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Respect
Life

“The right to 
life is the first 
among human 

rights.” – 
Pope Francis
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CATHOLICFront Page photo:
This week’s front-page art is based 
on the poster created by the U.S. 
conference of Catholic Bishops 
for this year’s Respect Life Month, 
which the bishops instituted in 
1972 and have marked every Octo-
ber since then.  
Photo courtesy USCCB

The Editor’s Notebook

By David Garick, Editor

Throwaway culture
This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses 

against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, 
so that you and your children may live and 
that you may love the LORD your God, lis-
ten to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the 
LORD is your life.  Deuteronomy 30:19-20.
I get of lot of tweets on my Twitter account 

every day.  They come from a wide array of 
friends, acquaintances, or celebrities.  One 
comes from a robot, the Curiosity rover on 
the surface of the planet Mars.  It is fascinat-
ing to get these updates and photos from an 
alien world.  Last week, Curiosity tweeted 
that it had found water in the Martian soil 
-- a great discovery.  But one thing that has 
not been found is life -- not even the simplest 
microbe.  Perhaps one day, we will find evi-
dence of life elsewhere in the universe, but 
not so far.
Here on Earth, life is so abundant that we 

take it for granted.  Life is an amazing gift 
from God.  Humanity, the greatest expres-
sion of life, is especially precious.  It is a 
manifestation of God Himself, placed on this 
planet and reflecting His glory.  Sadly, this 
modern culture has become obsessed with 
death.  Life that is deemed uncomfortable, 
inconvenient, or troubling is now seen as 
disposable.  
We see that in the rising numbers of sense-

less murders in our society.  We see it in the 
growing acceptance of euthanasia.   In Hol-
land, the number of  people killed by medi-
cal euthanasia has more than doubled in 
the 10 years since legislation was changed 
to permit it, rising 13 percent last year to 
4,188.  The numbers in the United States 
are much lower, but are growing in the four 
states that currently permit assisted suicide.  
And several additional states are consider-
ing legislation to allow the disposal of in-

convenient lives.  And 
we see it in over 55 
million children killed 
in the worb by abor-
tion in the U.S. since 
Roe v. Wade..
Pope Francis reminds us that people are not 

disposable. “An economic system that idol-
izes money is based upon a throwaway cul-
ture: the grandparents are thrown away, the 
young people are thrown away. And we must 
say ‘No’ to this throwaway culture,” said 
Pope Francis.
That mentality, he said, “calls for the 

elimination of human beings, above all if 
they are physically or socially weaker. Our 
response to that mentality is a decisive and 
unhesitating ‘Yes’ to life. In the fragile hu-
man being, each one of us is invited to 
recognize the face of the Lord, who in his 
human flesh experienced the indifference 
and solitude to which we often condemn 
the poorest, whether in developing coun-
tries or in wealthy societies.”
“Every unborn child, though unjustly con-

demned to be aborted, has the face of the 
Lord, who even before his birth, and then 
as soon as he was born, experienced the 
rejection of the world,” the pope said. “And 
every old person, even if infirm and at the 
end of his days, carries with him the face 
of Christ. They must not be thrown away!”
October is Respect Life Month.  This is a 

time to refocus our efforts to stand against 
the forces of death in our society and our 
government and to reject the throwaway cul-
ture. If we don’t, some future Curiosity rover 
may scour the Earth in search of some evi-
dence of life that once was, and a civilization 
that did not value itself enough to respect the 
gift of life.

FATHER JACK G. MAYNARD
PASSED AWAY 

ON SEPTEMBER 28, 2013

Funeral Mass for Father Jack G. Maynard, 64, who 
died Saturday, Sept. 28, was held Wednesday, Oct. 2, 
at Dresden St. Ann Church. Burial was at Resurrection 
Cemetery, Columbus.
He was born Nov. 27, 1948, in Paintsville, Ky., to the 

late David and Juanita Maynard.
He earned a bachelor of arts degree from Morehead 

(Ky.) State University in 1972 and a master of divinity 
degree from the Pontifical College Josephinum in 1978, 
and was ordained to the priesthood at Westerville 
St. Paul Church on May 28, 1978, by  Auxiliary Bishop 
George Fulcher.
He was pastor at St. Ann Church and at Mattingly 

Settlement St. Mary Church from 2001-12. He went 
on a medical leave of absence in 2012 and had re-
sided at the Mohun Health Care Center in Columbus 
until his death.
Previously, he served as associate pastor at Marion 

St. Mary Church (1978), Columbus St. Andrew Church 
(1979-82), Columbus St. Matthias Church (1982-83), Co-
lumbus St. Joseph Cathedral (1983-87), Pickerington St. 
Elizabeth Seton Parish (1988-91), Portsmouth St. Mary 
Church (1991-95), Lancaster St. Mary Church (1995-98), 
and Heath St. Leonard Church (1995-98). He also was 
an instructor at Marion Catholic, Columbus Bishop 
Watterson, and Columbus St. Francis DeSales high 
schools and a chaplain at Grant Hospital. In 1987, he 
was assigned to the Order of Franciscans for one year.
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As part of a diocesan inquiry, a credible 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor has 
been determined regarding retired priest 
Father Raymond E. Lavelle, 83.

This action and announcement are 
made in accordance with the Catho-
lic Church’s Charter and Norms for 
the Protection of Children and Young 
People and the Diocese’s published 
Policies for Prevention of Sexual 
Abuse of Minors and Response to Al-
legations Thereof.

An accusation of sexual abuse of a 
minor, allegedly occurring during Fa-
ther Lavelle’s tenure at St. Agnes Par-
ish, Columbus, from 1971-1980, was 
reported to the Chancery Office on 
September 3, 2013.  The allegation 
was then promptly reported to Franklin 

County Children Services.
On September 16, the Review Board 

met and concluded that the allegation 
was credible and warranted further 
investigation.  A finding of credibility 
is not proof of guilt, but the Diocese 
of Columbus will execute the judicial 
and administrative options necessary to 
conclude its inquiry.

Information will be forthcoming re-
garding outreach efforts to be con-
ducted in those places where Father 
Lavelle served in order to determine 
if other persons wish to come forward 
and seek help.

Father Lavelle has been a priest of the 
Diocese of Columbus since 1957.  His 
assignments have included:  Assistant 
Pastor, St. Agnes Church, (1957-1961); 

teacher, Holy Family High School, Co-
lumbus (1958-1961); Assistant Pastor, 
St. Dominic Church, Columbus (1961-
1963); teacher, Bishop Hartley High 
School, Columbus (1961-1963); As-
sistant Pastor, St. Mary Church, Lan-
caster (1963-1968); priest in residence, 
St. Timothy Church, Columbus (1969-
1969); priest in residence, St. Phillip 
the Apostle Church, Columbus (1969-
1970); counselor, Bishop Hartley High 
School (1969-1970); Spiritual Director, 
Pontifical College Josephinum, Colum-
bus (1969-1970); Pastor, St. Agnes Par-
ish (1971-1980); Pastor, St. Matthias 
Church, Columbus, (1980-91);

Associate Pastor, St. Brendan Church, 
Hilliard (1992); Pastor, St. Vincent 
de Paul Church, Mt. Vernon (1992-

1996); Associate Pastor, St. Joan of Arc 
Church, Powell, (1996-2000); sacra-
mental and pastoral administrator, St. 
Catharine Church, Columbus (2000).  
Retiring from active ministry in 2000, 
Father Lavelle has been in extended 
nursing care for the last year.  

The Diocese of Columbus encourag-
es anyone who may have experienced 
sexual abuse by clergy or others asso-
ciated with the Church to contact the 
diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordi-
nator at 614-224-2251, 866-448-0217, 
or at helpisavailable@colsdioc.org, and 
to notify civil authorities.  Forms for re-
porting abuse are available in Catholic 
parish and school offices and can be 
accessed from the diocesan website 
(www.colsdioc.org).

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
Recognizing that Blessed John XXIII 

and John Paul II have widespread rep-
utations for holiness and that years of 
studying their lives and actions have 
proven their exceptional virtue, Pope 
Francis announced he would declare 
his two predecessors saints at a single 
ceremony April 27.
The pope made the announcement 

Sept. 30 at the end of an “ordinary 
public consistory,” a gathering of car-
dinals and promoters of the sainthood 
causes of the two late popes. The con-
sistory took place in the context of a 
prayer service in Latin and included the 
reading of brief biographies of the two 
sainthood candidates.
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of 

the Congregation for Saints’ Causes, 
read the biographies and highlighted 
the “service to peace” and the impact 
both popes had “inside and outside the 
Christian community” at times of great 
cultural, political and religious trans-
formation.
The testimonies of their lives, “com-

pletely dedicated to proclaiming the 
Gospel, shine in the church and rever-
berate in the history of the world as ex-
amples of hope and light,” the cardinal 
said.
Blessed John Paul, known as a glo-

betrotter who made 104 trips outside 
Italy, served as pope from 1978 to 2005 
and was beatified by Pope Benedict 

XVI on Divine Mercy Sunday, May 
1, 2011. Blessed John XXIII, known 
particularly for convoking the Second 
Vatican Council, was pope from 1958 
to 1963; Blessed John Paul beatified 
him in 2000.
Asked by reporters if retired Pope 

Benedict would participate in the can-
onization ceremony, Jesuit Father Fed-
erico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, 
told reporters it was possible, but given 
the retired pope’s preference for stay-
ing out of the public eye, he could not 
say for sure.
The choice of April 27, which will be 

Divine Mercy Sunday in 2014, was not 

a complete surprise. Speaking to re-
porters traveling with him from Brazil 
to Rome July 28, Pope Francis said he 
had been considering Dec. 8, but the 
possibility of icy roads could make it 
difficult for Polish pilgrims who would 
travel by bus to Rome for the ceremony.
The other option, he said, was Divine 

Mercy Sunday, a celebration instituted 
worldwide by Pope John Paul. Since 
the beginning of his pontificate in 
March, Pope Francis has emphasized 
God’s mercy and readiness to forgive 
those who recognize their need for par-
don. He told reporters on the flight from 
Brazil that Pope John Paul’s promotion 

of Divine Mercy Sunday showed his 
intuition that a new “age of mercy” was 
needed in the church and the world.
Asked on the plane to describe the two 

late popes, Pope Francis said Blessed 
John was “a bit of the ‘country priest,’ 
a priest who loves each of the faithful 
and knows how to care for them; he did 
this as a bishop and as a nuncio.”
He was holy, patient, had a good sense 

of humor and, especially by calling the 
Second Vatican Council, was a man of 
courage, Pope Francis said. “He was a 
man who let himself be guided by the 
Lord.”
As for Blessed John Paul, Pope Francis 

told the reporters on the plane, “I think 
of him as ‘the great missionary of the 
church,” because he was “a man who 
proclaimed the Gospel everywhere.”
Pope Francis signed a decree recogniz-

ing the miracle needed for Blessed John 
Paul’s canonization July 5; the same day, 
the Vatican announced that the pope had 
agreed with members of the Congrega-
tion for Saints’ Causes that the canoniza-
tion of Blessed John should go forward 
even without a second miracle attributed 
to his intercession.
Except in the case of martyrdom, 

Vatican rules require one miracle for a 
candidate’s beatification and a second 
for his or her canonization as confir-
mations that the candidate really is in 
heaven with God. However, the pope 
may set aside the rule.

Pope to canonize Blessed John XXIII, John Paul II April 27 

CREDIBLE ALLEGATION OF ABUSE DETERMINED IN PRIEST INQUIRY
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PRACTICAL          STEWARDSHIP
By Rick Jeric

M & M
 Have you changed or enriched your outlook 

on something we recently studied over the past 
week?  For me, I love the Hispanic and Latino 
cultures, but I really want to learn more, em-
brace our brothers and sisters in the Faith, and 
appreciate more than just Chipotle and mar-
garitas.  The devotion and love that our Hispanic and Latino families 
have for our Catholic Faith can teach us a lot.  I also committed to 
telling my wife how blessed we are as a family to have her outpouring 
of Catholic Christian love and faith that is such a rich part of who we 
are as a family.  She is the best, and we just celebrated our 31st an-
niversary.  I have the advantage of writing this column, so I can’t forget 
to tell her these things.  Pray and live.  We pray for help and grace, and 
then we live our lives accordingly.  I often joke that our cat has the 
best life, consisting of eating and sleeping.  Of course, you and I have 
the best life, consisting of the unlimited love and mercy of our God.  
But the real grace lies in the fact that it does not stop there.  We go 
out into the world each day and live our faith.  We make a difference.  
We are impactful.  We let our light shine and do not hide it.  As St. 
Francis said, “Preach the Gospel, and when necessary, use words.”

October is a special month in honor of our Blessed Mother Mary.  It 
is also the month of the rosary, and we even celebrate the memorial 
of Our Lady of the Rosary on Oct. 7.  When I was pondering how I 
might address Mary our Mother for this column, those two M’s struck 
me – M & M, Mary our Mother.  We cannot ever take her for granted, 
nor can we underestimate her ability to intercede for us and help us 
to pray.  This month of the rosary cries out to us and challenges us to 
pick up those beads and pray.  Even at a slower, more deliberate, more 
contemplative, and more prayerful pace, five decades of the rosary 
will not take more than 20 to 30 minutes of our time.  That is one-half 
of a lunch hour, one lousy sitcom on television, one trip to Subway or 
Chipotle, or the time it takes to drink one really hot Starbucks bever-
age.  If you do not have a rosary handy, use your fingers or toes.  That 
works particularly well in the car.  Reward yourself by praying to M & 
M, Mary our Mother, by using M & M’s candy instead of rosary beads.  
It is up to you how many you eat and how many you save.  Whatever 
you decide, pray the rosary as often as you think of it.  Pray for the 
grace to make a difference right here, right now, at this point in time, 
on this day.  Live your life so that people pay attention to what you say 
and do.  Speaking of another M & M (Eminem), I happened to catch 
him on television during the Notre Dame-Michigan football game a 
few weeks ago.  All I can say is that it is truly amazing who we choose 
to pay attention to sometimes.  Do whatever it takes.  Pray for peace 
and pray for our world, one family at a time.  Our Catholic Christian 
families are a model for us and should be the model for the world.

