the process of transitioning 
from one identity to another,” said 
Reese. In addition to her focus on the 
Illinois community, she is pursuing a 
separate project with funding from the 
Harvard University Shlesinger Library 
on the History of Women. For the past 
10 years, she has been interviewing 
young women around the country who 
are considering religious life.
Currently she is in the process of ed-

iting Chosen (Custody of the Eyes), a 
film that follows 20-something paint-
er and blogger “Heather.” In both the 
book and the movie, the nuns chose 
to use aliases. “Heather,” whom Re-
ese met in 2005, ended up joining the 

In this 2010 photo, Poor Clare Colettine nuns walk back to their Corpus Christi Monastery in 
Rockford, Illinois, after a funeral service for an elderly sister.                    CNS photo/Abbie Reese

See CLOISTERS, Page 20



Daniel 12:1-3; 
Hebrews 10:11-14,18;

Mark 13:24-32 
Daniel (in Hebrew, “My judge is God”) was written 

in the apocalyptic style and probably dates to around 
150 BC. Apocalyptic style made use of angels, visions, 
symbolic numbers, and cataclysmic events, among 
other things, as it described prophetic-like scenes. It 
was meant to bolster the spirits of Jews who suffered 
under Antiochus IV during a persecution that lasted 
from 167-164 BC. Many of the heroes of I & II Mac-
cabees are probably “those who lead the many to jus-
tice,” especially Mattathias (see I Maccabees 2). 

The name “Michael” in Hebrew means, literally, 
“One who is like God.” I have known many “Mi-
chaels” over the years, and it seems each has possessed 
some small bit of the divine qualities which the name 
bears. “Gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and rich 
in kindness and fidelity” are their adjectives, whether 
their surnames end in “ty” or “ski” or “le” or “er” or 
“on.” Each one reflects one or more of these attributes 
used to describe the Lord in Exodus 34 and elsewhere.

The Michael to whom Daniel refers in the first read-
ing is Israel’s heavenly hero and guardian (an angel), 
who helps those who are “written in the book” to es-
cape from the tribulation. That book refers to the book 
of life, or the registry of all those who will enjoy vic-
tory at the end of the struggle. It was believed that God 
kept a ledger of who would live and who would suffer 
eternal death when Israel would be rewarded for re-
maining faithful until the end. Even the dead who were 

included would rise (or “awaken”) – some to live for-
ever, some “to everlasting horror and disgrace.” This is 
the only place in the Old Testament where the expres-
sion “eternal life” occurs. It occurs in other Old Tes-
tament apocryphal works and frequently in the New 
Testament, but only here in the Old Testament itself. 

The Gospel is part of the “apocalyptic discourse” 
which calls the disciples to remember that an end time 
eventually will come. Generally, the New Testament 
expected the end in the very near future. The language 
does not lend itself to a literal interpretation, simply be-
cause the cosmology does not work. Unless one wants 
to imagine a set of clouds whirling through the uni-
verse as stars go whizzing by, we wind up in an incom-
prehensible mishmash of images which fail to satisfy. 
Even the description of the gathering of the elect “from 
the end of the earth to the end of the sky” fails, inas-
much as the earth is round and has no end, nor does the 
sky. Granted, that was not known in the first century.

The fig tree’s fruit shows that summer is near. Like-
wise, such events occur when the Son of Man is near. 
Yet, he (probably Mark) adds that “this generation will 
not pass away until all these things have taken place.” 
The only reference Mark could have had was to the 
people of his own generation. We still await the end. 
and only the Father knows when and how it will be. 
Yet we all know that our own death will bring its own 
set of signs and its own experience of the glory of God.

Hebrews contrasts the idea of a priest offering daily 
sacrifice for sin, which never works, with the one sacri-
fice of Christ offered once, after which he took his seat 
forever at the right hand of God (an allusion to Psalm 
110;1). The final verse notes, “Where there is forgive-
ness of these, there is no longer offering for sin.” The 
word these refers to “sins.” Thus, Christ’s death has 
brought about the forgiveness of sins, which, once for-
given, no longer exist.  

  Father Lawrence Hummer, pastor at Chillicothe 
St. Mary Church, can be reached at 
hummerl@stmarychillicothe.com.   
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The Weekday Bible Readings

MONDAY
1 Maccabees 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-63 

Psalm 119:53,61,134,150,155,158
Luke 18:35-43

TUESDAY
2 Maccabees 6:18-31 

Psalm 3:2-7
Luke 19:1-10

WEDNESDAY
2 Maccabees 7:1,20-31 
Psalm 17:1bcd,5-6,8b,15

Luke 19:11-28

THURSDAY
1 Maccabees 2:15-29 

Psalm 50:1b-2,5-6,14-15
Luke 19:41-44

FRIDAY
1 Maccabees 4:36-37,52-59 

1 Chronicles 29:10bcd,11-12 (Ps)
Luke 19:45-48

SATURDAY
1 Maccabees 6:1-13 
Psalm 9:2-4,6,16,19

Luke 20:27-40

The Old Testament’s only reference to eternal life
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle B)

Father
Lawrence L. Hummer

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND 
TELEVISION MASS SCHEDULE
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15, 2015

SUNDAY MASS
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph 

Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Co-
lumbus, and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 
7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 53, 
Columbus. and 10:30 a.m. on WHIZ-TV, Chan-
nel 18, Zanesville. Check local cable system 

for cable channel listing.
 Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery, 

Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN (Time 
Warner Channel 385, Insight Channel 382, or 

WOW Channel 378).  
(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight).

 Mass from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee at 
6:30 a.m. on ION TV (AT&T U-verse Channel 

195, Dish Network Channel 250,
 or DirecTV Channel 305).

DAILY MASS
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in 
Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and 
midnight). See EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv 

(Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, Millersburg, Mur-
ray City and Washington C.H.; Channel 125 in 
Marion, Newark, Newcomerstown and New 

Philadelphia; and Channel 207 in Zanesville); 
8 p.m., St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus, 

and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week I, Seasonal Proper
 of the Liturgy of the Hours

4999 Transamerica Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43228

DEE  PRINTING, INC.

777-8700

4999 Transamerica Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43228

Specializing in Catholic Church Sunday bulletins and
Serving Columbus Diocese and others since 1974

the Murnane Family

Compliments of

Pray
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November -- A Month of Many Contrasts in the Church’s Calendar

World Meeting of Families: Going Forward

Climatologically, we began this month with mild 
weather, which isn’t that unusual for the begin-
ning of November. Yet we almost always end the 
month with a cold snap, or at least the beginnings 
of one. 

While I was growing up, my dad frequently re-
minded me that in 1950, it was around 80 degrees 
on Nov. 1, while the end of the month saw large 
amounts of snow in most of Ohio, as evidenced 
by the famous Ohio State-Michigan “Snow Bowl” 
game. Being a big sports and weather fan, this 
always stuck in my head.  Contrasts have a habit 
of doing that.  

In the Church’s calendar, we begin the month 
celebrating All Saints and All Souls Day, and 
we end the month with the Feast of Christ the 
King, followed by the beginning of Advent. It is a 
month of changes. All Saints Day began in Rome 
sometime after 325 AD, when the Roman emperor 
begam allowing Christians to display images of 
their saints in the Pantheon. These were men and 
women who were familiar to Romans. This was in 
marked contrast to the images of the Roman gods, 
who were just a myth. The saints’ images allowed 
the citizens to connect with men and women like 
themselves. 

Sociologists around the world, including some 
who do not look favorably on religion, often have  
commented that Catholicism and Orthodox Chris-
tianity have an amazing array of contrasts. These  

help the faithful relate to what they believe, while 
at the same time enabling them to see the mystical 
in the signs and symbols of our faith. Take Holy 
Mass, for example; we hear the readings talk about 
both the practical and the mystical. At the consecra-
tion, bread and wine become the Body and Blood of 
Christ. The practical helps us to understand, while 
the mystical keeps us going when times are tough. 

The former spiritual leader of the Archdiocese for 
the Military Services, Archbishop Edwin O’Brien, 
once said, “A man will give his life for a mystery, 
but not a question mark.” This is why even many 
skeptics such as Albert Einstein became fascinated 
with the Eucharist. He thought the guiding prin-
ciples of the Eucharistic mystery had something to 
do with his theory of relativity. He would often ask 
priests he met to refer him to any new books on the 
Eucharist so he could add them to his impressive 
collection.

In the Orthodox Church, the altar is viewed as a 
glimpse into heaven through its many doors that 
come open during the Divine Liturgy. The Byzan-

tine Rite of the Catholic Church has similar rituals. 
You might want to attend Mass at St. John Chrysos-
tom Byzantine Catholic Church in Columbus to see 
for yourself. 

All this talk about contrasts would be nothing 
but a long-winded academic lecture if we didn’t 
act upon it. This month, as Advent and Christmas 
nears, we will hear more about men and women 
like ourselves who need our help in and out of the 
Church locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Unlike some charities, our local agencies such as 
the Holy Family Soup Kitchen and the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society, as well as Catholic Charities na-
tionally and Catholic Relief Services worldwide, 
have very little overhead. The aid goes directly to 
those who need it, with a minimal amount spent for 
administrative costs. We need to reflect on this, as 
Advent and Christmas will soon be upon us.

What better way to end November, when we cel-
ebrate the Feast of Christ the King, followed by Ad-
vent, than to take stock of the contrasts in our own 
lives. Let’s figure out how to learn from the best of 
our contrasts so we can discard that which serves no 
purpose. All of us, those near us, and even those not 
so near to us will be the better for it.

Hartline is the author of “The Tide is Turning 
Toward Catholicism,” founder of the Catholicre-
port.org and a former teacher and administrator 
for the diocese.