Our practical challenge this week is to pray the rosary each day.  
While once a week would be great, let’s try for each day this week 
and every day this month.  And our extra challenge is to pray at least 
one per week together as a family rosary.  What a great way to pray, 
and what a great way to be together as a family.  Of course, for this 
you will need the family-size bag of M & M’s.  Pray for strong families, 
one M & M at a time.
Jeric is director of development and planning for the Columbus Diocese.

Westerville St. Paul School was rec-
ognized by U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion Arne Duncan as one of 286 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools for 2013.
The honor is based on the schools’  

overall academic excellence or their 
progress in improving student academ-
ic achievement. 
St. Paul, which has 840 students in 

kindergarten through eighth grade, 
received this honor for “Exempla-
ry High Performance” as measured 
by state assessments and nationally 
normed testing.
The school’s principal, Kathleen Nor-

ris, said, “I am so proud of our students, 
teachers, parents and administrators.  
They deserve all the credit and we are 
honored to be among this select group 
of schools across the nation.”
 The U.S. Department of Education 

will honor 236 public and 50 private 
Blue Ribbon schools at a recognition 
ceremony Nov. 18 and 19 in Washing-
ton. In its 31-year history, the National 
Blue Ribbon Schools Program has be-
stowed this coveted award on nearly 
7,500 schools. A local recognition 
event will be hosted at St. Paul School 
in late October or early November.

NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL

The Kathleen A. Cavello Alumni 
Mothers of St. Charles will sponsor 
a special Mass and luncheon on Sun-
day, Oct. 20.  The event will include 
Mass in the Mother of Mercy Chapel at 
12:30 p.m., followed by a luncheon in 
the Cavello Center featuring Pat Wynn 
Brown of Hair Theater presenting The 

Higher The Hair, The Closer To God: 
My Rosary, My Rat Tail Comb, And 
Other Articles Of Faith.  
The cost is $25.  
Send reservations to Marilyn Wollett, 

8174 Mount Air Place, Columbus, OH 
43235 or email scmothersluncheon@
gmail.com.

St. Charles alumni mothers luncheon

Position ~ Parish Staff Assistant
St. Paul the Apostle Parish of Westerville, Ohio is in search of a Parish Staff Assistant.  The 
Parish Staff Assistant is a part-time position reporting to the Director of Parish Administra-
tion.  The hours are M–F, 9:00 am to 2:30 pm. This individual is responsible for the record-
ing and detailed record keeping of the parish census, sacramental books, and certificate 
requests.  This individual will interact with parishioners in areas of hospitality, stewardship, 
issuing letters of good standing, and e-mail correspondence. A full job description can be 
found on the parish website: www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org or the diocesan website: www.
colsdioc.org.  Send resume, cover letter and references to:

Director, Parish Administration/St. Paul the Apostle Parish
www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org
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In response to the Year of 
Faith and Pope Benedict’s 
call to rediscover the docu-
ments of the Second Vatican 
Council, Bishop Frederick 
Campbell has planned a 
series of talks  around the 
diocese.  He will be in four 
different locations talking 
about the council.  This is 
the first of a series of seven 
articles on the council in 
preparation for the bishop’s 
presentations.  

The Year of Faith and the 
Second Vatican Council      

In his final year in the Chair 
of St. Peter, His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI declared a “Year 
of Faith” to begin on Oct. 11, 
2012, and conclude on Nov. 
24, 2013.  The earlier date 
marks the 50th anniversary 
of the opening of the Second 
Vatican Council, convened by 
Pope John XXIII on Oct. 11, 
1962.  It also represents the 
20th anniversary of the publi-
cation of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church under Pope 
John Paul II.

The Second Vatican Council 
was not the first of its kind, as 
its name indicates.  It was one 
of 21 ecumenical councils.  
“Ecumenical” comes from a 
Greek word meaning “the in-
habited world.”  The idea is 
to convene the bishops from 
around the world to consider 
issues troubling the Church.  
The ecumenical councils are 
often where the Church for-
malizes her teachings.  For 
instance, the First Council of 
Nicaea in 325 produced the 
original Nicene Creed in re-
sponse to the Arian heresies.  
The Fourth Lateran Council in 
1215 defined transubstantia-
tion.  In response to the Prot-
estant heresies, the Council of 
Trent (1545–1563) clarified 
the Church’s teaching on the 
canon of Scripture and the sev-
en sacraments.  The First Vati-
can Council in 1870 defined 
the primacy and infallibility of 
the pope.

The ecumenical councils rep-

resent one of the highest forms 
of authority within the life of 
Church teaching.  The Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church 
tells us that “The infallibility 
promised to the Church is also 
present in the body of bishops 
when, together with Peter’s 
successor, they exercise the 
supreme Magisterium, above 
all in an Ecumenical Council” 
(CCC 891).  That being said, 
the first 50 years following 
a Council are often a time of 
transition, in which the Church 
finds herself trying to imple-
ment the documents of the 
council, documents that are 
typically large in both depth 
and scope.  In order to do so, 
the Church must navigate the 
documents in light of her entire 
history.  This is often a difficult 
task, for on the one hand, there 
is always something “new” 
about a council, a reason why 
it was convoked in the first 
place.  At the same time, there 
is nothing ever really new 
about the Catholic Faith.  In-
fallibility and primacy had ex-
isted since Peter was appointed 
the first pope. Vatican I merely 
clarified and formalized the 
age-old teaching.  Transub-
stantiation was true at the Last 
Supper and taught consistently 

by the early Church. Lateran 
IV merely codified it.  The 
canon of Scripture was de-
cided in the first few centuries.  
Trent simply settled the debate 
in light of Martin Luther’s re-
moval of certain books from 
the Old Testament.

The Second Vatican Council 
is a little unique in that it did 
not define any new dogma.  It 
merely re-presented the time-
less truths of the Church to 
the modern world.  This has 
perhaps led to even more con-
fusion than normal regarding 
the proper implementation of 
the council documents.  On the 
one hand, there are those who 
would try and use Vatican II as 
a moment of rupture in the his-
tory of our Faith.  This camp 
often divides the timeline of 
Church history into “pre-Vati-
can II” and “post-Vatican II,” 
effectively dismissing any-
thing before 1965 with a flip-
pant, “But Vatican II changed 
all that.”  On the other hand, 
there are those who would try 
and ignore the council alto-
gether, refusing to consider 
any development it brought 
to the presentation of the De-
posit of Faith.  The truth can be 
found by using a lens of con-
tinuity that accepts the Second 

Vatican Council as one council 
in the grand scheme of 21 oth-
ers spread throughout two mil-
lennia of Church history.

“Getting Vatican II right” 

was one of the most important 
projects of John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI.  It was one of 
the reasons why John Paul II 
called for the publication of 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.  Very early in his pon-
tificate, Benedict XVI wrote 
in his Christmas address to the 
Roman Curia of 2005 of the 
need to properly interpret the 
council using a lens of continu-
ity.  He ended his address using 
the words of John XXIII from 
his opening address at Vati-
can II:  “The council wishes 
to transmit the doctrine, pure 
and integral, without any at-
tenuation or distortion. ... It is 
necessary that adherence to all 
the teaching of the Church in 
its entirety and preciseness be 
presented in faithful and per-
fect conformity to the authen-
tic doctrine.”  John XXII then 
went on to say that the purpose 
of the council is to present the 
timeless truths of the Faith to 
the modern world.

Re-examination of Second Vatican Council concludes Year of Faith



The Catholic Conference of Ohio’s 
education department is giving spe-
cial commendation to the governor 
and 11 legislators for their support 
of Catholic school students and their 
families.
Three of the legislators being recognized 

for their work on the newly passed state bud-
get represent parts of the Diocese of Colum-
bus diocese. 
They are Sen. Jim Hughes, of Columbus; 

Sen. Kevin Bacon, of Minerva; and Sen. 
Chris Widener, of Springfield.
“Through the efforts of these leaders, more 

young people – especially low-income stu-
dents and students with special needs – will 
have access to Catholic schools and the edu-
cational resources they need,” said Carolyn 
Jurkowitz, director of the conference.
Hughes, a legislator since 2000, represents 

the 16th Senate District, which encompasses 
a portion of Columbus. He continues to be a 
strong proponent for Catholic school students 
to receive the same percentage increase in 
state aid as public school students. 
In the most recent legislative session, he led 

the effort to increase the amount Catholic 
school students can receive in the administra-
tive cost reimbursement program from $325 
per student to $360.  Hughes and his wife, Su-
san, have one daughter and live in the city’s 
Clintonville section. 
Bacon was elected to the Ohio Senate in 2010 

after serving two terms in the Ohio House. He 
is a longtime supporter of Catholic schools 
and school-choice options for families. 
He  has been particularly instrumental in the 

implementation of two school-choice pro-
grams for special needs children: the autism 
scholarship program and the Jon Peterson 
special needs scholarship program. He is not-
ed for his legislative work on behalf of people 
with disabilities. He is the father of three 
daughters and attends Columbus Immaculate 
Conception Church. 
Widener represents the 10th Senate Dis-

trict, which includes Madison, Clark, and 
Greene counties. Before coming to the Sen-
ate, he served three terms as a state represen-
tative. As a senator, he served as the chair-
man of the Senate Finance Committee and 
more recently as president pro tempore – the 
number-two seat in the Senate. 
As chair of the finance committee, 

Widener supported equity in fund-
ing for Catholic school students. 
In the 2013 legislative session, he 

identified additional dollars for the 
state’s foundation funding in educa-

tion. The additional funding boosted 
increases in auxiliary services and 
administrative cost reimbursement. 
Widener, who is an architect, and his 
wife, Sally, have two children.
In addition to the commendations to 

select legislators, the conference also is rec-
ognizing Gov. John Kasich, whose executive 
budget laid the groundwork for increases in 
auxiliary services, administrative cost reim-
bursement, and the new Ed Choice expansion 
program. 
Under Kasich’s administration, state aid for 

Catholic school students has increased in each 
of the past three years. In that time, the Peter-
son special needs scholarship program was 
established and the student capacity for the 
ongoing Ed Choice scholarship program was 
increased to 60,000. Kasich has been a long-
time proponent of school choice and maxi-
mizing dollars for classroom instruction. He 
and his wife, Karen, have two children.
Following are the provisions in the state 

budget that are beneficial for Catholic 
schools and students:

• Increased funding by 3.4 percent in this school year and 
5.9 percent in the next school year in the auxiliary services 
program;

• Increased funding by 3.4 percent in this school year, and 
5.9 percent in the next school year in the administrative cost 
reimbursement program;

• Increased the cap to $360 per student in the administra-
tive cost reimbursement program;

• Established new technology language in the auxiliary 
services program;

• Established a new EdChoice scholarship program based 
upon income;

• Established a new Pre-K scholarship program;
• Maintained funding for the Jon Peterson special needs 

scholarship program;
• Ensured that a child identified with any of  the six catego-

ries of  disability is eligible for a Peterson scholarship;
• Increased the scholarship amount for the Cleveland 

scholarship program from $5,000 to $5,700 per student.
The other elected officials recognized for 

their “steadfast support and commitment on 
behalf of Catholic school parents, students, 
and their families” include Sens. Peggy 
Lehner, Bill Seitz, Randy Gardner, Keith Fa-
ber (Senate president), and Scott Oelslager, 
and Reps. Bill Batchelder (Speaker of the 
House), Matt Huffman, and Ron Amstutz.
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JESUS ROSE AGAIN;
KILLING OF ANIMALS

Q. Thank you for your col-
umn, which helps me to 

understand the nuances of our 
faith. Here is my question: In 
both the Nicene Creed and the 
Apostles’ Creed, we say that Je-
sus “rose again” from the dead; 
the word “again” puzzles me 
-- did Jesus rise twice? (McFar-
land, Wis.)

A. Every week, several 
questions are submitted 

from readers across the nation 
to be answered in this column. 
Given the space limitations, I 
am forced to select only one or 
two. When making that choice, 
I try to gauge which ones might 
be on most people’s minds. 
The problem, of course, is that 
there is a built-in bias: I see 
things through the prism of my 
own mind. If an issue has never 
occurred to me, I can’t imag-
ine how it could be creating a 
problem for anyone else. And 
so for months, I have resisted 
responding to the question you 
have raised, simply because 
the word “again” in the creed 
never struck me as odd. But 
since several readers have now 
mentioned it, I concede that the 
use of the word does merit an 
explanation.
If you look at any diction-

ary, you’ll find that the first 
and most common meaning of 
“again” is “once more,” which 
suggests repetition and prompts 
the logical question, “When did 
Jesus ever rise before?” But an-
other meaning -- acceptable and 
often used -- is “anew,” and so 
we say, “The man tripped and 
fell, but he got right up again” 
or “I woke up during the night, 
but I rolled over and went back 
to sleep again.”
So Jesus rose only once, on 

Easter Sunday. He lived once, 

he died once, and now he lives 
again.

Q. What is the church’s 
teaching on killing in-

sects, rodents, or any of God’s 
creatures if they are doing you 
no harm? (I’ve seen children try 
to burn ants with a magnifying 
glass.) (Morrilton, Ark.)

A. Genesis clearly states 
that human beings are 

stewards of the rest of creation 
and are commissioned (Genesis 
1:28) to “have dominion over ... 
all the living things that crawl 
on the earth.”
Yet the authority we exer-

cise is not absolute. Animals 
give God glory, and we owe 
them respect. For a child to 
torture ants by burning them 
with a magnifying glass is a 
clear moral wrong and violates 
the teaching of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, which 
says in No. 2418 that “it is 
contrary to human dignity to 
cause animals to suffer or to 
die needlessly.” Against the 
contention of some activists, 
however, the catechism does 
clarify in No. 2417 that “it is 
legitimate to use animals for 
food and clothing.”
As to your question about kill-

ing insects or rodents which, 
at the moment, might be doing 
you no harm, I would allow it 
under the rubric of dominion. 
Such animals can clearly in-
flict pain, can seriously disturb 
the tranquility needed for hu-
mane living, and may, by their 
presence, contribute to unsani-
tary conditions that can lead to 
health hazards.
Questions may be sent to 

Father Kenneth Doyle at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com and 
40 Hopewell St., Albany, N.Y. 
12208.