By Dan Thimons
Director, Diocesan Office of 
Marriage & Family Life

Pope St. John Paul II began the 
World Meeting of Families in 1994 
because he recognized that “the fu-
ture of the world and of the church 
passes through the family.” The 
eighth World Meeting of Families 
was the first on U.S. soil and the 
largest ever, with more than 20,000 
people attending the four-day con-
ference and 800,000 at the closing 
Mass with Pope Francis. More than 
500 people from our diocese trav-
eled to Philadelphia for the week-
end festivities. More than 20 families 
from our diocese attended the entire 
conference, thanks especially to the 
generosity of The Catholic Founda-
tion, which provided scholarships en-
abling 14 families from every part of 
the diocese to take part.  

Those who made the trip to Phila-
delphia certainly can testify to the 
overflowing abundance of joy and 
hope from this gathering.  For me, the 
best way to describe it was as a fam-
ily reunion.  It became very tangible 
to me that the Church is a family 
of families.  Many people described 
it as Catholic Disneyland, with bish-
ops, priests, and sisters everywhere, 
and faithful from around the world 
singing hymns in the streets.  

What was striking to me is that we 
went hoping to receive a new insight, 
a new program, something that we 
could stuff in our backpacks and 

bring back to central Ohio.  Certainly, 
the keynote speeches were insightful, 
the 700 vendors were full of won-
derful, new and exciting programs, 
and  our backpacks were stuffed with 
materials.  

Yet the greatest part of the week 
was not found in the addresses or the 
materials, but in an intense outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit, as thousands 
of families from every part of the 
world were gathered together, unit-
ed as one family, under the Vicar of 
Christ on earth.  It was a taste of a 
new and heavenly Philadelphia, a re-
ality that couldn’t be captured by the 
cameras or the news reports.  

Everyone that I talked to who wcame 
back from the meeting described it as 
“incredible,” “life-changing,” “unbe-
lievable,” or “the most amazing pil-
grimage of our lives.”  

We all went with an understanding 
of the great crisis in marriage and 

family life. We were weighed down 
by the demands and difficulties of 
family life, hoping for a new insight 
or program.  We went like the dis-
ciples who worked hard all night and 
caught nothing. We had run out of 
wine. We had only five measly loaves 
and two fish.  Ultimately, what we 
received was not a new program, but 
a Person, Jesus Christ.  

The World Meeting of Families was 
a moment of great hope that trans-
formation is possible, a moment of 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Church, bestowing on us 
the grace to heal families and in turn 
heal the Church and the world.

I hope to take these next few weeks 
to reflect with you on some thoughts 
from the meeting and to propose a 
plan for moving forward. How do we 
bring the joy and the hope experi-
enced in Philadelphia and heal and 
renew family life in central Ohio?    

THE TIDE IS TURNING
TOWARD CATHOLICISM
David Hartline
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Pray for our dead
Sister Michaela Fox, SSJ

Sister Catherine S. Bosh, OP

Funeral Mass for Sister Michaela Fox, 
SSJ, 86, who died Thursday, Nov. 5, 
was held Monday, Nov. 9 at the com-
munity living center of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylva-
nia in Erie, Pennsylvania. Burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery, Erie.
She was born July 8, 1929, in Lancast-

er to Henry and Marie (Deible) Fox.  
She graduated from Lancaster St. Mary 
High School and received a bachelor of 
science degree in elementary education 
in 1969 from Ohio Domincan College.
She entered the Sisters of St. Joseph 

in Columbus from Sugar Grove St. Jo-
seph Church on Feb. 2, 1957, and pro-
fessed her final vows on Aug. 15, 1964.  
She transferred to the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph of Northwestern Pennsylvania in 

1988.  
She taught young children for more 

than 40 years, serving in the Diocese of 
Erie and from 1959-88 in the Diocese 
of Columbus, where she was a teacher 
at Columbus Holy Spirit School, the 
Villa Madonna kindergarten in Co-
lumbus, and Grove City Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help School. She also was 
housemother and evening meal cook 
for 16 residents at Immaculate Con-
ception House in Columbus, a convent 
renovated into a retirement home.
She was preceded in death by her 

parents; brothers, Charles and James; 
and sisters,  Helen Miller and Joann 
Ludwig.  Survivors include a brother, 
Brother Joseph Fox, CSC, and a sister, 
Mary Motter.

Funeral Mass for Sister Catherine Si-
ena Bosch, OP, 91, who died Saturday, 
Oct. 31, was held Thursday, Nov. 5 
at the Motherhouse of the Dominican 
Sisters of Peace. Burial was at St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, Columbus.
She was born Oct. 27, 1924, in Steuben-

ville to Leo and Lucy (Miller) Bosch.
She earned a bachelor of science de-

gree from the College of St. Mary of 
the Springs (now Ohio Dominican 
University) and a master of science de-
gree from Fordham University.
She entered the Dominican Sisters of 

St. Mary of the Springs (now the Do-
minican Sisters of Peace) in 1942 and 
made her first profession of vows in 

1944. In the Diocese of Columbus, she 
was principal of Newark St. Francis de 
Sales High School from 1958-62, was 
assistant supervisor of education for 
her congregation from 1964-69, was 
manager of the Nazareth Towers apart-
ments for senior citizens in Columbus 
from 1986-94, volunteered at the Do-
minican Learning Center in Colum-
bus, and served in several capacities 
at the Motherhouse. She also taught in 
the Diocese of Steubenville and in the 
New York metropolitan area.
She was preceded in death by her 

parents; brothers, Brother John Mill-
er Bosch, FSC, and Leo; and sisters, 
Mary Lou Hagan and Betty.