QUESTION & ANSWER
by: FATHER KENNETH DOYLE
Catholic News Service
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By Frank Moncher
Domestic violence is a hidden scourge 

on our families and communities. 
Those who are victimized often keep 
it a private matter for various reasons: 
fear, shame, well-intended efforts to 
preserve the family. Aggressors, if they 
even recognize their problem, are not 
likely to have it addressed. Yet it touch-
es many and knows no boundaries of 
race, class, ethnicity, creed, or age. 

Domestic violence and emotional 
abuse are typically used together in a 
relationship to control the victim. Per-
sons may be married, living together, 
or dating. Examples of emotional abuse 
include name-calling, putdowns, re-
stricting contact with family or friends, 
withholding money, preventing a part-
ner from working, actual or threatened 
physical harm, sexual assault, stalking, 
and intimidation. 

Persons experiencing domestic vio-
lence are often termed “victims,” or, 
if the situation has resolved, “survi-
vors,” but it is most important to recall 
they are children of God, with inherent 
dignity and deserving our love and re-
spect. This is especially true because as 
abused persons, they are often plagued 
by feelings of shame, fear, and depres-
sion, and have lost sight of the essential 
fact of their dignity and worthiness to 
be loved. 

Research shows that accessing domes-
tic violence shelter resources reduces 
the incidence and severity of future 
violence substantially. When recover-
ing from abuse, victims need guidance 
in planning for their safety. Consulta-
tion with legal advisers can help them  
understand how to report and ask for 
further protection.

In sum, the gravity and difficulty for 
families touched by domestic violence 
is severe.

Although the struggle toward healing 
and recovery can be difficult, our faith 
gives us reason for hope. 

At times, people dealing with do-
mestic violence may make decisions 
that cause an observer to question their 
judgment or become frustrated with 
them for remaining in what seems to 
be an obviously dangerous or hopeless 
situation.

It is commonly accepted that domes-
tic violence is rarely an isolated inci-
dent, but is a pattern of behavior aimed 

at establishing and maintaining power 
and control over another. The pattern is 
typically described as a “cycle of vio-
lence,” and the seriousness escalates 
with each occurrence.

The “cycle” begins with a “setup” 
phase: The abuser creates a situation 
in which the victim has no choice but 
to react in a way that, in the abuser’s 
mind, justifies the abuse. After the vio-
lence, the abuser may fear being held 
accountable, and so may apologize or 
make excuses for his or her behavior, 
pledge to never do it again, or use gifts 
as a way of coping with guilt or pre-
venting the victim from telling. 

Next, however, the abuser may ex-
cuse the incident as the victim’s fault, 
or resume “life as usual” as if nothing 
happened. The abuser expects that the 
victim will participate in the cover-up. 
Finally, the abuser thinks about the past 
and the future in a manner that drives 
the abuser to mentally “set up” the next 
episode of violence.

Some victims of domestic abuse have 
a tendency to “normalize” violent be-
havior based on experiences in their 
family of origin, where they struggled 
with their sense of self-worth, setting 
boundaries, or emotional dependence. 
Even though the family of origin was 
dysfunctional, its unhealthy equilib-
rium may have been the only thing the 
person knew.

Consequently, some may feel guilty 
about considering betraying the abuser, 
or fear they will be judged or further 
deprived of affection if they disclose or 

attempt to leave. These persons benefit 
from counseling that affirms their in-
herent dignity, helps them understand 
the dysfunctional patterns in their past 
and current relationships, and assists 
them in establishing a safe home and 
relationships.

Although common characteristics 
have been identified, there is no “typi-
cal” abuser. In public, they may appear 
friendly and loving to their family, while 
the violence and its consequences are 
hidden from view. The violence does not 
happen randomly, or solely because of 
stress or substance abuse. Abusers use 
violence to get what they want. 

This being said, it is important to rec-
ognize that the abusers were not “born 
that way,” but have their own history of 
developmental and family problems that 
can explain how they learned to be ag-
gressive. Because abusers often have a 
poor sense of self-worth, they do not take 
responsibility for their actions and try to 
blame the victim instead. Thus, the per-
son perpetrating the violence also needs 
his or her own help and healing.

The Diocese of Columbus has devel-
oped a comprehensive program titled 
“Calming the Storm” to address issues 
of family violence. The program pro-
vides a variety of resources designed to 
render family violence unacceptable for 
Catholics in the diocese by means of ed-
ucation, influence, and behavior change.

It also seeks to provide parish and di-
ocesan staff with the tools they need for 
the identification, appropriate interven-
tion, and prevention of family violence.

The program has been available for 
15 years and is a result of conversa-
tions which started in 1999 among 
now-Bishop Emeritus James Griffin 
and others following the annual Catho-
lic Social Services Breakfast with the 
Bishop meeting. 

“It’s very similar to our Protecting 
God’s Children program, which teaches 
people about the signs of possible child 
abuse and how to address such situa-
tions,” said Erin Cordle of the diocesan 
Office for Social Concerns. “We pro-
vide a wealth of information through a 
family resource guide and a family vio-
lence prevention toolkit consisting of a 
series of videos.”

All parishes in the diocese have at 
least one copy of these materials avail-
able for borrowing. Copies also may be 
borrowed by contacting Cordle at (614) 
241-2540.    

If you believe someone you know 
may be in a troubled situation, you 
should call a hotline number for 
assistance, or encourage the person 
to do so themselves (911, the local 
hotline, or the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233/
TTY 1-800-787-3224). 

Moncher is a licensed psychologist 
of the Diocese of Arlington, Va., and 
managing director of integration and 
training for the diocese’s Catholic 
Charities organization. Catholic Times 
reporter Tim Puet contributed to this 
story. 

LIFE MATTERS: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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MAKING SENSE
Out of  Bioethics
Father Tad Pacholczyk

The world was shocked when the tragic and twisted 
case of Ariel Castro burst recently into the limelight. 
Before he took his own life in prison earlier this month, 
he had kidnapped and repeatedly raped, humiliated, 
and beaten three young women held captive inside his 
Cleveland house for more than 10 years. At his sen-
tencing in August, he blamed his longstanding habit of 
watching two to three hours a day of pornography for 
his crimes. “I believe I am addicted to pornography to 
a point that it really makes me impulsive and I don’t 
realize what I’m doing is wrong,” he said.

To what extent pornography is directly related to vi-
olence remains up for debate (explaining any complex 
human behavior in simple cause-and-effect terms can 
be exceedingly difficult). What is beyond dispute is 
that pornography sets the stage for viewing women in 
an exploitative way, as sexual fodder for the gratifica-
tion of men. In fact, the widespread availability and 
consumption of pornography has arguably become 
the most pervasive objectifying force in society today.

In a recent newspaper discussion about pornography, 
one male participant remarked that most men do not 
end up marrying supermodels, so he thought pornog-
raphy wasn’t a bad thing, since it enabled “the goods” 
that a  few women possessed to be spread around and 
shared. He seemed to have no compunction about using 
women  as  pawns to satisfy male lust.

The gaze we direct toward each other can eas-
ily go astray, demeaning not only ourselves, but oth-
ers around us as well. When one’s gaze is directed 
askance, as Bishop Paul Loverde of Arlington, Va., 
noted in a 2006 letter on pornography, “one becomes 
the kind of person who is willing to use others as mere 
objects of pleasure.” The impure gaze of pornography, 
focused on “body parts,” or “performances,” takes on 
its own momentum and quickly draws us away from 
the relational commitments and responsibilities im-
plied in our human sexual nature.

One of the key objections to pornography is that it 
sets up a fantasy world without the risks and chal-
lenges that exist in real relationships. It warps and 
distorts the beautiful gift of human sexuality so it no 
longer serves as an interpersonal force for bonding 
and building families, but instead devolves into an 
exploitative and isolating force in the lives of those 
who fall prey to it, changing its clients, in the words 
of one commentator, into “basement dwellers” and 
“bottom feeders.”

On the other hand, the glance of authentic sexual 
love, flowing from a pure gaze, avoids denigrating oth-
ers as a means for self-gratification and draws man 

and woman into an abiding, life-giving union.
The need for that pure inner gaze has never been 

more succinctly expressed than in that timeless pro-
nouncement uttered two millennia ago: “Your eye is 
the lamp of your body; when your eye is sound, your 
whole body is full of light; but when it is not sound, 
your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest 
the light in you be darkness” (Luke 11:34).

We see just how dark the darkness was in the life of 
Ariel Castro. Through pornography addiction, a sky-
rocketing phenomenon today, our eye easily becomes 
darkened and shuttered.

This darkness affects not just the men who view it, 
but also women who may not themselves be regular 
consumers of pornography. Women may be drawn 
into the subtle and demeaning trap of objectification 
when they are pressured to serve as compliant prox-
ies for the acting out of their spouse’s hard-core por-
nographic fantasies. Instead of relating to the actual 
person they are with, they may instead feel obligated 
to play a role in satisfying various desires and fetishes. 
In this way, pornography may impact the way consen-
sual relationships develop between men and women, 
weaving a warped and exploitative element into the 
early stages of the relationship.

The average woman may also struggle with a sense of 
inadequacy when it comes to competing with or mea-
suring up to the naked women of the Internet, par-
ticularly in the face of pervasive airbrushing, silicone 
implants, and photoshopping of porn models. These 
concerns about undue pressure on women apply not 
just to the pornography industry, but even to the 
modern fashion industry with its frequently provoca-
tive designs, and to soft-porn initiatives such as the 
Sports Illustrated swimsuit edition. It should come as 
no surprise when ordinary women and girls manifest 
loathing and abusive tendencies toward their own 
bodies when they feel threatened by impossible com-
parisons and expectations.

The enduring glance, sparked by the sexual attrac-
tiveness of the other, is never meant be directed 
askance by the vicious snare of pornography, but 
instead to point towards a personal and committed 
marital love, purified of exploitative and objectifying 
tendencies.
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, PhD, earned his doctorate 

in neuroscience from Yale and did postdoctoral work 
at Harvard. He is a priest of the Diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as director of education at The 
National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org.

THE DARKENED EYE OF 
PORNOGRAPHY
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LIVINGFaith
Praying Like I Mean It

I don’t remember when I became such a fan of 
bearded men, but I think it has something to do with 
the young man I married nearly a decade ago. His 
beard reminds me of Kenny Rogers’ beard, but that’s 
not why I like it. For me, his beard represents all his 
hard work. 

Somehow, in the facial hair he trims so carefully 
and keeps so neatly, I see a representation of 
manhood, of fatherhood, of everything I admire 
about this man I married.

I don’t watch much TV, so I almost missed the 
popular trend toward beards. Thankfully, someone 
pointed us to Duck Dynasty and we started watching 
it out of curiosity more than anything. I didn’t expect 
it to last more than an episode or two, and certainly 
not once football season was underway.

As I write this, we’re still strongly enthusiastic about 
the show. My husband and I laugh uproariously about 
it even as we find ourselves relating a little too much 
with the redneck way of life. I didn’t realize what an 
impact the show was having on our family until we 
sat down for dinner recently.

“Let’s have a Duck Dynasty prayer!” my eight-year-
old said.

My husband looked at me and I smiled. He led us in 
what has become almost a family tradition.

At the end of every show, the entire family gathers 
for a meal. The family patriarch leads a short--usually 
two sentences--prayer thanking God for the food and 
mentioning a highlight about the day or the meal.

It’s not necessarily better than the memorized prayer 
that’s pretty standard at Catholic meals. It does, 
however, hearken back to my growing up and the 
mealtime prayers I remember.

I’ve noticed lately that my family has a tendency to 
just say the words, to just rush through the mealtime 
grace and then dive into dinner. No big deal. We’ve 
done what needs done and now it’s time to eat.

It’s almost like washing our hands after we go to the 

bathroom. We don’t even need to think about it any 
more because it’s become such a habit.

But that’s not what prayer is supposed to be. My 
eight-year-old brought it up after my husband and 
I had just been discussing how much we admired 
the way the Duck Dynasty guys put their faith into 
practice, the way they live their values, the way they 
don’t settle for less.

Praying like I mean it is easier said than done. It’s 
advice that’s easy to give but hard to practice.

This month, I’m going to turn to Our Lady of the 
Rosary in a special way. It’s her month, after all, and 
my struggles aren’t news to her. She watches me 
every morning as I pull myself back--again and again 
and again--to the prayer at hand. She holds my hand 
as I waver in my attention, as I fight to prioritize, as I 
slack in my passion.

Sometimes it’s not important how well I do. But the 
least I can do is pray like I mean it.

Sarah Reinhard is online at SnoringScholar.com 
and is the author of a number of books for Catholics, 
including Welcome Baby Jesus: Advent and 
Christmas Reflections for Families.

Pope Francis made a personal phone 
call to a young Italian woman facing 
a difficult pregnancy, applauding her 
bravery in choosing life for her child 
and offering to baptize the baby.

Anna Romero, a 35-year-old woman 
from central Italy, was on vacation 
when she received a phone call from the 
pope. She had written the pontiff earlier 
this summer, describing her anguish at 
discovering that she had become preg-
nant by a man who – unknown to her at 
the time – was already married.

“In June, I discovered I was pregnant 
through him, and when I told him, in-
stead of being happy, he told me he was 
already married, already had a child, 
and to have an abortion,” Romero said, 
according to the Daily Mail of London.

“I told him that I would not have an 

abortion and told him to get out of my 
life,” she said.

Romero described her situation in a 
letter to the pope, sharing that she had 
never had luck with men, and that after 
marrying young and being divorced, she 
thought she had found the perfect man.

After learning about the man’s exist-
ing marriage, she felt “humiliated and 
betrayed” and told the Holy Father that 
she wrote to him because she had “no 
one else to turn to.”

“I addressed the letter simply to ‘Pope 
Francis, the Vatican’ and put it in the 
post. I didn’t even send it recorded de-
livery. I didn’t really expect to get a 
reply, but then out of the blue, when I 
was on holiday, I had a phone call from 
him,” she said.

Romero said that when the call came 

in, she knew the number was from 
Rome because of the city’s dial code, 
and that she recognized the pope’s 
voice as soon as he started speaking.

“I had only seen the pope once before, 
from St. Peter’s Square when I lived in 
Rome,” she said, “I would never have 
imagined that the pope would pick up a 
telephone and call me and speak to me 
as if I was a dear friend.”

“We were only on the phone for a few 
minutes, but my heart was filled with 
joy,” she added.

During the call, Pope Francis con-
soled her, saying that she would never 
be alone and that a child is a “gift from 
God” and “a sign of Divine Provi-
dence,” telling her also that she had 
been both “brave and strong” for her 
unborn child.

When Romero shared her fears of 
baptizing her baby because she was 
divorced and a single mother, the Holy 
Father assured her that he would be her 
spiritual father, and even voiced his 
willingness to baptize the baby himself.

Romero said that even if the pope does 
not end up performing the baptism, the 
phone call has changed her life.

She said that she hopes her letter 
“will be an example for other women 
who feel they may be distant from the 
Church simply because they have cho-
sen the wrong man, they are divorced, 
or they are with men who are not wor-
thy of being fathers.”

“I don’t know the sex of the baby,” 
she added, “but if the pope does baptize 
it and it’s a boy, I have no doubt of his 
name – Francis.” 

Pope calls single mother, offers to baptize her child

Finding Faith in
 Everyday Life
Sarah Reinhard
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By Beth Vanderkooi
Unless you’ve been living in a cave, 

you know that this year marks the 40th 
anniversary of the US Supreme Court’s 
decision in Roe v Wade, ushering in the 
national precedent of legalized abortion.  
It was undoubtedly a pivotal moment in 
American history. We all have cause to 
lament as our government first became 
complacent, and then complicit, and 
now a partner in a great moral evil.  

However, sometimes our focus on Roe 
makes us forget that abortion is not a 
new phenomenon. It is not an Ameri-
can problem. It is not even a modern 
problem.  The early Church fathers – 
Augustine, Tertullian, and Hippolytus 
of Rome among them –wrote against 
abortion and its implements.  The Di-
dache (150 AD) clearly instructs, “Do 
not murder a child by abortion or kill a 
newborn infant.”  
The crisis and evil of human abortion 

has haunted the hearts of some of the 
most influential minds throughout all 
of human history, including thinkers 
outside the Judeo-Christian tradition.  
For example, the Hittite Code (2000 
BC) made it illegal to cause a woman 
to miscarry.  The Code of Hammurabi 
(dated to the 1770s BC), had only 282 
laws; six of them prescribed penal-
ties for causing a woman to miscarry 
her child. The philosopher Aristotle 
believed it was wrong to abort a baby 

once it had a soul. 
Abortion was an issue 2,000 years be-

fore the birth of Christ, and it continues 
to be an issue 2,000 years later.  Why 
do we care, and why, then, is Roe such 
a big deal?
The prophet Jeremiah lived during 

what was likely the most tragic time 
in the history of Israel. Jerusalem was 
destroyed. The Jewish people were car-
ried off into captivity.  His writings are 
predominantly doom and destruction, 
urging the people to repent, lest they be 
destroyed. 
But in what I find to be one of the most 

beautiful passages of the Old Testa-
ment, he lays out the natural law and 
foretells the new covenant, saying “I 
will put my law within them, and I will 
write it upon their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people 
… for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity 
and I will remember their sin no more.”
I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it upon their hearts.
There is a natural law that guides each 

of us, even when we do not acknowl-
edge it.  At its very nature, abortion 
violates that law.  Even proponents of 
abortion generally concede (not always 
in as many words) that abortion is a 
necessary evil.  The pro-choice mantra 
of “safe, legal, and rare” acknowledges 
that abortion is not a natural good.  The 
same natural law that was written on the 
hearts of the Hittites, the Babylonians, 
the ancient Greeks, and the Israelites is 
written on our hearts today.  
Roe is insidious not because abortion is 

a new evil, but because it signals a return 
to the day when the laws of the land con-
flict with the natural law by denying the 

personhood of another human made in 
the image and likeness of God.  
The theme of Respect Life Month 

2013 is “Open your hearts to life.”  It is 
an invitation to move beyond the mind-
set that “Roe = abortion = bad,” to un-
derstand the truth that is written on each 
our hearts, and to find the courage to 
live that truth every day.  We are called 
not just to oppose Roe, but to stand up 
in defense of the unborn, the elderly, 

the infirm, and the poor.  
We have an opportunity every day to 

be the light of Christ to a world that 
subsists in darkness, but we will only 
do that when we take what has been 
written upon our hearts, profess it to the 
world, and invite others to open their 
hearts to life.
Vanderkooi,  a member of Columbus 

St. Mary Church, is executive director 
of Greater Columbus Right to Life.  

WRITE IT ON YOUR HEART

There are three abortion clinics in the 
Diocese of Columbus. All are in Frank-
lin County.  One or more of those clin-
ics is open six days a week. They per-
formed 5,640 abortions in 2011 (the 
last year for which figures are avail-
able). This is about 108 each week. 

Spirituality
Series
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A Columbus diocesan priest who cel-
ebrates Mass for Death Row inmates 
every week says true respect for life 
also must include opposition to capital 
punishment.

“If we’re going to be serious about be-
ing pro-life, we’d better understand it 
means all life,” said Father Lawrence 
Hummer. “You can’t make an exception 
for prisoners under a death sentence. If 
you do so, you’re just playing games 
and lying through your teeth.”

Father Hummer, pastor of Chillicothe 
St. Mary Church and longtime Scripture 
columnist for the Catholic Times, has a 
contract to counsel Catholic inmates at 
the Chillicothe Correctional Institution. 
He comes to  the prison every Monday 
evening to visit prisoners and say two 
Masses – one for the general prison pop-
ulation and one for occupants of Ohio’s 
Death Row, which has been located 
there since 2011. 

He has been serving the prison since 
2009, when Father David Foxen, MSC, 
who had a full-time ministry there, was 
reassigned by the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart.

Father Hummer said about a dozen 
of the 138 men on Death Row – one 
woman is awaiting execution at another 
prison – attend Mass each week.

“They may be in prison, but they’re 
just like anybody else, struggling to stay 
alive and make meaning out of their 
situation in the same way the rest of us 
are,” he said. “Their attitudes are no dif-
ferent than the rest of us. They laugh, 
they cry, they get angry. 

“I regularly visit people dealing with 
a terminal illness. In some ways, the 
men on Death Row are facing a similar 
situation and react similarly, but there’s 
one important difference – the prison-
ers have a fixed date for their death. 
Even so, they’re not fixated on dying. 
There’s not a sense of doom and gloom 
among them.

“They want to be dealt with as human 
beings first and foremost. I can be very 
honest with them about life on the out-
side, and they really enjoy that honesty 
from me and from any other visitors. It’s 
a respect they deserve. They know when 
they’re being played for a fool.

“I never ask what they did that caused 
them to be sentenced to death,” Father 

Hummer said. “Sometimes they’ll tell 
me, or it’s publicized in the newspapers, 
but I’m not as interested in their past as 
I am in bringing God’s love and forgive-
ness to them now.

“Sometimes a prison employee will 
get upset at a man on Death Row if he 
forgets to take his medication for some 
illness, and I find this interesting. I guess 
the state wants to make sure these men 
are healthy when they die, but it seems 
a little silly. In the end, we’re all in the 
same boat. We all will die, but as I said, 
the difference for the men on Death 
Row is they have a date.”

Father Hummer has accompanied one 
prisoner to his death in Ohio’s execution 
chamber at the Southern Ohio Correc-
tional Facility near Lucasville, about 40 
miles south of Chillicothe. The prisoner, 
Mark Wiles, who had become a Catho-
lic in 2004, died on April 18, 2012, and 
had asked Father Hummer to be present 
for his execution.

Father Hummer prayed the rosary with 
Wiles, heard his confession, anointed 
him, and gave him communion. He 
them met with Wiles’ sisters and attor-
neys and tried to comfort them. He did 
not witness the execution, but waited 
at the prison until he was told it had 
taken place.

“It was one of those unique experi-
ences of grace that comes along rarely,” 
Father Hummer said. “It was three days 
after Divine Mercy Sunday, and I talked 
about God’s mercy with Mark and he 
understood. He went to death with no 
bitterness and apologized to the family 
of the person he had killed. 

“I felt was losing a fellow traveler 
on life’s highway, saying goodbye to a 
friend in Christ. The emotion was genu-
ine on both sides. Afterward, I was giv-
en a thank-you note he had written. That 
touched me greatly. That note will be 
worth its weight in gold when I have to 
account for what I’ve done in my minis-
try as a priest.”    

“Working with Death Row prisoners, 
and prison work in general, have given 
me a different perspective and made 
me more appreciative of God’s gift of 
life,” Father Hummer said. “It’s some-
thing I never thought I’d be doing, and 
now that’s it’s become a regular part 
of my life, it’s made me despise capi-
tal punishment even more. The whole 
concept goes against the principles of 
Christian faith.”   

For people committed to upholding the 
sanctity of human life, the death penalty 
can present a challenge. Properly un-
derstood, however, Catholic teaching 
against the death penalty is both per-
suasive and eminently pro-life. It begins 
with the affirmation that human dignity 
applies to every human being, to victims 
as well as those who have committed 
crimes against life. 

Our teaching also holds that recourse 
to the death penalty may be justified 
only under the most narrow circum-
stance, namely if it “is the only pos-
sible way of effectively defending hu-
man lives against the unjust aggressor” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
2267). The teaching reminds us that if 
non-lethal means are capable of pro-
tecting society, these are preferable as 
“more in keeping with the concrete con-
ditions of the common good and more 
in conformity with the dignity of the hu-
man person” (CCC, no. 2267).

Today, a growing movement in the 
United States, led by Catholics, op-

poses the use of the death penalty. As 
a result, more states are restricting or 
abolishing its use, but many other states 
retain this penalty.

As Catholics, we believe and put our 
hope in a merciful and loving God. We 
are conscious of our own brokenness and 
need for redemption. Our Lord calls us to 
imitate him more perfectly by witnessing 
to the inherent dignity of every human 
being, including those whose actions 
have been despicable. Our faith and hope 
is in the mercy of God who says to us, 
“Blessed are the merciful for they shall be 
shown mercy (Matthew 5:7) and “I desire 
mercy, not sacrifices” (Matthew 9:13). 
As Christians, we are called to oppose the 
culture of death by witnessing to some-
thing greater and more perfect:   a gospel 
of life, hope, and mercy.

Some material for this story was 
from a document written for the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops by 
Anthony J. Granado, a policy adviser in 
the USCCB’s office of domestic social 
development.
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By Mark L. Rienzi
Our nation was founded on the prin-

ciple that all people are “endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights.” As the Declaration of Inde-
pendence explains, these rights are not 
gifts from a civil government, but in-
herent and God-given components of 
our humanity. The Constitution pro-
claims that the very purpose of gov-
ernment is to “secure the Blessings” of 
these liberties for “ourselves and our 
Posterity.” 

To the founding fathers, foremost 
among these rights was the freedom of 
conscience—the freedom to hold, and 
live according to, one’s religious prin-
ciples. James Madison deemed this 
right “the most sacred of all property,” 
and wrote protection for religious exer-
cise into our First Amendment. George 
Washington so respected the rights of 
religious believers that he refused to 
force pacifist Quakers to fight in his 
army, though he desperately needed 
men in the fight for independence.

Our Catholic Church defends the 
same conception of freedom, includ-
ing in religious matters. Like our na-
tion’s founding documents, the Church 
teaches that God gives people their 
natural rights. And like our nation’s 
founders, the Church views religious 
freedom for all people—Catholics, 
Protestants, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
atheists, agnostics, and everyone 
else—as an inherent human right. 

The Church teaches that faith is 
an act of free will, and therefore all 
people should be free to live by their 
own religious views—even wrong 
religious views—“as long as the just 
requirements of public order are ob-
served.” Jesus did not force anyone to 
accept his message, and neither should 
anyone else.

Both the Church and civil law there-
fore teach that the government gen-
erally should avoid forcing people 
to violate their religious beliefs. For 
example, by law, our federal govern-
ment can only force people to violate 
their religion in the rare instance when 
it has a truly compelling interest that 
can only be served by burdening the 
free exercise of their religion. Nor is 
this principle a partisan one: the fed-
eral religious liberty law was proposed 

by Sen. Ted Kennedy, signed by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, and passed the Sen-
ate with 97 votes.

Thus, on the issue of religious free-
dom, American Catholics need not 
wonder what to render to Caesar and 
what to render to God. Both authori-
ties ask the exact same thing: vigilance 
in the protection of religious liberty for 
all. And both establish the same gen-
eral rule that a just and tolerant society 
should not force people to violate their 
religion unless there is an exceedingly 
important reason to do so. 

Unfortunately, this broad commit-
ment to religious freedom is increas-
ingly under attack. In recent years, 
governments have taken a variety of 
steps designed to force religious peo-
ple and institutions to give up their re-
ligious faith. For example, the federal 
government recently told the Supreme 
Court that it has the right to dictate to 
a church who should serve as its min-
ister. State governments have tried to 
strip pharmacists of their licenses be-
cause of their religious obligations not 
to provide abortion-inducing drugs.

In Massachusetts, Catholic Chari-
ties was forced to stop finding adop-
tive homes for foster children be-
cause it could not place children 
with same-sex partners. The federal 
government has asserted that reli-
gious individuals forfeit all their re-
ligious liberty rights when they open 
a business to earn a living. Legisla-
tion has been considered to force 
religious institutions to collect and 
report information about immigrants 
to whom they minister.