Sister Jeanne M. Laufersweiler, OSF
Funeral Mass for Sister Jeanne Ma-

rie Laufersweiler, OSF, 67, who died 
Sunday, Nov. 1 at the St. Leo Convent 
in Columbus, will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 28 at Columbus St. Leo Church. 
Burial will be in the cemetery of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Penance and 
Christian Charity at Stella Niagara, 
New York.
She was born June 3, 1948, in Co-

lumbus to William and Mary Margaret 
(Hughes) Lauferswiler.
She was a graduate of Columbus 

Bishop Hartley High School and re-
ceived a bachelor of science degree in 
education from Rosary Hill College 
(now Daemen College) in Amherst, 
New York, a bachelor of arts degree 
in psychology from Ohio Dominican 
College, and a master of arts degree in 
religion and religious education from 
Fordham University.
She joined the Stella Niagara Fran-

ciscans on Sept. 8, 1967, and made her 
first vows on June 28, 1970 and final 
vows on Sept. 2, 1973.
In the Diocese of Columbus, she 

served as a housemother at St. Vin-

cent Orphanage (1970-72), adaptive 
behavioral specialist at the St. Vin-
cent Children’s Center (1977-79), and 
pastoral minister at New Lexington 
St. Rose Church (1983-87) and the 
New Albany Church of the Resurrec-
tion (1987-91). She was in part-time 
elder care in Columbus (1992-93), 
then worked for the Madison County 
Health Group in London (1994-95), 
the Madison County Alcohol, Drug 
and Mental Health Board (1995-96), 
Community Pathfinders in Delaware 
(1996), the Southwest Community 
Health Agency (1996-98), and the St. 
Francis Center outreach program in 
McArthur (1998-2000). From 2000-
12, she worked for the Big Laurel 
Learning Center outreach program in 
Naugatuck, West Virginia.
She was preceded in death by her 

parents; stepmother, Loretta (Boyd) 
Laufersweiler; brothers, Joe and John; 
and sister, Mary. Survivors include 
brothers, Tom, Don, Dan (Patty), and 
Greg (Cheryl); sisters, Peggy (Tom) 
Farrow, Nancy (Bill) Klemp, Tish 
(Chuck) Baumann, and Ann Hillman; 
and several nieces and nephews.          

START YOUR DAY  
A BETTER WAY!

BREWER, Arnold J. “Duke,” 87, Oct. 8
  St. Cecilia Church, Columbus

BUK, Mary E., 91, Nov. 3
  St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

CLARK, Richard, 84, Nov. 1
  St. Mary Church, Marion

DAPOZ, Jack, 80, Oct. 11
  Sacred Heart Church, New Philadelphia

DOHERTY, Robert E., 87, Nov. 3
  St. Pius X Church, Reynoldsburg

DOLBOW, Marian, 86, Nov, 5
  St. Philip Church, Columbus

ECKLEY, Lucy, 93, Nov. 1
  St. Mary Church, Marion

FITZPATRICK, Maria E., 72, Nov. 3
  St. Brendan Church, Hilliard

HESS, Rachel S., 76, Nov. 5
  St. Agatha Church, Columbus

LAUB, Roger M., 74, Nov. 4
  Immaculate Conception Church, Columbus

LAWECKI, Peter C., 38, Oct. 28
  St. Peter Church, Columbus

LYONS, John J. Jr., 86, Oct. 29
  Sacred Heart Church, Columbus

MATEJKO, George, 99, Oct. 31
  St. Mary Church, Marion

MILTKO, Eugene F., 76, Nov. 4
  St. Michael Church, Worthington

OTTINGER, William F., 73, formerly of Co-
lumbus, Nov. 1
  St. John Church, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 

PLANK, Goldie, 81, Nov. 1
  St. Elizabeth Seton Parish, Pickerington

SHULTZ, Rose M., 95, Nov. 5
  St. Elizabeth Church, Columbus

STOKES, Charles E., 91, Nov. 6
  St. Paul Church, Westerville

STOVER, Patricia A., 78, Nov. 4
  Holy Cross Church, Columbus

WALLACE, Mary A., 85, Nov. 6
  St. Michael Church, Worthington

NOVEMBER
12, THURSDAY
  Cenacle at Holy Name
  6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave., Colum-

bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, with prayers in 
the Cenacle format of the Marian Movement of Priests.

  Holy Hour of Reparation at Columbus Sacred Heart
  7 to 8 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., Colum-

bus. Eucharistic Holy Hour following Holy Hour of Repa-
ration prayer format, concluding with Benediction and 
social period. Prayers for intention of deepened holiness 
and an increase in the virtue of fortitude for bishops and 
priests.                                                             614-372-5249

  Abortion Recovery Network Group
  7 p.m., Gateway Center, 2670 N. Columbus St., Lancaster.  

Pregnancy Decision Health Center abortion recovery net-
work group meeting for anyone interested in recovering 
from abortion or who has been through a recovery pro-
gram and wants to stay connected.              614-888-8774

  Theology on Tap Meeting
  7 to 9 p.m., El Vaquero Restaurant, 3230 Olentangy River 

Road, Columbus. Meeting of Theology on Tap discussion 
and social group for young Catholics. Topic: “Why Do 
Catholics Do That?” with Paul Davis, religious education 
director, Westerville St. Paul Church.

  Lecture on the Family at Josephinum
  7 p.m., Jessing Center, Pontifical College Josephinum, 7625 

N. High St., Columbus. Lecture by Dr. John Grabowski on 
“The Family As an Agent of the New Evangelization: See-
ing the Big Picture Around the Synods.”       614-985-2274

13, FRIDAY
  Catholic Foundation Estate Planning Seminar
  8 a.m., Boat House, 679 W. Spring St., Columbus. John L. 

Sauter estate planning seminar sponsored by The Catho-
lic Foundation, featuring talks by a judge, a lawyer. an 
assistant Ohio attorney general, and a financial planner. 
Information at www.catholic-foundation.org/SauterSe-
minar.

  Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center Open House
  10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 987 

N. Waggoner Road, Blacklick. Center, a ministry of the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace, will be open, weather per-
mitting, for tours.                                           614-866-4302

  
13-15, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
  Bishop Ready Presents ‘Fools’
  7 p.m. Friday and Sunday, 2 p.m. Saturday, Bishop Ready 

High School, 707 Salisbury Road, Columbus. School’s the-
ater department presents Neil Simon’s comedy “Fools.” 
$10 adults, $9 seniors, $8 students.                614-276-5263

14, SATURDAY
  Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
  9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave., Plain City.   

Saturday Life and Mercy Mass,  followed  by  rosary and
  confession.
  Introduction to Welcoming Prayer at Corpus Christi
  9 a.m. to noon, Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111 E. 

Stewart Ave., Columbus. Introduction to welcoming 
prayer, led by Adele Sheffieck of Contemplative Out-
reach Ltd. $10 per person.                                614-512-3731

  Three Bags Full Consignment Sale
  10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. (selected items half-

price 5 to 7), Lausche Building, State Fairgrounds, 
717 E. 17th Ave., Columbus. Three Bags Full consign-
ment sale of children’s items. Unsold and unclaimed 
items are donated to Catholic and pro-life charities.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                          614-561-5300  
Financial Seminar at Ohio Dominican

  5 to 6:30 p.m., Rooms 258 and 259, Bishop Griffin Center, 
Ohio Dominican University, 1216 Sunbury Road, Colum-
bus. Financial seminar for high school students. Topic: 

“Budgeting.” Register to pirwitzt@ohiodominican.edu.
  Dominican Anniversary Mass and Gala
  5 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus. 

Votive Mass of St. Dominic marking start of yearlong 
Ohio celebration of Dominican Order’s 800th anniver-
sary, with Archbishop Bernardito C. Auza, Apostolic Nun-
cio of the Holy See to the United Nations, as celebrant 
and homilist, followed at 6:30 by gala in the Statehouse 
Rotunda and Atrium featuring the Dominican anniversary 
exhibit being shown there through Nov. 30.

14-15, SATURDAY-SUNDAY
  DeSales Presents ‘You Can’t Take It With You’
  7 p.m. Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday, St. Francis DeSales High 

School, 4212 Karl Road, Columbus. School’s theater de-
partment presents the Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy 
“You Can’t Take It With You.” Tickets $8.     614-267-7808

15, SUNDAY
  Blessing of St. Gerard Majella at Holy Family   
  After 9 and 11 a.m. Masses, Holy Family Church, 584 W.  

Broad St., Columbus. Blessing of St. Gerard Majella, pa-
tron of expectant mothers, for all women who are preg- 
nant or wish to become pregnant.                614-221-1890

  St. Christopher Adult Religious Education
 10 to 11:20 a.m., Library, Trinity Catholic School, 1440 

Grandview Ave., Columbus. “Lessons Along the Way,” 
with Shane Switzer talking about his 500-mile journey 
along the Camino de Santiago. 