Each of these measures is, in its own 
way, an attack on religious diversity, 
and an effort to use the coercive power 
of government to control or punish re-
ligious activities. When governments 
force people and institutions to give up 
their religious beliefs, everyone loses. 
The religious believers and institutions 
suffer because they are put to an im-
possible choice: give up your religion, 
or close your doors and stop earning a 
living or serving those in need. 

In a liberal and diverse nation, that 
type of ultimatum is almost never 
acceptable. The proper course—as 
George Washington demonstrated 
with the Quakers—is to find ways to 

accommodate religious objections so 
that people of all faiths are welcome.

It is not only religious believers who 
suffer when religious liberty is tram-
pled. The people served by religious 
individuals and institutions also suffer 
from these threats to religious liberty. 
Consider the experience when Illinois 
tried to force all pharmacists to sell 
abortion-inducing drugs. Although 
the state claimed the rule was needed 
because religious objectors were in-
terfering with access to the drugs, it 
eventually had to admit that no one, 
ever, had been unable to get the drug 
because of a religious objector.

But the law still had a very real im-
pact on access to healthcare—it caused 
at least one pharmacy to close, some 
pharmacists to leave the state, and pre-
sumably others not to join the profes-
sion. all at a time when the state had a 
well-documented shortage of pharma-
cists. By targeting religious objectors 
and pursuing government-enforced 
conformity without exceptions, the 
state made health care less available 
for everyone.

The same is true in the context of the 
HHS contraceptive/abortifacient man-
date. Many religious people cannot in 
good conscience provide insurance 
coverage for abortion-inducing drugs. 
Yet the government is pressuring these 
people with the threat of enormous 
fines—sometimes more than a million 
dollars each day—for the sin of pro-
viding health coverage that excludes 

abortion drugs. 
As a society, we should not accept 

a government’s decision to pressure 
people in this way to give up their 
religion. Particularly in troubled eco-
nomic times, we should welcome and 
thank job creators, and we should 
work around religious differences 
rather than drive employers out of the 
public square. Our history attests to 
the great benefits we all reap when re-
ligious people and institutions are free 
to bring their religious values into the 
public square, as they did in the aboli-
tion movement, the civil rights move-
ment, and the labor movement.

Having all benefited from these 
“blessings” of religious liberty, we 
have a common duty as Catholics and 
Americans to consider what we can do 
to ensure that we “secure” those bless-
ings not just “to ourselves” but also “to 
our Posterity.” Possibilities abound, 
such as educating ourselves and our 
families, contacting elected represen-
tatives, praying, voting, and talking 
to our neighbors about why religious 
freedom is worth protecting. In short, 
we must remember that our religious 
diversity is a strength, and that reli-
gious differences should be accepted 
and accommodated, not stamped out 
by the government.

Rienzi is senior counsel at the 
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty and 
a professor of constitutional law at 
The Catholic University of America.

By William B. May
The true meaning and purpose of 

marriage has become clouded over the 
last 40 years. This confusion has influ-
enced why and whether young people 
marry. While we understand marriage 
as a sacrament, it’s critical we learn to 
use non-religious language to explain it 
to our children and friends in ways that 
properly convey its truth and beauty.

Polls show most people think mar-
riage is merely the recognition of a 
committed, loving relationship prin-
cipally for the benefit of the spouses. 
However, marriage is much more. Re-
sponsible negative influences include 
no-fault divorce, which makes mar-
riage conditional on the happiness and 
fulfillment of adults and the separation 
of sex from procreation and marriage.

The breakdown of marriage has 
reached crisis mode. Today more than 
50 percent of births to women younger 
than 30 occur outside marriage. Ac-
cording to sociologists, the increased 
numbers of children in poverty, in fa-
therless homes, and who experience 
abuse and neglect all relate to changing 
attitudes about marriage. The phenom-
enon of the breakdown of marriage has 
spread rapidly into the segment known 
as Middle America and is now touch-
ing nearly every extended family.

Efforts to reverse these current 
trends should be an imperative of so-
cial justice for every citizen, and a 
primary concern of every parent. Who 
would choose that their grandchildren 
should be deprived of mothers and fa-
thers united in marriage, or that their 

own children should grow up to be 
single parents?

Rebuilding a Christian culture – and, 
in this case, a marriage culture – does 
not start with judging others, but with 
our own conversion. Conversion is a 
journey, not a destination. That journey 
is essential to the New Evangelization, 
and the reason Pope Benedict XVI de-
clared the Year of Faith. 

To evangelize the culture, starting 
in our own families, it is crucial to 
study and transmit the teachings of 
the Church about love, marriage, and 
sexuality to our children, but to also 
present them in nonreligious terms that 
reveal their truth, beauty, and good-
ness. No matter how well they know 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
young people are vulnerable to accept-
ing conflicting ideas that seem reason-
able and appealing. 

Many now only accept Church teach-
ing that correlates with their own ex-
perience. Building a deeper faith and 
increasing confidence requires testing 
and verifying what she teaches.

Remember, things aren’t true be-
cause they are in the catechism. They 
are in the catechism because they are 
first true. Church teaching does not 
create reality; it gives us a deeper un-
derstanding of it. Marriage as an inte-
gral part of God’s plan for creation is a 
reality that can be verified without the 
benefit of revelation. 

“Father… for although you have hid-
den these things from the wise and the 
learned, you have revealed them to the 
childlike,” Jesus said (Luke 10:21). 

Looking at marriage from the perspec-
tive of the child within us reveals its 
truth.

Our own experience informs us. We 
all have a desire to know, be connected 
with, and loved by our own mother and 
father, regardless of our relationship 
with them. This experience of God’s 
plan for creation has been stamped into 
our very nature.

Why do adopted people wonder 
about their biological origins, or chil-
dren created from sperm donors search 
out the person who engendered them, 
as well as their half-siblings? Rather 
than merely biological artifacts, moms, 
dads, and siblings are part of our iden-
tity. Every person has a right to be part 
of a family, to be born to a mother and 
father united in marriage.

Because of the confusion about mar-
riage today, many people struggle with 
expressing marriage so that its truth 
and goodness are evident. This is what 
marriage is and does: Marriage unites a 
man and a woman with each other and 
any children born from their union.

This fact can only be recognized 
and not changed (Catechism Nos. 
1601-1603). It expresses procreation, 
complementarity, motherhood and 
fatherhood, irreplaceability, kinship, 
and the good of the spouses and chil-
dren. It even includes the potential for 
the heartbreak of infertility. Not every 
married man and woman has children, 
but every child has a mother and father.

This reveals why marriage has been 
recognized by every culture, society, 
and religion, each within its own 
sphere of interest or knowledge. In 
law, marriage creates the sole civil 
institution that unites children with 
their mothers and fathers and pro-
vides the only authority to promote 
it for the common good. The Church 
provides a deeper understanding of 
this same reality, which was elevated 
to a sacrament by Christ’s total self-
gift to us on the cross, and by the un-
derstanding of His relationship with 
His bride, the Church.

In marriage, a man and woman freely 
choose to become irreplaceable to each 
other. This choice prepares them to re-
ceive the gift of a new life that has the 
same value and dignity as their own. 
The child is irreplaceable to them, and 

both are irreplaceable to the child. 
Marriage begins the circle of irreplace-
ability we call the family.

The same is true for adoption. Mar-
riage prepares the man and woman to 
receive that child into their circle of 
irreplaceability, permanently substi-
tuting for the mother and father the 
child lost.

When considered through the eyes 
of the child, marriage is beautiful. To 
rebuild a marriage culture, the truth 
about marriage must be restored and 
promoted so that more men and women 
choose to enter into the marital union 
as the foundation for their families. 

As an imperative of social justice, 
public policy, education, entertain-
ment, and media, all people need 
to promote the importance of men 
and women marrying before having 
children.

May is author of Getting the 
Marriage Conversation Right: 
A Guide for Effective Dialogue, 
and president of Catholics for the 
Common Good, an apostolate for 
evangelization of culture (www.
ccgaction.org).
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The first time Judy Schlueter coun-
seled a woman who had undergone an 
abortion, the woman said the physical 
pain involved was nothing, compared 
with the pain she felt in her soul when 
she thought about the loss of her child.

Schlueter has worked with hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of people deal-
ing with the aftermath of abortions in 
nearly 40 years since then, but said 
she’s never forgotten that moment. She 
said the woman’s statement describes 
what’s felt by nearly everyone who 
comes to her and the Bethesda Healing 
Ministry seeking help.

“All of us at Bethesda understand 
it’s the soul that hurts most after an 
abortion because we’ve all been there, 
either through our own or others’ ex-
periences,” Schlueter said. “We know 
the pain and we know God will ul-
timately heal it when asked for his 
help, but we also recognize that the 
process goes through stages and that 
it takes different amounts of time for 
different people. We’re not looking at 
how long it takes, because God’s time 
beats to its own clock. That’s why 
we’re here 24/7.”

The Bethesda ministry has round-
the-clock phone hotlines which take 
calls in English and Spanish from any-
one feeling the pain resulting from an 
abortion – mothers, fathers, and people 
connected to them. A companion who 
has taken part in a yearlong program 
of training and discernment is usually 
available to answer the lines. In cir-
cumstances in which a message must 
be left, a call back will be made as 
soon as possible.

The ministry currently has six com-
panions who have experienced an abor-
tion themselves, have gone through the 
healing process with Bethesda, and 
want others to benefit from their expe-
rience. It spends thousands of contact 
hours of service, support, mentoring, 
feeling, advising, listening, weeping, 
rejoicing, referring, consulting, and 
planning with women and men who 
need its services.

Bethesda began in 1994 as a result 
of a meeting called by Father Carlton 
Jones, OP, pastor of Columbus St. Pat-
rick Church at the time, and attended 
by a group of committed lay Catholics 

including Schlueter, a licensed coun-
selor who at that point had worked for 
nearly 20 years with people coping 
with the effects of abortion.

 “All of us in the ministry have done 
so because we said ‘Yes’ to a calling 
God places in our lives,” Schlueter 
said. “He changes us profoundly. We 
just become his mouthpiece. Our role 
is to be obedient, to lead where he 
sends us and to love as he loves.”

The core of Bethesda’s ministry in-
volves healing sessions which occur on 
the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
former Christ the King convent, now 
known as Five Porticos, on Columbus’ 
east side. Bethesda also offers one-on-
one counseling if needed.

The sessions begin with a light meal, 
followed by prayer and reflection. 
One of the two priests who serve as 
Bethesda’s chaplains is always pres-
ent at these times. Individuals pres-
ent are given the freedom to introduce 
themselves or remain quiet. After par-
ticipants are reminded of the program’s 
rules of anonymity and strict confiden-
tiality, large-group and small-group 
discussions follow. Schlueter said be-
tween 12 and 20 people usually attend 
each session.

“I vividly remember one particular 
evening when a woman came and said 
‘I’m not going to talk’ and we told her 
that was fine,” Schlueter said. “She 
ended up talking for the whole eve-
ning about the pain she felt because of 
having an abortion. It was one of those 
moments where you have nothing to 
say. We prayed quietly at the end of the 
meeting, and when she left, she was 
just glowing. You could tell she felt a 
burden had been lifted from her.

“She never came to another meeting, 
but years later, she was in the hospital 
with a terminal illness and was visited 
by one of our priests. She told him that 
the one session at Bethesda relieved 
her soul, that she knew she was forgiv-
en and could be at peace with herself. 
She died the next day.

“Another powerful instance involved 
a young woman who came to us for 
several sessions and talked of a terrible 
alienation between her and her mother. 
The young woman had an abortion and 
her mother had nothing to do with her 
after that. The woman knew she was 
forgiven, but her mother wouldn’t ac-
cept this.

“Eventually, we asked her to invite 
her mother, and the two of them heard 
the witness of others dealing with the 
same pain. This resulted in a huge rec-
onciliation. The mother was set free to 
forgive her daughter, and the daughter 
was set free to recognize God’s healing 
powers.”

Schlueter said those two stories pro-
vide examples of how abortion affects 
everyone, not just the mother of an 
aborted child. Fathers of aborted chil-
dren many times feel the same pain, 
which often isn’t recognized because 
of the cultural stereotype that men 
should be strong and not acknowledge 
their feelings.

“A single man attended several meet-

ings several years ago to talk about the 
trauma he was going through as the 
father of an aborted child,” Schlueter 
said. “One night, a woman looked at 
him out of the blue and said to him, 
‘On behalf of the woman who aborted 
your baby, I am so sorry.’ He respond-
ed, ‘On behalf of the man who partici-
pated in your pregnancy and walked 
away or forced you to have an abor-
tion, I am so sorry.’ There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the room.

“It was an example of the Theology 
of the Body long before Blessed John 
Paul II came up with that phrase. It 
showed that men heal through the gra-
ciousness of women sharing their fem-
ininity and respect, just as women do 
when men share the same thing. Both 
share the same feelings and feel the 
same sorrow when a child is aborted.”

In addition to the biweekly gather-
ings, Bethesda sponsors a monthly in-
tercessory prayer gathering known as 
a cenacle on the second Saturday of 
each month after the 8:15 a.m. Mass 
at Worthington St. Michael Church, 
and invites people wherever they are 
to take part in  intercessory prayer and 
fasting between noon and 4 p.m. each 
Friday.

It also conducts special events in-
cluding an annual Mass of Comfort, a 
fundraising dinner, and formation days 
for seminarians. Besides serving as a 
site for healing and fellowship, Five 
Porticos is used for training purposes 
and can house visiting priests or sisters 
when necessary.

More information about Bethesda 
is available by calling its office at 
(614) 718-0277 or the confidential 
ministry support lines at 
(614) 309-2651, (614) 309-0157, or 
(614) 309-0810 (Spanish) or 
by going to its website, www.
bethesdahealing.org.
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By Sandra Mahkorn
A rape victim becoming pregnant—

what situation could be more emotion-
ally charged than that?

Even among those who are pro-life, 
some individuals are tempted to con-
done aborting children conceived from 
rape out of a natural empathy for the rape 
victim. Rape is an evil act. Since preg-
nancy from rape can seem to compound 
and prolong the victim’s anguish, some 
believe that abortion will permit the rape 
victim to begin healing earlier.

Abortion advocates exploit this com-
passion, pointing endlessly to the 
“need” for abortion in the case of preg-
nancy from rape. Because abortion is 
already legal for any reason, their real 
purpose is to marginalize and malign 
those who are consistent in their pro-
life beliefs, by characterizing them as 
insensitive and rigid. But this rhetoric 
perpetuates falsehoods that can further 
harm pregnant rape victims.

As a primary-care physician and a for-
mer counselor for sexual assault victims, 
I have found that those who see abortion 
as the inevitable or best response in these 
cases are often uninformed. They are 
misled by destructive and dehumanizing 
stereotypes about rape, about victims 
of rape, and about the outcome of rape-
related pregnancy. Biases and stereotyp-
ing contribute to further traumatizing 
victims of rape. Each of us can help rape 
victims choose life.

Rape is not a sex crime. It is a crime 
of violence—a deeply personal and un-
wanted violation of a human being, a 
brutal exertion of power and control. 

Power, not sexual desire, drives the as-
sailant. Victimizers can be husbands, 
boyfriends, family members, and ac-
quaintances. Stranger rape is estimated 
to represent only between eight and 20 
percent of all acts of rape.

The U.S. Department of Justice de-
fines rape as “forced sexual intercourse 
including both psychological coercion 
as well as physical force. Forced sexual 
intercourse means penetration by the 
offender(s).” Sexual assault, in con-
trast, includes a wide range of unwant-
ed sexual contact or verbal threats that 
may or may not involve force.

According to the National Crime Vic-
timization Survey, a large household 
survey of more than  146,000 individu-
als over age 12, which is designed to 
capture reported and unreported crimes, 
there were 143,300 completed “rape 
and sexual assault victimizations” 
against females in the U.S. in 2010. 
That means an assault for every 1,000 
females age 12 and older. The rate was 
highest among women under age 35. 

The great majority of victims were re-
lated to or in a relationship with their 
attacker. Slightly more than one-third 
reported the attack to police. Eleven 
percent of assaults were associated with 
a weapon. Injuries, ranging from gun-
shot wounds to minor bruises and cuts, 
were reported by 58 percent of victims. 
Only 35 percent of those with an injury 
sought treatment.

The number and percent of pregnan-
cies resulting from rape is frequently 
overstated. There are two main reasons 
why relatively few rapes result in preg-

nancy. The average 
rate of pregnancy 
from a single act of 
unprotected sexual 
intercourse ranges 
from two to four per-
cent. In addition, 10.9 
percent of U.S. wom-
en of childbearing 
age are infertile, and 
more than 41 percent 
have undergone sur-
gical sterilization or 
are using a continuous form of contra-
ception, reducing (though not eliminat-
ing) the likelihood of pregnancy.

A survey of U.S. women’s reasons for 
choosing abortion found that only one 
percent reported “rape” as a reason, and 
less than one-half of one percent report-
ed that rape was the main reason.

There is no “normal” reaction to 
rape. As with other highly traumatic 
experiences, an individual’s response 
is unpredictable. A myriad of reac-
tions—depression, anger, anxiety, fear 
of retaliation, guilt, desire for revenge, 
humiliation, disbelief—are some of the 
short-term and long-term psychological 
reactions to rape.

Unfortunately, many people are still 
quick to blame the victim. Doing so 
discourages all victims from reporting 
rape, encourages isolation, and causes 
women to conceal signs of victimiza-
tion. Because pregnancy cannot be hid-
den, the mentality of blaming the vic-
tim only encourages resort to abortion.

Rape victims may respond in a vari-
ety of ways on learning they are preg-
nant—anger, fear, anxiety, depression, 
complacency, and anything else you 
can imagine. Family and friends of-
ten feel helpless or are uncomfortable 
and embarrassed. Advice such as “You 
have to put this behind you” and “It’s 
best not to dwell on what happened” 
may make recovery particularly dif-
ficult for a pregnant rape victim. Such 
advice does not express empathy for 
the victim, nor respect for the child in 
the event of pregnancy.

Abortion advocates perpetuate the 
myth that pregnant rape victims gen-
erally desire abortion, and this makes 
it difficult for women to choose the 
life-giving alternative for their child. 
We must not forget that pregnant rape 
victims aren’t suddenly separated from 

the person they were before the rape. 
They bring to this difficult journey their 
beliefs, their sense of right and wrong. 
and everything else that they are.

In a survey I conducted of counseling 
agencies assisting women with prob-
lem pregnancies, therapists identified 
37 women who had reported a rape-re-
lated pregnancy. Of them, 28 continued 
their pregnancy, five chose abortion, 
and four were lost to follow-up. 

Many women in this study initially had 
strong negative feelings and fears. Of 
those who continued their pregnancy, 
two-thirds developed more positive 
feelings  toward their unborn child as 
the pregnancy progressed. Their feel-
ings of self-esteem and contentedness 
improved during the pregnancy, while 
anxiety, depression, anger, and fear de-
creased.

The abortion rate among rape victims 
(50 percent) is not substantially higher 
than among all women who report an 
“unintended pregnancy” (40 percent). 
The majority of those who decided 
against abortion chose to raise their 
child, while a small percentage opted 
for adoption. A study of 164 such wom-
en found that the majority of those who 
had abortions regretted having done so 
and said the abortion caused them ad-
ditional problems. Among those who 
delivered a child conceived by rape, 
satisfaction was higher, and none stated 
any regret for having given birth.

Abortion, therefore, is not an inevita-
ble choice. The loving support of fam-
ily, friends, and counselors can make a 
huge difference.

Mahkorn is a family physician and 
former counselor for sexual assault 
victims. She has a diverse professional 
background that includes patient 
practice, health care administration, 
public health, and public policy. 

Life Matters ~ Pregnancy from Rape

Called & Gifted workshop  
 
Offered by the Catherine of Siena  
Institute Colorado Springs, CO 
 
Discern your spiritual gifts!   
Discern your call!  
God is calling you to a unique purpose in life,  
a work of love that only you can do.  
Come and begin to discover this work! 
 
The Called & Gifted Workshop is a two-day live presentation which will include 
Church teaching on the lay apostleship; the nature of spiritual gifts, call; and how 
to undertake the process of discernment. 
 

FRIDAY Oct. 18  7:00 pm- 9:30 pm  
SATURDAY Oct. 19   8:00 am-3:00 pm 

 
St John Neumann Church 

9633 State Route 37E 
Sunbury, Ohio 

 
$ 40  (includes lunch & snacks) 

 
Register online at www.saintjohnsunbury.org/called-and-gifted-workshop 

 
 
 

 



16 Catholic Times                                            October 6, 2013 October 6, 2013                                                               Catholic Times 17



Habakkuk 1:2-3;2:2-4
2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14 

Luke 17:5-10 
The prophet Habakkuk apparently wrote sometime 

during or just after the fall of the Babylonian empire to 
the Persians under Cyrus. Nothing is known about the 
historical Habakkuk, nor can we say much more than 
what his own words tell us in this short book, which 
only has three chapters. 
This is not to say that his words are foreign. The 

appalling condition of the society he describes could 
be almost anywhere at any time. We wake up to hear 
of gunfights and shootouts and violence everywhere. 
We cry out to the Lord, only to wonder if the Lord 
hears our cry. 
To that first cry, the Lord had responded that the 

Persians (Chaldeans) would be sent, but the prophet 
continues to wonder. Then the Lord answers again, 
and that is the response we have in Sunday’s reading, 
which promises that “the vision has its time.” It re-
quires patience, but “it will surely come.” Some Jew-
ish interpreters understood this to be a prophecy of the 
coming Messiah.
In its immediate context, the Gospel occurs after Je-

sus has instructed the disciples that if a brother has 
wronged you seven times a day and asks forgiveness, 
“you should forgive him.” Whether that was enough to 
make the apostles say “Increase our faith” or whether 
that was Luke’s editing is hard to say. Certainly, all the 
disciples struggled at times to deal with Jesus’ instruc-
tions. Disciples still do!
Jesus tells them they only need a little faith (“the size 

of a mustard seed”) for it to go a long way (making the 
tree jump into the sea). The instruction continues to 
his “servants,” which includes all of us. He asks about 
any of them having a “servant” using the Greek word, 
which meant primarily “slave.” 
It was simply a fact of life for the people of Pales-

tine that a slave was one who did the master’s bidding, 
whatever it was. A slave had no choice. Thus, if a slave 
came in from the field after working all day, the slave 
owner would not tell him to have a seat while his own-
er waited on him. The slave’s job would continue as 
long as the owner needed his service. Only then could 
the slave fix himself something to eat.
Is the master grateful to the slave for doing what he 

was supposed to do? Jesus then applies this analogy 
to our relationship with God: “We are unprofitable 
slaves; we have done what we were obliged to do.” 
That means that disciples of Christ realize that what-
ever we do, no matter how well or badly done, in 
and of itself carries no guarantees. Having done what 
we are supposed to do, we still must await salvation, 
which comes as a free gift from God. That is why 
we must acknowledge that we are “unprofitable.” We 
do what is right because it is right and then await 
God’s grace. 
I think “slave” is the proper translation for the Greek 

word doulos, which is used here, although the Lec-
tionary renders it “unprofitable servants.” The idea of 
“servant” evokes images of butlers or maids or other 
domestic servants. Slaves were regarded as the prop-
erty of the owner. 
We stand before God (like slaves) with no “rights” 

or “merits” that we can earn by good behavior. We 
stand before pure grace, hoping for God’s own grace 
(or gift) of salvation to lift us up. That is one of the 
toughest hurdles for us to understand, let alone accept. 
Yet so Jesus instructs us, and so we should do. We can 
hardly expect thanks for doing what is required.
Father Lawrence Hummer, pastor at 

Chillicothe St. Mary, can be reached at 
hummerl@stmarychillicothe.com.   
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The Weekday Bible Readings
MONDAY

Jonah 1:1-2:2,11 
Jonah 2:2-5,8 (Ps)

Luke 10:25-37

TUESDAY
Jonah 3:1-10 

Psalm 130:1-4ab,7-8
Luke 10:38-42

WEDNESDAY
Jonah 4:1-11 

Psalm 86:3-6,9-10
Luke 11:1-4

THURSDAY
Malachi 3:13-20b

Psalm 1:1-4,6
Luke 11:5-13

FRIDAY
Joel 1:13-15;2:1-2

Psalm 9:2-3,6,8-9,16
Luke 11:15-26

SATURDAY
Joel 4:12-21

Psalm 97:1-2,5-6,11-12
Luke 11:27-28

We cannot earn salvation merely by what we do 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)

Father
Lawrence L. Hummer

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND 
TELEVISION MASS SCHEDULE

WEEK OF OCTOBER 6, 2013

SUNDAY MASS
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph 

Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio (820 AM), Co-
lumbus, and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 
7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 
53, Columbus. Check local cable system for 

WWHO’s cable channel listing.
 Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery, 

Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN (Time 
Warner Channel 385, Insight Channel 382, or 

WOW Channel 378)  
(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight).

 Mass from Kenton Immaculate Conception 
Church at 10 a.m. on Time Warner Cable Chan-

nel 6 (Hardin County). 
Mass from Portsmouth St. Mary Church at 

noon on Time Warner Channel 24
 in Scioto County.

DAILY MASS
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in 
Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and 

midnight) See EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv 
(Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, Millersburg, Mur-
ray City and Washington C.H.; Channel 125 in 
Marion, Newark, Newcomerstown and New 

Philadelphia; and Channel 207 in Zanesville); 
Noon, St. Gabriel Radio (820 AM), Columbus, 

and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week III, Seasonal Proper
 of the Liturgy of the Hours

The spiritual life committee of 
Reynoldsburg St. Pius X Church 
is sponsoring its annual women’s 
retreat from Friday to Sunday, Oct. 
18-20, at St. Therese’s Retreat Cen-
ter, 5277 E. Broad St., Columus. 
This year’s theme will be “Come to 
the Well: A Journey of Spirituality, 
Prayer, and Priorities for Women.” 
We all experience dry spells in our 

spiritual lives.  The weekend will 
invite participants to quench their 
spiritual thirst through talks, rituals, 

and journaling.  There will be recon-
ciliation, adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Mass, recitation of the 
rosary, free time, and group discus-
sions. A team of St. Pius parishio-
ners will lead the retreat. 
The $110 cost includes four 

meals, lodging, snacks, and materi-
als.  Commuter cost is $50.  Con-
tact Leah Kelly at (614) 866-2859 
to register or for more information.  
The registration deadline is Friday, 
October 11.  

Bishop Frederick Campbell will speak 
at the Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club’s 
monthly meeting on Friday, Oct. 4, on 
issues important to Catholic men seek-
ing greater faith formation. 

The meeting will take place follow-
ing the 11:45 a.m. Mass at Columbus St. 
Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., and 
will conclude by 1 p.m. No reservations 
are needed, but a $10 donation is re-
quested to cover the cost of the lunch 
and meeting.

For more information, visit www.Co-
lumbusCatholicMen.com.

Women’s Retreat Men’s Club Meeting
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Middle  East  Reality  Check

Thousands of Children Die in the U.S. From Another Chemical Weapon: Abortion

The humanitarian and strategic disaster of Syria 
should focus Catholic minds on the hard fact that 
there is no easy or quick path to peace in the Mid-
dle East, a very dangerous part of the world where 
Christians of all persuasions are at daily risk of 
their lives. Two recently published books will help 
those eager to get beyond media sound bites, wish-
ful thinking, and vague pieties in order to think se-
riously about the realities that must be faced in a 
region with too little geography and too much his-
tory, where religiously inspired passion too often 
leads to murder.