  Angelic Warfare Confraternity at Columbus St. Patrick
  Following noon Mass, St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant 

Ave., Columbus. Monthly meeting of Angelic Warfare 
Confraternity, with talk on chastity-related issues fol-
lowed by Holy   Hour.                                     614-224-9522

  St. Padre Pio Secular Franciscans
  1:30 to 5 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, 720 Hamlet St., 

Columbus. Fellowship and ongoing formation followed 
by adoration and prayer, Liturgy of the Hours, and initial 
formation with visitors.                                        614-282-4676 

  Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
  5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E. Livingston 

Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass entrance). Weekly 
parish prayer group meets for praise, worship, ministry, 
and teaching.                                                  614-886-8266

  GriefShare Seminar at St. Matthew
  6:15  to 8:15 p.m. St. Raphael Room, St. Matthew Church, 

807 Havens Corners Road, Gahanna. “GriefShare: Sur-
viving the Holidays” seminar for people dealing with 
the death of a loved one. Cost $7, including workbook.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                         614-337-9691

  DivorceCare Seminar at St. Matthew
  7 to 9 p.m. St. Michael Room, St. Matthew Church, 807 

Havens Corners Road, Gahanna. “DivorceCare: Surviving 
the Holidays” seminar for people dealing with marital 
separation or divorce. Cost $7, including workbook.                                                                                                                                        
                                             614-269-7098 or 614-575-1507

  Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
  7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum- 

bus. Mass in Spanish.                                      706-761-4054
  Talk by Paul Darrow at St. John Neumann 
  7 p.m., St. John Neumann Church, 9633 E. State Route 37, 

Sunbury. Talk by Paul Darrow, who is featured in the doc-
umentary “Desire of the Everlasting Hills,” about Catho-
lics dealing with same-sex attraction.          614-296-7404   

16, MONDAY
  Mass of Healing and Healing Service at Cathedral   

  6:30 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus. 
Mass of Healing, with Father Paul Noble as celebrant and 
homilist, followed by healing service including Exposi-
tion and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and ven-
eration of relics of the True Cross. Priests will be on hand 
for discussion and prayer and the Sacrament of Anointing 
of the Sick will be available.                          614-224-1295 

  Talk by Paul Darrow at Cols. Immaculate Conception
  7 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church, 414 E. North 

Broadway, Columbus. Talk by Paul Darrow, who is fea-
tured in the documentary “Desire of the Everlasting 
Hills,” about Catholics dealing with same-sex attraction.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                         614-296-7404   

17, TUESDAY
  Rosary for Life at St. Joan of Arc
  Following 6:15 p.m. Mass, St. Joan of Arc Church, 10700 

Liberty Road, Powell. Recital of Rosary for Life, spon-
sored by church’s respect life committee.

  ‘Nostra Aetate’ Discussion at de Porres Center   
  7 to 9 p.m., Martin de Porres Center, 2330 Airport Drive, 

Columbus. Discussion with representatives of various 
faith traditions on “Nostra Aetate,” Vatican II’s  document 
on interfaith relations. $15 suggested donation. 

                                                                             614-416-1910
  Prayer Group Meeting at St. Mark
   7:30 p.m., St. Raymond Room, St. Mark Center, 324 Gay 

St., Lancaster. Light of Life Prayer group meeting.
                                                                            740-653-4919

19, THURSDAY
  Cenacle at Holy Name
  6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave., Colum-

bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, with prayers in 
the Cenacle format of the Marian Movement of Priests.

  Holy Hour of Reparation at Columbus Sacred Heart
  7 to 8 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., Colum-

bus. Eucharistic Holy Hour following Holy Hour of Repa-
ration prayer format, concluding with Benediction and 
social period. Prayers for intention of deepened holiness 
and an increase in the virtue of fortitude for bishops and 
priests.                                                             614-372-5249

  Labyrinth Walk at Shepherd’s Corner
  7 to 8:30 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 987 N. 

Waggoner Road, Blacklick. Labyrinth walk, preceded by 
yoga exercises, led by Joy Lawrence. Suggested donation 
$5. Registration deadline Nov. 17.                   614-866-4302

  Open House at Bishop Hartley
 7 to 9 p.m., Bishop Hartley High School, 1285 Zettler 

Road, Columbus. Open house for prospective students.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                          614-237-5421

19-21, THURSDAY-SATURDAY
  Three Bags Full Consignment Sale
  10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. 

Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday (selected items half-
price Friday evening and Saturday), Community Wesleyan 
Church, 161 Myrtle Ave., Newark. Three Bags Full consign-
ment sale of children’s items. Unsold and unclaimed 
items are donated to Catholic and pro-life charities.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                          614-561-5300  

19-22, THURSDAY-SUNDAY
  St. Charles Presents ‘Good ‘N’ Plenty’
  8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday. St. Charles Pre-

paratory School, 2010 E. Broad St., Columbus. School’s 
theater department presents the comedy “Good ‘N’ 
Plenty.”  $10 adults, $5 students.                    614-252-6714
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H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S

All fund-raising events (festivals, 
bazaars, spaghetti dinners, fish fries, 

bake sales, pizza/sub sales, candy sales, 
etc.) will be placed in the “Fund-Raising 

Guide.” 
An entry into the Guide will be $18.50 

for the first six lines, and $2.65 for each 
additional line. 