I’ve read a lot of books on the Middle East and 
its sorrows, but none quite like Lela Gilbert’s Sat-
urday People, Sunday People: Israel Through the 
Eyes of a Christian Sojourner (Encounter Books). 
Gilbert, an American who came to Israel for a visit 
and stayed for six years, is a writer of broad human 
sympathies whose compassion for the panorama of 
men and women she describes is obvious. Yet that 
compassion never causes her to lose her grasp of re-
alities that cannot be denied. Such as, for example, 
the reality from which her book takes its title: the 
radical Islamist slogan, “On Saturday we kill the 
Jews. On Sunday we kill the Christians.” 

Gilbert knows that what she calls the “Islamist 
culture of death” kills Muslims as well as Jews and 
Christians, and she grieves for her Muslim friends 
and their wretched political leadership. At the same 
time, she is a frank admirer of what the state of Is-
rael has accomplished under unprecedented condi-
tions. Her narrative concludes with a citation from 
an introduction to the collected letters of Col. Jona-

than (Yoni) Netanyahu, who died rescuing hostages 
at Entebbe in 1976. The introduction was written 
by the distinguished novelist Herman Wouk and is 
worth pondering for all those who would be mor-
ally serious about the Middle East today: 

“Yoni loathed war and fighting. ... Because he had 
to fight to save his nation’s life, he made himself 
into a great fighting man. But he knew, as all men 
of sense know, that war today is … not a practical 
political technique. He was philosopher enough to 
understand this truth, that so long as villains and 
maniacs would egg on and arm young Arabs to de-
stroy Israel, he would have to be a soldier; and that 
if he had to he would die fighting for the Return 
and for peace.” 

Elliott Abrams’s study, Tested by Zion: The Bush 
Administration and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
(Cambridge University Press), offers a detailed ac-
count of foreign policymaking as daily-grind-leav-
ened-by-high-drama. It ought to be required reading 
for diplomats-in-training around the world—not 
excluding the men now studying at Rome’s Pontifi-
cal Ecclesiastical Academy, the institutional incu-

bator of those who will represent the Holy See in 
nunciatures and apostolic delegations in more than  
180 countries. 

Throughout his service in the George W. Bush 
administration, Abrams pressed the strategic ar-
gument that the best thing the U.S. could do for 
Israeli-Palestinian peace was to disempower the 
men of terrorism, while supporting those Pales-
tinians who were building the civil society infra-
structure of a future Palestinian state. For a while, 
that strategy seemed to win the day and a mea-
sure of progress was made. But then, in President 
Bush’s second term, Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice and others who imagined that a “fi-
nal status” agreement could be hammered out in 
relatively short order won the internal argument 
in the U.S. government—and failed, as all such 
attempts to accelerate a “peace process” will fail, 
absent a vital, vibrant, and prosperous Palestinian 
civil society capable of sustaining a peaceful and 
democratic Palestinian state. 

Abrams’s book opens a window into the human 
dimension of high-stakes diplomacy; biographers 
of George W. Bush, Ariel Sharon, and others will 
find in Tested by Zion a lot of material with which 
to work. Above all, however, Tested by Zion is a 
work of great moral and political seriousness by a 
morally serious man who knows that the meaning 
of “morality,” especially in world politics, is not ex-
hausted by good intentions. 

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow 
of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in 
Washington, D.C.

THE CATHOLIC
DIFFERENCE
George Weigel

By Katie McCann
Whatever our opinions are on strik-

ing Syria, we probably agree that the 
use of chemical weapons on anyone 
is an egregious and intolerable evil. 
However, some people might be sur-
prised to learn that in 2011, more than 
1,200 chemical weapons were used 
on babies in Ohio with the permission 
of the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
encouragement of politicians and the 
ever-powerful abortion lobby.

According to The Boston Globe, 
“The worldwide taboo against chemi-
cal weapons is more than a century 
old.” As the debate on striking Syria 
rolls on, some are highlighting the 
gravity of the situation by saying “Not 
even Hitler used chemical weapons 
during World War II.”

Nevertheless, while he may not have 

released chemical weapons during 
combat, Hitler did use chemical weap-
ons on a massive scale in extermina-
tion camps. Many countries swore to 
never let such atrocities take place un-
der their watch again.

Yet in our own backyard, we let such 
atrocities take place every day—and, 
disturbingly, many people lobby for 
these atrocities under the guise of 
“women’s rights,” donning pink T-
shirts and sneakers to camouflage the 
reality of what they’re advocating.

RU-486 is a chemical abortion that 
restarts the menstrual process in a 
pregnant woman, shutting down the 
uterus and starving the baby to death.

Ohio Right to Life recently revealed 
42 reports of botched RU-486 abortion 
attempts in Ohio. Several of the chem-
ical abortions were incomplete, requir-

ing women to return to the abortion 
clinic to have the abortion completed 
surgically. Abortion clinics such as 
Planned Parenthood require the abor-
tion to be completed surgically be-
cause the chemical abortion can cause 
serious birth defects if the pregnancy 
continues.

One of the RU-486 events reported 
indicated that one woman never re-
turned to Planned Parenthood to verify 
that the abortion was completed.

Where is her child today? Was she 
born? Maybe not—but maybe. And 
if she was born, what kind of birth 
defects would she have sustained be-
cause of the United States’ tolerance 
for the use of chemical weapons on in-
nocent babies?

While former Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi and the current Demo-

cratic Party chair are right to be out-
raged at the inhumanities that are be-
ing committed in Syria, they need to 
find some consistency. And the same 
goes for pro-abortion President Barack 
Obama. These politicians’ relentless 
support for abortion completely un-
dermines their outrage about the use 
of chemical weapons in Syria.

They seriously need to think about 
the hypocrisy of being offended by the 
use of chemical weapons in one corner 
of the world while turning a blind eye 
on the use of chemical weapons on our 
own women and children.

Katie McCann is a parishioner at 
Columbus St. Philip Church and a 
graduate of Columbus Bishop Hart-
ley High School. She writes for Ohio 
Right to Life. This originally ap-
peared on the Ohio Right to Life blog.
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Pray for our dead
Sister Angela Franks, SNDdeN
Funeral Mass for Sister Angela 

Franks, SNDdeN, 95, who died Mon-
day, Sept. 23, was held Thursday, Sept. 
26, at the Mount Notre Dame Health 
Center in Cincinnati. Burial was at the 
cemetery of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur in Cincinnati.
She was born Marian Eleanor Franks 

on April 7, 1918, in Dayton to the late 
George and Anna (Pabst) Franks and 
was a member of the Sisters of Notre 

Dame de Namur for 77 years. 
She taught at Columbus Bishop Hart-

ley High School from 1959-61 and 
1964-70 and at schools in the Archdi-
ocese of Cincinnati. She also served in 
several administrative departments of 
the sisters’ Ohio Province before retir-
ing in 1999 to community service and 
prayer ministry.
She is survived by several nieces and 

nephews. 

Monument to abortion victims to 
be dedicated in Circleville

The Respect for Life group of Cir-
cleville St. Joseph Church will dedi-
cate a monument to the unborn victims 
of abortion at 1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13, 
in St. Joseph Cemetery, 1151 N. Court 
St. The dedication ceremony will be 
followed by the Stations of the Cross 

for the Unborn.
The monument was donated by the 

Wellman Funeral Home of Circleville. 
To join the Respect for Life group or 
for any questions about the dedication, 
contact Lisa McKeivier at lmckeive@
columbus.rr.com.

START YOUR DAY  
A BETTER WAY!

ASHBAUGH, Frances I., 96, Sept. 26
  St. Matthew Church, Gahanna

BARTOLINE, Louise M., 86, Sept. 26
  Our Lady of Victory Church, Columbus

BOUCHARD, Paul F., 75, Sept. 25
  St. Timothy Church, Columbus

CANARY, Anita, 93, Sept. 8
  St. Timothy Church, Columbus

CASTELLO, P. Angelo, 93, Sept. 16
  St. Peter Church, Columbus

CRABLE-DILLARD, Diana A., 68, Sept. 21
  Holy Rosary-St. John Church, Columbus

DIVNEY, Donald J., 81, Sept. 22
  St. Cecilia Church, Columbus

FORD, John J., 77, Sept. 21
  St. Joan of Arc Church, Powell

GAMBS, Joan R., 90, formerly of Columbus, 
Sept. 24
  Our Lady of Grace Church, Noblesville, Ind.

GAWRONSKI, Casimira “Kay,” 91, Sept. 26
  Christ the King Church, Columbus

GIULIANI, Frances T., Sept. 30 
  St. Matthias Church, Columbus

MURRAY, Carole J., 81, Sept. 21
  St. Brigid of Kildare Church, Dublin

STRAUB, Albert, 88, Sept. 27
  Holy Cross Church, Columbus

TAVANIELLO, Aldene V., 98, Sept. 25
  St. Leonard Church, Heath

WOLLENBERG, Jerry, 81, Sept. 28
  St. Philip Church, Columbus
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OCTOBER
 
THROUGH NOV. 3, SUNDAY
  40 Days for Life  
  7 a.m. to 7 p.m., sidewalk in front of Founder’s Center, 1243 

E. Broad St., Columbus. 40 Days for Life campaign of daily 
vigils. Individuals may sign up for one- or two-hour shifts. 
Churches, schools, and other organizations may select 
one day in which their representatives will cover all

  shifts.                                                                       614-445-8508

3, THURSDAY
  Founders Day Mass at Ohio Dominican
  11 a.m., Christ the King Chapel, Sansbury Hall, Ohio Do-

minican University, 1216 Sunbury Road, Columbus. Univer-
sity’s annual Founders Day Mass, with Bishop Frederick 
Campbell as celebrant.

  ‘Band of Sisters’ at de Porres Center  
  6:30 to 9 p.m., Martin de Porres Center, 2330 Airport 

Drive, Columbus. “Band of Sisters,” a documentary telling 

the stories of more than a dozen sisters from religious 
congregations across the United States, followed  by 
questions and answers with its producer-director, Mary 
Fishman.                                                            614-416-1910

   ‘Catholicism’ Series at St. Pius X  
  7 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner Road, Reyn-

oldsburg. “New Ardor,” Part 2 of Father Robert Bar-
ron’s “Catholicism: The New Evangelization” series.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                         614-866-2859

4, FRIDAY
  St. Cecilia Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
  St. Cecilia Church, 434 Norton Road, Columbus. Begins          

after 8:15 a.m. Mass; continues to 5 p.m. Saturday.
  Monthly Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
  Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Refu-

gee Road, Columbus. Begins after 9 a.m. Mass; continues   
through 6 p.m. Holy Hour.

  Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club Meeting
  12:15 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Colum-

bus. Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club meeting, with talk by 
Bishop Frederick Campbell. Details at www.columbus-
catholicmen.com.  

  St. John Chrysostom First Friday Sale
 4 to 6 p.m., St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic 

Church, 5858 Cleveland Ave., Columbus. First Friday sale 
of pirogi, stuffed cabbage, noodles, baked goods.

                                                                            614-882-7578
  All-Night Eucharistic Vigil
 Holy Cross Church, 205 S. 5th St., Columbus. 7:30 p.m. 

Mass; Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; prayer until 
11:30 p.m.; private prayer until 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

  All-Night Exposition at Our Lady of Victory
  Our Lady of Victory Church, 1559 Roxbury Road, Colum-

bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 8 p.m. un-
til Mass at 8 a.m. Saturday, sponsored by church’s Knights 
of Columbus council and Columbus Serra Club.

5, SATURDAY
  Catholic Women’s Conference in Zanesville 
  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 144 N. 5th 

St., Zanesville. Second annual Catholic women’s confer-
ence for the eastern portion of the diocese. Theme: “The 
Beauty of the Feminine: Called to Love.”      740-453-3301

  Mary’s Little Children Prayer Group 
  Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Refugee 

Road, Columbus. 8:30 a.m., confessions, 9 a.m., Mass, fol-
lowed by Fatima prayers and Rosary (Shepherds of Christ 
format); 10 a.m., meeting.                              614-861-4888   

  Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
  9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave., Plain City.   

Saturday Life and Mercy Mass,  followed  by  rosary and
  confession.                                                      614-565-8654 

NFP Information Session at Newman Center
 10 a.m. to noon, St. Thomas More New-

man Center, 64 W. Lane Ave., Columbus. In-
formation session for Natural Family Planning,                                                                                                                                        
                                                                               614-291-4674

  Centering Prayer Group Meeting at Corpus Christi
  10:30 a.m. to noon, Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111 E. 

Stewart Ave., Columbus. Centering prayer group meeting, 
beginning with silent prayer, followed by Contemplative 
Outreach DVD and discussion.                        614-512-3731

  Joseph’s Coat Spaghetti Dinner 
  5:30 to 8 p.m., St. Pius X School, 1061 S. Waggoner Road, 

Reynoldsburg. Spaghetti dinner and silent auction to 
benefit Joseph’s Coat clothing and household goods out-
reach of St. Pius, Messiah Lutheran, and Parkview Presby-
terian churches in Reynoldsburg.                  614-866-4386

  Filipino Mass at Holy Cross
 7:30  p.m., Holy Cross Church, 204 S. 5th St., Co-

lumbus. Monthly Mass in the Tagalog language 
for members of the Filipino Catholic community.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                             614-224-3416

 6, SUNDAY
  St. Christopher Adult Religious Education
  10 to 11:15 a.m., St. Christopher Parish Center, 1420 Grand-

view Ave., Columbus. Book discussion on “Walking with 
God: A Journey Through the Bible” by Tim Gray and Jeff 
Cavins.                                                                    614-488-1971

  Exposition at Church of the Resurrection 
  Our Lady of the Resurrection Chapel, Church of the Res- 

urrection, 6300 E. Dublin-Granville Road, New Albany. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, beginning with pro-
cession into chapel following 11 a.m. Mass and continuing 
to 5 p.m.                                                           614-933-9318  
Blessing of Animals at St. Pius X

  1:30 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner Road, Reyn-
oldsburg. Annual parish blessing of animals, celebrating 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.                    614-866-2859

  Life Chain at Zanesville 
  2:15 to 3:30 p.m., Maple Avenue, Zanesville. Local link of 

national prayer chain to raise public awareness and to lift 
concerns about abortion to God. Parking and sign pickup 
at Dr. Kevin Colopy’s office, 2501 Maple Ave. 

                                                                           740-454-7529
  ‘Underdogs of the Organ’ Concert at Holy Cross 
  3 p.m., Holy Cross Church, 205 S. 5th St., Columbus. “Un-

derdogs of the Organ” concert with parish organist Kelly 
Doman playing works by lesser-known composers. 

                                                                           614-224-3416
  Holy Family Church Benefit Concert for Old First Church
  4 p.m., Old First Presbyterian Church, 1101 Bryden Road,  

Columbus. Holy Family Church sponsors benefit concert 
to help Old First Church preserve its organ.   614-221-4323

  Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
  5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E. Livingston 

Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass entrance). Weekly 
parish prayer group meets for praise, worship, ministry, 
and teaching.                                                 614-886-8266

  Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
  7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum- 

bus. Mass in Spanish.                                      706-761-4054
  Compline at Cathedral
  9 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

Chanting of Compline.                                    614-241-2526

7, MONDAY 
  Aquinas Alumni Luncheon  
  11 a.m., Holy Family Jubilee Museum, 57 S. Grubb St., Co-

lumbus. Monthly Columbus Aquinas High School alumni 
luncheon.

  Special Mass at Coilumbus St. Patrick
  7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus. 

Mass to celebrate Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                          614-235-7435

7-8, MONDAY-TUESDAY
   Ohio Catholic Education Association Convention 
  Hyatt Regency Hotel, 350 N. High St., and Greater Co-

lumbus Convention Center, 400 N. High St., Columbus. 
Ohio Catholic Education Association’s biennial conven-
tion, with more than 200 workshops for Catholic school 

personnel, religious educators, catechists, and youth 
ministers. Highlights: Mass with Bishop Frederick Camp-
bell, 11 a.m. Monday; keynote presentation by Catholic 
composer and singer ValLimar Jansen, 11 a.m. Tuesday.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                         614-224-7147

7-9, MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
  St. James the Less Parish Mission  
  7 to 9 p.m., St. James the Less Church, 1652 Oakland Park 

Ave., Columbus. Parish mission with Father Robert Scullin, 
SJ, pastor of Gesu Catholic Church in Detroit and former 
pastor of Columbus Holy Rosary-St. John Church. 

                                                                             614-262-1179
8, TUESDAY
  Job Fair at St. Paul
 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Activities center, St. Paul Church, 

313 N. State St., Westerville.  Job fair spon-
sored by Stewardship Employment Ministry.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                 614-306-4487

  ‘EnCourage’ Support Group Mass and Meeting 
  6 p.m. Mass, followed by 7 p.m. meeting of a new Co-

lumbus-area Catholic organization providing solace, sup-
port, and counsel for parents and relatives of those with 
a same-sex attraction.                                     614-372-5249

  Talk on Thomas Merton at de Porres Center  
  7 to 9 p.m., Martin de Porres Center, 2330 Airport Drive, 

Columbus. Talk on “Turning Toward the Planet: Thomas 
Merton’s Ecological Conversion” with Merton scholar 
Sister Monica Weis, SSJ. Registration deadline Oct. 7.                                                                                                                                               
                                                                           614-416-1910

   NFP Class at St. Paul
  7 to 9 p.m., St. Paul Church, 313 N. State St., Westerville.  

First of four Natural Family Planning classes taught by 
diocesan-trained teachers in the symptothermal meth-
od. Cost $65 per couple; preregistration required. Other 
class dates: Oct. 22, Nov. 5, Dec. 3. Followup April 8.                                                                                                                                               
                                                                         614-241-2560

   Prayer Group Meeting at St. Mark  
  7:30 p.m., St. Raymond Room, St. Mark Center, 324 

Gay St., Lancaster. Light of Life Prayer Group meeting.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                         740-653-4919

9, WEDNESDAY
  Turning Leaves and Tea Leaves
 2 to 3:30 p.m., Martin de Porres Center, 2330 Airport   

Drive, Columbus. Turning Leaves and Tea Leaves book 
club with Dominican Sisters Marialein Anzenberger and 
Colleen Gallagher.                                                614-416-1910

  Marian Dinner at St. Andrew  
  6 p.m., Bryce Eck Center, St. Andrew Church, 3880 Reed 

Road, Columbus. Annual diocesan Marian Dinner for 
women who may be considering a vocation to the reli-
gious life, with talks by Bishop Frederick Campbell and 
members of religious communities.               614-224-2251

  Meet the Candidates Night at All Saints Academy 
  7 p.m., All Saints Academy, 2855 E. Livingston Ave., Co-

lumbus. Meet the Candidates night featuring Columbus 
candidates for City Council, auditor, and school board, 
and information on Columbus schools issues on the Nov. 
5 ballot. Sponsored by Black Catholic Ministries, diocesan 
Office for Social Concerns, National Council of Jewish 
Women, and Women of Agudas Achim Synagogue. 

                                                                            614-231-3391
  Shepherd’s Corner ‘Reconnect with Earth’ Study Group
  7 to 8:30 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner, 987 N. Waggoner Road, 

Blacklick. Meeting of “Reconnect with Earth” study 
group, exploring how values and beliefs affect the way 
we treat the earth.                                         614-866-4302
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H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S

CLASSIFIED

All fund-raising events (festivals, bazaars, 
spaghetti dinners, fish fries, bake sales, 

pizza/sub sales, candy sales, etc.) 
will be placed in the 

“Fund-Raising Guide.” An entry into the 
Guide will be $18.50 for the first six lines, 

and $2.65 for each additional line. For more 
information, call Deacon Steve DeMers at 

614-224-6530 or 800-511-0584.

Notices for items of Catholic interest 
must be received at least 12 days be-
fore expected publication date. We will 

print them as space permits. 
Items not received before this deadline 

may not be published. 
Listings cannot be taken by phone.

Mail to: The Catholic Times
Happenings, 

197 East Gay St., Columbus, OH  43215 
Fax to: 614-241-2518

E-mail as text to tpuet@colsdioc.org

‘Happenings’ submissions

22nd Annual 
HARVEST BOUQUET CRAFT SHOW
St Joan of  Arc Church - 10700 Liberty Rd., Powell
Saturday, October 5, 9am-3pm

Over 100 Crafters, Handmade 
Items, Raffle Baskets

Great Food and “Buckeyes” 
Free Admission!
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Tajci has been inspiring American audiences for de-
cades and will bring her “Let It Be -- Mary” concert 
experience to Columbus Christ The King Catholic 
Church, 2777 E. Livingston Ave., at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 11.
As it tells the story of Mary answering her call from 

God, “Let It Be” features Christian contemporary 
songs and classic hymns, as well as Tajci’s originals, 
all connected with short Scripture quotes and Tajci’s 
narrative, which is at times funny, at times heartbreak-
ing, but entirely moving and captivating. Tajci speaks 
to the audience with honesty and poignant authentic-
ity while sharing her life’s journey.
For the past 13 years, Tajci and her husband and part-

ner, Matthew Cameron, have toured throughout the 
United States with her unique narrative concert expe-
riences, based on Christian themes. Twenty years ear-
lier, Tajci was a pop superstar in Croatia, but traded it 
for anonymity in America to find her unique identity.  
“I was brought up in communism, so spirituality was 

something I desired but didn’t want or know,” she 
said. “My music had been my source of spirituality.  
But I always knew I needed and wanted more.  Then 
when communism started to unravel, I started to learn 
about spirituality.  It gave me a different perspective 
of myself and my ‘value’ in the world.  I learned to 
recognize love and express it in a whole new way in 
my new life in America.”

 The Gospel choir of Columbus 
Holy Rosary-St. John Church, 660 
S. Ohio Ave., will present “Souled 
Out! An Evening of Music and 
Praise” at 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13.
In addition to the music of the Gos-

pel choir, the church’s youth choir 
and praise dancers will be giving 
glory to God.  A free-will offering 
will be collected.

 Holy Rosary-St. John Church has 
been a part of the South Side com-
munity in Columbus for more than 
100 years and is committed to serv-
ing God and its neighbors.  For more 
information on the church, visit its 
website at www.hrsj.org.
 For more information on the con-

cert, call (614) 252-5926, extension 
7, or email hrsjevents@gmail.com. 

SONGS OF HOPE AND INSPIRATION

concerts

Underdog at the Organ
Presented by Kelly Doman

October 6, 2013 at 3 pm.
Holy Cross Catholic Church

205 South 5th St. Columbus, OH

Featuring lesser known composers performed by a lesser known organist. 

She’s going to play pieces by Planyavsky, Bruhns, 
Rinck, Walther, Utterback, Krebs, Thalban-Ball and 
Stanley but nothing by Johann Sebastian Bach? 
Shocking, indeed! Jazz? Toccata a-la-rumba? And a 
pedal solo piece but NO Bach!? 

Well, this oughta be different...

Members of Columbus Holy Fam-
ily Church have organized a special 
benefit concert to help the Old First 
Presbyterian Church on Bryden 
Road preserve its historic E.M. Skin-
ner pipe organ.  More than 50 local 
musicians will be taking part in the 
concert, including the Holy Family 
choir and the homeless choir from 
the Holy Family Soup Kitchen.  The 

program will include many Catholic 
favorites, including Mozart’s Ave 
Verum Corpus and Bach’s Toccata 
and Fugue in D Minor.
The concert will be at 4 p.m. Sun-

day, Oct. 6 in the Old First Church, 
1101 Bryden  Road.  The concert is 
free, but donations will be accept-
ed to help with preservation of the 
church organ.

“Souled Out!”  

Benefit Concert  
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By Michelle Morse
When we put our Catholic faith in 

practice, we strive to reflect the light of 
Christ. And in reflecting that light, we 
are called to support not only the right 
to life of every child, but also the right 
of all children to be a part of a loving 
family. Adoption is another option. 

Adoption touches families in many 
different ways. For us, it was how we 
chose to grow our family: 

Five years into our marriage, my 
husband and I already had our hands 
pretty full with our four-year-old son 
and three-year-old daughter. But adop-
tion had long been on our minds and in 
our hearts, and the time was now right. 
We wanted to grow our family, and we 
hoped that by doing it through foster-
ing-to-adopt, our family (which had 
been so blessed) might also serve as a 
blessing to a child in need.

On Sept. 19, 2007, we first set eyes on 
our newborn daughter. As  I scooped her 
up and held her in my arms, I knew in that 
instant that God had always meant for 
this little girl to be mine (and the blessing 

was all ours). The car ride home was one 
of pure joy and excitement in anticipa-
tion of introducing her to her big brother 
and sister. As I knew they would, they 
covered her in kisses, then fought over 
who got to hold her first.

Three years later, we received another 
call from our social worker. Our daugh-
ter’s birth mom delivered a baby boy – 
our baby boy. He is now three years old 
and is the absolute light of our lives!

God gave us four beautiful children 

and our gratitude is im-
mense! We will be shar-
ing more of our story, 
along with others, at an 
upcoming free adoption 
event at Westerville St. 
Paul Church. We pray 
that by doing so, we may 
possibly inspire others to 
consider or take that next 
step toward growing their 
family through adoption. 

The Elizabeth Minis-
try invites couples and 
individuals interested in 
adoption to join us on 
Sunday, Dec. 8, from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. in the 
St. Peter’s Room at St. 
Paul Church for a pro-
gram on “Adoption – 
Another Option.”  Per-
sonal adoption stories 
from fellow St. Paul pa-
rishioners will be shared, 
as well as logistical and financial in-
formation from a highly respected lo-
cal adoption attorney. RSVPs to Jenny 
McMullin at (614) 865-1735 or jem-
cmullin@yahoo.com are encouraged, 
but not required. 

The Elizabeth Ministry is designed 
to offer hope and healing for women 
and their families on a variety of is-

sues related to childbearing. The min-
istry’s goal is to respect all life, cherish 
children, encourage families, and build 
community. Following the biblical ex-
ample of Mary and Elizabeth, support-
ers of the ministry visit and share the 
sacredness of life.   

Morse is a parishioner of 
Westerville St. Paul Church.

Adoption ~ Elizabeth Ministry  

Plan before the need arises!
For your peace of mind these Catholic Cemeteries advisors, Stephen 
Skinner, Joyce Kitsmiller, Laura Favret and Kevin Kelley are available 
to assist you with your pre-need arrangements.
By pre-arranging you can select in an unhurried and thoughtful manner 
the type of burial place you desire in the amount you wish to invest.

OFFICE OPEN DAILY: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sat. 8 a.m. to Noon
Cemetery Hours Daily: 8 a.m. to Sunset

ST. JOSEPH
6440 S. HIGH ST.

U.S. ROUTE 23 SOUTH
LOCKBOURNE, OH 43137

614-491-2751

HOLY CROSS
11539 NATIONAL RD. S.W. 

U.S. ROUTE 40 EAST
PATASKALA, OH 43062

740-927-4442

RESURRECTION
9571 N. HIGH

U.S. ROUTE 23 NORTH
LEWIS CENTER, OH 43035

614-888-1805

Stephen Skinner Joyce Kitsmiller Laura Favret Kevin Kelley

Visit us and experience privacy and comfort at all
three Catholic Cemetery offices.

Call today for a personal appointment!

Cemetery Sunday is on November 3rd

with services at all four cemeteries

Catholic Social Services is spon-
soring its semiannual Service Sat-
urday on Oct. 12. Volunteers will 
help older adults and disabled in-
dividuals in Franklin County who 
need help with small home repairs, 
yardwork, or other projects.

Volunteers will gather at 9 a.m.  at 
Columbus St. Margaret of Cortona 
Church, 1600 N. Hague Ave. Cof-

fee, doughnuts, and box lunches 
will be available. Supplies will be 
made available at the work sites.

Those unable to volunteer who 
are interested in helping the pro-
gram by purchasing supplies 
may send donations to Stephanie 
Jursek, Catholic Social Services, 
197 E. Gay St., Columbus OH 
43215.
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