For more information, 
call David Garick at 614-224-5195.

Notices for items of Catholic interest 
must be received at least 12 days be-
fore expected publication date. We will 

print them as space permits. 
Items not received before this deadline 

may not be published. 
Listings cannot be taken by phone.

Mail to: The Catholic Times
Happenings, 

197 East Gay St., Columbus, OH  43215 
Fax to: 614-241-2518

E-mail as text to tpuet@colsdioc.org

‘Happenings’ submissions

WOMEN’S CLUB
HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CRAFT SHOW
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church

1559 Roxbury Road, Marble Cliff
Saturday, November 14, from 9-3 pm

Many , many vendors, the Italian Kitchen,
bake sale, white elephant sale, and more...

HOLY FAMILY 
CHRISTIAN MOTHERS BAZAAR

584 W. Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215
Nov. 22nd 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Multiple Vendors!   Great Food!
Masses at 9 & 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.

CLASSIFIED

HOLIDAY CRAFT BAZAAR 
& BAKE SALE

Saturday, November 21, 9-3pm
Our Lady of Lourdes

Catholic Community Center
1033 W. 5thSt., Marysville

66 Tables of  Holiday Crafts
Free Admission –Door Prizes



Twenty-six sixth graders at Columbus Our Lady of 
Peace School formed a production company called 
Crayons in the Box Opera. 
The company wrote and produced an original 

30-minute opera titled Amusement Park Mayhem, 
which was presented to the public earlier this week.
Students auditioned for jobs in the company, in-

cluding costumes and makeup, electricians, set de-
sign, carpenters, writers, composers, performers, 
stage manager, assistant stage manager, production 
manager, and public relations. 
Our Lady of Peace School has been selected for 

the past several years by the Metropolitan Opera 
Guild’s education department to participate in its 
Creating Original Opera program, in cooperation 
with the Our Lady of Peace Home and School As-
sociation. 

Photo: The writers of “Amusement Park May-
hem” are (from left) Samantha Maynard, Bronwyn 
Lewis, Evan Campbell, and Alex Zayen. 
          Photo courtesy Our Lady of  Peace School

Amusement Park Mayhem
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focus onART
The drama department of Columbus 

St. Charles Preparatory School, 2010 E. 
Broad St., will present Jeffrey Hatch-
er’s comedy Good ‘N’ Plenty  at 8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, Nov.  19, 20, and 
21 and 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 

students. For reservations, call the 
school at (614) 252-6714. 
In Good ‘N’ Plenty, Wintersville High 

School’s new social studies instructor, 
Richard Miller, uses Good & Plen-
ty candy as “contraband” in a “drug 
game” for his students in 1976 and, as 
the saying goes, comedy ensues.
Drug abuse among teens was no 

laughing matter back then, and it’s still 
relevant today, but Hatcher uses that 
scenario as a backdrop for a humorous 
look at the American judicial system. 
Good ‘N’ Plenty is a comedy in which 

a civics lesson goes bad as instruc-
tor Miller tries to teach his students 
about the system and they end up 
experiencing the real thing.
“It’s an interesting point that 

Hatcher chose to set the play in 
1976, the country’s bicentennial year,” 
St. Charles drama director Doug Mont-
gomery said. The play was written in 
2000. 
“And it’s also an interesting approach 

to understanding the constitution. The 
teacher, Miller, is intending to teach the 
constitution in a more provocative way, 
but it backfires,” Montgomery said. 
Hatcher’s play is full of comic charac-

ters as he draws an evening of laughs 
from a social problem. However, he 
also manages to make a point about 
the Constitution as a living document. 
Montgomery said the show’s energy 
comes from the characters.

“The students in the class and the 
teachers in the school are, to say the 
least, a bit wacky, but that’s where the 
comedy comes in,” he said. 
For example, there’s a Bulgarian ex-

change student who learns English by 
studying American pop song lyrics and 
a young man who collects paper prod-
ucts as research. 
“It’s all very funny,” Montgomery 

said. “It will be an entertaining show 
and, if you look close enough, it has a 
message, but not one that will hit you 
over the head.”
Aside from the political and social 

messages, the cast represents stu-

dents and faculty working together to 
educate, learn, and make a difference. 
“”Perhaps it can be all summed up by 
the last few lines of the play spoken by 
Miller, who says, referring to the Con-
stitution: ‘We write it and rewrite it. We 
try to get it perfect.’”
Photo: Cast members of “Good ‘N’ Plenty” 

include (from left), seated: Nathan Kuhr, Julia 
Mazurek (Dublin Jerome), Ada Cleary (Colum-
bus School for Girls), Ben Negatu, Campbell 
Smith, and Molly Gallagher (Dublin Jerome); 
standing, Rayquon Brown, Ellie Wade (CSG), 
Tim Clayton, Natalie Belford (Grove City), 
Nick Martin, Marcus Galeano, Joseph Roe, 
Isaac Murrin, and Camron Alten-Dunkle.                                                                                                                                    
                                          Photo by Jennifer Zmuda

Good ‘N Plenty 
theater

opera theater

Ohio Dominican University’s student theater group, the 
Panther Players, will perform Neil Simon’s “Fools” on se-
lect dates from Friday, Nov. 13 to Saturday, Nov. 21. The 
performances will take place in the Matesich Theater in 
Erskine Hall on ODU’s main campus, 1216 Sunbury Road, 
Columbus. In “Fools,” Leon Steponovich Tolchinsky 
lands his first teaching job in Kulyenchikov, Ukraine dur-
ing the 19th century. He soon learns that there is a curse 
on the village that makes everyone foolish. Not only 
must he leave within 24 hours or become cursed himself, 
but he’s also fallen in love with one of his students.

General admission is $8. Children younger than five 
will be admitted free. Admission is also free for stu-
dents who show their ODU identification. Free parking 
is available in the Gold Lot, west of Sunbury Road.

Fools
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NEWS IN PHOTOS 
FROM AROUND 

THE WORLD

Benedictine Father Florian is greeted 
by children after returning to Illeret, 
Kenya, from a trip to Nairobi. The 
Bavarian prince gave up his inheritance 
to become a Benedictine monk. 
CNS/Christena Dowsett

Lisbeth Svendsen, a volunteer from Norway, gets a hug 
from Nabil Minas as she hugs his wife and daughter on 
a beach near Molyvos, on the Greek island of Lesbos, on 
Oct. 30. The Syrian refugees were on a boat that traveled 
to Lesbos from Turkey, provided by Turkish traffickers 
to whom the refugees paid huge sums. When Minas 
disembarked from the boat, he fell on his face and kissed 
the ground. A Christian, he crossed himself and covered his 
face with his hands, weeping with joy. 
CNS photo/Paul Jeffrey

Sister Mary Grace, a member of the Little Sisters of the Poor, venerates a relic of her order’s foundress, St. 
Jeanne Jugan, at Our Lady of the Island Shrine in Manorville, New York, in 2012. The U.S. Supreme Court  

said on Nov. 6 that it will hear seven pending appeals in lawsuits brought by the Little Sisters and several 
other Catholic and faith-based entities against the Obama administration’s contraceptive mandate.

CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic
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Rockford community of Poor Clare 
Colettines, becoming “Sister Amata.”
But when Reese sets foot in the 

monastery, which is set back from 
a busy road, and catches a whiff of 
the incense, the way she experiences 
the passing of time itself changes, 
she said. “As I interacted with those 
women, who have embraced a differ-
ent, ancient rule, I understood it in a 
different and much deeper way.”
Asked why women who so rarely 

interact with the culture that laps at 
their door chose to open up their lives 
to her, Reese said, “In part they see 
the benefit of people knowing that 
this life still exists, that young women 
are still called.”
While she was collecting informa-

tion, she shared the transcripts with 

the nuns she interviewed.
And when the book was finished, she 

gave them a copy which, the mother 
abbess told her, they passed from one 
nun to another. As the nuns have read 
the book, they have told Reese they’ve 
been learning about themselves.
Reese’s project has another future 

benefit: providing the nuns who 
function as administrators with bio-
graphical details about their compan-
ions, with whom they often shared 
the rigor of a daily routine with-
out the small intimacies of secular 
friendships. “When a nun died,” she 
said, “often they didn’t know what 
to put in the monastery record.”
Eisenstadt Evans is a columnist for 

Lancaster (Pennsylvania) Newspa-
pers Inc. and a freelance writer.

The installation of seminarians in the offices of lectors and acolyte took place at the Pontifical College Josephinum on Sunday, Nov. 1, the Feast of All Saints. Bishop Daniel 
Thomas of Toledo was the principal celebrant. Seminarians installed as lectors typically are first-year theologians and are commissioned to proclaim the Word of God in the 
liturgical assembly and to catechize the faithful. Acolytes, traditionally second-year theologians, are entrusted with the duties of attending to the altar, assisting the deacon 
and priest at Mass, and distributing holy Communion as an extraordinary minister. The 10 seminarians from the Diocese of Columbus who were among those installed are 
pictured. They are (from left): Brett Garland, acolyte; Chris Yakkel, lector; Paul Brandimarti, lector; Bryant Haren, lector; Chris Tuttle, acolyte; Msgr. Christopher Schreck, 
Josephinum rector/president; Bishop Thomas; Robert Johnson, acolyte; Max Hall, acolyte; Kyle Tennant, lector; Todd Lehigh, acolyte; and Thomas Herge, acolyte.    
                 Photo by seminarian Josh Altonji

Lectors and Acolytes Installed at Josephinum

CLOISTERS, continued from Page 13

In this undated photo, a Poor Clare Colettine nun who is the novice mistress works with a novice 
in the wood shop at the order’s Corpus Christi Monastery in Rockford, Illinois. CNS photo/Abbie Reese


